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H. KUTTNER

WHAT YOU NEED
(excerpt)

That's what the sign said. Tim Carmichael,
who worked for a trade paper that specialized in
economics, and eked out a meager salary by sell-
ing sensational and untrue articles to the tabloids,
failed to sense a story in the reversed sign. He
thought it was a cheap publicity gag, something
one seldom encounters on Park Avenue, where the
shop fronts are noted for their classic dignity. And
he was irritated.

He growled silently, walked on, then suddenly
turned and came back. He wasn't quite strong
enough to resist the temptation to unscramble the
sentence, though his annoyance grew. He stood
before the window, staring up, and said to himself,
"We have what you need. Yeah?"

The sign was in prim, small letters on a black
painted ribbon that stretched across a narrow glass
pane. Below it was one of those curved, invisible-
glass windows. Through the window Carmichael
could see an expanse of white velvet, with a few
objects carefully arranged there. A rusty nail, a
snowshoe and a diamond tiara. It looked 'like a
Dali decor for Carrier or Tiffany.

"Jewelers?" Carmichael asked silently. "But
why what you need?" He pictured millionaires
miserably despondent for lack of a matched pearl
necklace, heiresses weeping inconsolably because

I'. KATTHEP
YTO BAM HYKHO
(ompwvi6ok)
Ilep. H. I'y3nunosa

OHXYH MAB OTY

coobmana Hagmuch Ha crekie. Tum Kapmaiiki,
pernopTep JKypHana, CIenralu3upyIoIerocs Ha 3KOo-
HOMHKE, W TM0ApabaThIBAIOMNN CEHCALMOHHBIMH M|
CKaHAAJIBHBIMU CTaTeHKaMu JJIs OyJIbBapHBIX ra3eT, He
BHJIENI B 3TOM IIEPEBEPHYTOM TEKCTE HHUKAKOTO CMBIC-
nma. OH peuIwI, 9To 3TO MPOCTO JEIIEBbIH PEeKIaMHBIH
TPIOK — pelKkuil ciaydail Ha Ilapk-aBeHro, Tie HaANKUCH
B BUTPHHAX MTOYEPKHUBAIN BEINKOJIEIINE Mara3nuHoB.

Bopmoua uTo-TO TOA HOC, OH IMOWIEN AajibIle, HO
BIpPYT MOBEPHYJI U 3amaraji oOpaTHO. Y Hero He XBa-
Tajo BOJU MOOOPOTH BPOXKIACHHOE JIIOOOMBITCTBO.
OcTaHOBMBIINCH TM€pe] BUTPUHOW, OH IIOCMOTpEIN
BBEpX U MPOHU3HEC BIIOJITOJIOCA!

— V¥ Hac ecTb TO, 4TO BaM HyxkHO. Bot Tak-To!

Texct ObT HamucaH HEOOIBIINMH HPOIHCHBIMU
OyKBaMH Ha HYEPHOU IMOJIOCe, MEPEeCceKalonell y3KyIo
CTEKJISIHHYI0 IUIOCKOCTh. Ilog HeW Haxoquioch HaHO-
pamMHO€ BUTPHHHOE OKHO M3 a0COJIOTHO MPO3pPadyHOro
CTEKJIa, @ CKBO3b HETO BUAHBI OBUTN HECKOJBKO TPEa-
METOB, CTapaTelIbHO Pa3I0XKEeHHBIX Ha OerxoM Oapxate:
P’KaBBIN T'BO3/1b, CHETOCTYIl M OpHJIIMAHTOBAs JHajie-
Ma.

Bnedarnenue 610 Takoe, cnoBuo Canbamop a-
JIM CTIpOEKTHpOBan Aekopanuio 1 Kapree nimm Tud-
¢ann.

— brmxyrepua? — Tuxo crpocuit on cam cebds. — Ho
nouemMy «HTo BaM HyKHO»?

Kapwmaiikn xuBo mpezacraBui cebe MIIIHOHEPOB,
BIIABIINX B OTYasgHHE 0e3 KOJIbe M3 THIATEIhHO IOJ0-

I'. KATTHEP
TO, YTO BAM HY’KHO
(ompwbi60oK)
Ilep. A. Hosuxosea

HNmenHo Tak yTBepxaana BeiBecka. Tum Kapmumen,
KYPHAJIUCT OJHON M3 SKOHOMHUYECKUX Ta3eT, moapada-
THIBaBIIHMN TE€M, YTO MHCAJ 3a HEOONBIIYIO IIATy CEH-
CallMOHHBIE CTAThU ISl HECKOJBKHX OyJIbBapHBIX W3-
JaHW, He cpa3y pa3o0pall CMbICT TeKCTa, HAlTMCAHHO-
ro ¢ koHma. CHayajia eMy MPHUIIIO B TOJOBY, YTO 3TO
nemeBas peknama: Ha Ilapk ABeHro Takoe BcTpeda-
JI0Ch KpaliHe peJko. BUTpUHBI Mara3uHOB 374€Ch, Ka3a-
JI0Ch, OBUTH 00pa3LOM KIIACCHYECKOTO TOCTOWHCTBA H
BennuusA. TuM Havam HEPBHUYATD.

IIpobopmoTaB 4TO-TO, OH TOIMIEN OBUIO JANbIIE, HO
BJIPYT PE3KO OCTAaHOBWJICS W BepHyJCcs obpaTtHo. Emy
MOYEMY-TO 3aXOTEJOCh eIlle pa3 MPOYUTaTh HaJIHUCh,
KOTOpasi BbIBesa ero u3 ceds. OH 0cTaHOBWIICS HAIpO-
TUB BUTPHUHBI, BHUMATENbHO pa3risiabiBas OYKBEI.
«MBI IMeeM TO, YTO BaM HY>KHO».

Heyxemn?

Haamnmes Obina caemnana HeOOJNBITMMH aKKYpPaTHBIMU
OykBaMH Ha YEepHOW II0JIoce, MepeceKaBlIeil y3Kkoe
BUTPHHHOE CTEKJIO0. 32 HUM Ha OenoM Gapxare ObUIH CO
BKYCOM Pa3JI0KEHbI HECKOJIBKO Bele. ['Bo3ap ¢ maT-
HaMHU pXKaBYMHBI, CHETOCTYIHI, OpHJUIMAHTOBAs JHa-
nema. B ctuie odopmienns 4To-to HanoMuHano Jlamu
c ero nexopanusamu st Kaptee n Tuddanmu.

— IOBenupHEIi Marasus, 410 J1? — MPEIIOIOKIII
Tum. — Ho Torja mpu 4em 311ech «TO, YTO BaM HYX-
HO»?

OH MBICIEHHO NPEACTaBWJI MWIUIMOHEpII, pac-
CTPOCHHBIX OTCYTCTBHEM XXEMUY>KHBIX OKepemnuii, 00-
raThIX HacJeIHHI], 03yTeIHO PHIIAIONINX M0 OTPOM-
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they needed a few star sapphires. The principle of
luxury merchandising was to deal with the
whipped cream of supply and demand; few people
needed diamonds. They merely wanted them and
could afford them.

"Or the place might sell jinni flasks," Carmi-
chael decided. "Or magic wands. Same principle
as a Coney carny, though. A sucker trap. Bill the
Whatzit outside and people will pay their dimes
and flock in. For two cents —"

He was dyspeptic this morning, and generally
disliked the world. Prospect of a scapegoat was
attractive, and his press card gave him a certain
advantage. He opened the door and walked into
the shop.

It was Park Avenue, all right. There were no
showcases or counters. It might be an art gallery,
for a few good oils were displayed on the walls.
An air of overpowering luxury, with the bleakness
of an unlived — in place, struck Carmichael.

Through a curtain at the back came a very tall
man with carefully combed white hair, a ruddy,
healthy face and sharp blue eyes. He might have
been sixty. He wore expensive but careless
tweeds, which somehow jarred with the decor.

"Good morning," the man said, with a quick
glance at Carmichael's clothes. He seemed slightly
surprised. "May I help you?"

"Maybe." Carmichael introduced himself and
showed his press card.

"Oh? My name is Talley. Peter Talley."

"I saw your sign."

OpaHHBIX JAPYT K APYTY JKEMUYXXHH, WIM HacJeIHHI]
KPYTHBIX COCTOSIHHH, ’KaJ00HO pPBIAAIONINX OT Kela-
HUS NOJyYUTh HECKOJIBKO HOBBIX U3yMpPYJ0B. Topros-
Il IpeAMETaMH POCKOIIM OCHOBBIBAJIACH HA YTOHYEH-
HOH Wrpe cmpoca U NpPEUIOKEHUS B CaMBIX Bepxax
obmecTBa. JIMmp HEeMHOTHE NEHCTBUTEIBHO HYXIa-
JIUCHh B alIMa3ax, OCTAIbHbIE MPOCTO XKeTaIH UX U MOT-
JIM 32 HUX 3aIUIaTUTh.

— Mosxer, oHM TIpoatOT OyTHUIKH C JPKHHHAMH, —
npennonoxun Kapmaiixn. — Wnn BonmeOHBIE mMamoy-
ku? ToT ke HOMEp, YTO C KPOJIMKOM M IUIATOM.
Hanmmu Ha crekne 4YTo-HMOYOh 3aBlIEKaTENbHOE,
ITyCTh 3€BaKH IUIATAT CBOU JECSATHIIEHTOBUKH M PBYTCS
BHYTpb. 3a /IBa IIEHTA...

B T0 yTpo y Hero Oblna M3X0Tra, €ro MyTHJIO OT
Bcero mupa. IlepcnextuBa packpsITh oOMaH OblIa 10-
BOJIbHO IIPUBJIEKATENBHOM, a €r0 yJIOCTOBEPEHUE XKYP-
HaJHUCTa AaBajo HEKOTOPbIE BO3MOXKHOCTH. PacnaxHys
JBEPh, OH BOIIEI B Mara3uH.

Bce-taku 310 OpIna Ilapk-aBenio. Hukakux Ttebe
mKagoB WM IIPUIIABKOB; C TEM )K€ yCIIEXOM 3TO MOTJIA
OBITH Tazepest nckyccTB. Ha creHax BHceno HECKOIBKO
KapTuH, W Kapmaiiki mopasmics KOMOMHaIWW omie-
JIOMJIIOIIEH POCKOLIU € XOJIOJOM HEXHIOrO IoMeNie-
HUS.

N3-3a moprbepbl B AalbHEH YacTU MOMELICHUS
BBIIIEJI OYEHb BBICOKMM MY>KUMHA CO 3JOPOBBIM PyMsi-
HBIM JIMIIOM, TOYOBIMH TJIa3aMU M CTapaTelbHO MpH-
YECaHHBIMU CEJbIMHU BoJIoOcaMU. ETo noporoi, XoTh u
CJIETKa 3aIyIICHHbIN TBUIOBBIN KOCTIOM YIMBHUTEIHHO
HE ITOIX0IMJI K 0OCTaHOBKE.

— HoOpslii 1eHb, — CKa3alx OH, OKUABIBASI OBICTPEIM
B3IJILI0M onexay rocts. Iloxoxe, pe3ysibraT 0ocMOTpa
yAUBHI €r0. — Mory s BaM 4eM-TO TOMOYb?

— Bo3moxno. — KapMalikil peiCTaBUICS U MOKa-

HBIM 3BE370MO0J00HBIM camupaM, KOTOPBIX TOXKE He
6but0. TOproBms mpeaMeTaMu pPOCKOIIM TpedyeT co-
OJI0ICHUSI OCHOBOITOJIATAIONIET0 MPUHINIA «B30HTHIX
CIIMBOK» — CIIMBOK CIIpoca W NpeanokeHus. B Opui-
JMaHTax HyXaaiTcsd HeMHorue. OHM MPOCTO XOTAT UX
Y MHOTIa MOT'YT ce0e TTO3BOJIHUTH KYIHTh.

— MoseT, ¥ KyBIIMH C JOKUHHOM Ipojaerca? —
[Ipogomxkan ¢ exuaued ragate Kapmumen. — Miwm
BoJIIeOHas majgodka? mMpocTo MPUMaHKa A Typakos!
OO0bsBM B adumiax, 4To TAE-TO HPOJAIOT YTO-TO HE-
O0OBIYHOE — W TOJIA MOBAIHT TYAa, YTOOBI BRIOPOCHUTH
CBOM JIeHbIY. HaM 3TH IITY4KH JaBHO N3BECTHBI.

C camoro ytpa Tum ObuT B JypHOM HAaCTPOEHHH.
Bce pazgpaxano ero. TpeboBajics Ko3ell OTITYIICHHUS.
W oH, xaxercsi, ObUT HaileH, a yJOCTOBEpEHHUE KYp-
Hamucta obneryano 3amady. M Tum, OTKpBIB IBEpb,
BOIIIEJ B MarasuH.

Hukaxux ButpuH n npunaskoB. Ckopee, KapTHHHAS
rajepes — HEeCKOJIBKO BETHKOJIEITHBIX ITOJIOTEH BUCEIO
Ha cTeHax. ATMocdepa mofaBisromeil cBoer (anra-
CTHYHOCTBIO pockomm. OT BonmHeHHMs y Tuma naxe
nepexBaTmiio apixaHue. Kycodek XKM3HM — Hepeaib-
HOH U CKa304HOM.

OTkyna-to "3 TIIyOWMHBl TIOMEIICHHS TITOSBHICS
OUYEeHb BBHICOKMH MYXYHHA C TIIATEIbHBIM IPOOOPOM B
cenpIx Bojocax. PymsiHOe nUI0 TOBOPMIIO 00 OTMEH-
HOM 37I0POBb€, a IPOHUIATENEHBIE TOJIyObIe T71a3a BHI-
JlaBanu HesaypsaHbeli ym. Ha Bunx emy ner mectbie-
CAT.

— 3apaBcTByiTEe, — MONPHUBETCTBOBAN OH TuMma,
MIpH 3TOM OBICTPO OKHMHYB €0 B3TSAOM. TeHp yIauB-
JICHWs IPOMEJIbKHYJIAa Ha ero jume. — Mory i ObITh
4eM-HUOY b MoJIe3eH?

— Jlymato, uro mMoxkere, — TuM mpexacraBuici U
MPEIbSIBIII CBOE YAOCTOBEPEHHE.
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"Oh?"

"Our paper is always on the lookout for possi-
ble writeups. I've never noticed your shop before —

"I've been here for years," Talley said.

"This is an art gallery?"

"Well —no."

The door opened. A florid man came in and
greeted Talley cordially. Carmichael, recognizing
the client, felt his opinion of the shop swing rapid-
ly upward. The florid man was a Name — a big
one.
"It's a bit early, Mr. Talley," he said, "but I
didn't want to delay. Have you had time to get-
what I needed?"

"Oh, yes. I have it. One moment." Talley hur-
ried through the draperies and returned with a
small, neatly wrapped parcel, which he gave to the
florid man. The latter forked over a check —
Carmichael caught a glimpse of the amount and
gulped — and departed. His town car was at the
curb outside.

Carmichael moved toward the door, where he
could watch. The florid man seemed anxious. His
chauffeur waited stolidly as the parcel was un-
wrapped with hurried fingers.

"I'm not sure I'd want publicity, Mr. Carmi-
chael," Talley said. "I've a select clientele — care-
fully chosen."

"Perhaps our weekly economic bulletins might
interest you."

Talley tried not to laugh. "Oh, I don't think so.

3aJ1 yIOCTOBEPEHHUE.

—O... Mens 30ByT Temnu. [Tutep Tenmm.

— 5] Buzmen Bamry BBIBECKY.

— Ha?

— Ham xypHan NOCTOSHHO HILET HOBBIX PEKJIa-
Mojarenei. Sl HUKOrAa Ipexae He BUIE] Ballero ma-
ra3uHa.

— OH CTOUT Ha TOM MECTE MHOTO JIET, — COOOIITIII
Tennu.

— Oro ranepes?

— D... moXxanyi, HeT.

JBeps OTKpbUIACH, BOLIEN PYMSHBIA TOJICTSK U
cepAe4yHo mo3aopoBasicss ¢ Xo3sguHOM. Kapmaiikn
Y3Hal €ro, U Mara3suH 3HAYUTENbHO MOJHSIICS B €ro
ryiazax. DTOT TOJICTSAK OBLI OOJBIION MIMIIKOM.

— W3BuHuUTE, 4TO TaK paHo, Mucrep Temnu, — cka-
3aJ]1 KJIMEHT, — HO 51 HE XOTeJ OIa3eIBaTh. ¥ Bac ObLIO
BpeMs HAUTH [Tl MEHS... TO, YTO MHE HYKHO?

— Pazymeercs. Ota Bemp y MeHA. MUHYTOUKY. —
Temnmn TOpPONIUBO BBIIEN M BCKOPE BEPHYJICA C He-
OONBIIMM TAKEeTOM, KOTOPBIA MOAan MyXK4uHe. ToT
BpY4YWI eMy 4eK W Beimen. Kapmaiikn ycren 3aMeTHTh
CyMMY U HEpPBHO CIVIOTHYJI CIIIOHY. MallliHa TOJICTSKA
CTOsLIa IEpe]l Mara3uHOM.

Penoprep nogomen k aBepu, OTKyJla MOI BCE BH-
neTb. PyMaHbIi Myx4unHa ObUT HeTepnenus. Ero mo-
(dep ¢ KaMEHHBIM JIMIIOM KJaJ, TIOKAa XO3iHUH JpoXKa-
IIMMH MAITbIIaMU BCKPOET TaKeT.

— He yBepeH, 4TO HyXAarOCh B peKJIaMe, MUCTEP
Kapmaiixi, cka3an 3a cnuHod Temnu. — Y meHs Toia-
TEIBHO MOJ00paHHas KIMEHTypa.

— MoxeT, BacC 3aMHTEpPECYIOT HAlIU E€XEHENEIb-
HBbIE YKOHOMHYECKHE OIoIIeTeHN?

Tennu ¢ TpyoM ynepxaicsa OT cMeXa.

— Her, He nymaro. IloBepbTe, s gallek OT BCETO

— Ouenp mpusatHo! Mens 30ByT Ilurep. Ilutep
Teiinu.

— 5] mpounTan Baury BHIBECKY.

— Yro BBI rOBOpHTE?

— Hama razera unTepecyeTcst pekiaaMon Takoro po-
na. 51 He 3HAN O BalleM MarasuHe paHbIle.

— Ho 51 paborato 31ech yKe HECKOIBKO JIeT.

—OT0 y Bac 9YTO0 — KapTHHHAs raiepes?

— Hy, xak Bam ckazats... Ckopee, HET. B 3T0oT MO-
MEHT OTKpBIJach MapajaHas ABepb, U Ha IOPOTe BO3HUK
MBIITYITUH 310poBheM MykumHa. OH mopomen k Ten-
JIY ¥ TETUTO TI03/I0pOBaJIiCs ¢ HUM. THM y3Haa KIMeHTa.
PelTuHr MarazuHa B €ro rIjlasax pe3KO MOJCKOYMIL
KIIMeHTOM ObLT caM... Hy, B 00mem, 3T0 HEe Tak BaxXHO.

— l'ocmogun Teiinm, pagu Oora, U3BUHUTE, UTO Oec-
MTOKOIO Bac Tak paHo, HO S HE XOTEeJ OTKIAAbIBATh. BEI
HaIUIA TO, YTO MHE HY>KHO?

— Pazymeercs. Koe-uto ns Bac y mens ectb. Ilo-
JOXANTE MUHYTY.

Teinu ckpbuUICS 3a APANUPOBKON U BCKOPE BEPHYIJI-
csi c HeOOJBIIMM aKKypaTHBIM MakeToM. KimeHt
OBICTpPO 3aIOJHII YeK — KpaeM r1aza Kapmumien ysu-
Jiell CYyMMY, OT KOTOPOH y HEro 3aXBaTHJIO IyX — H
OBICTPO BEIIIEN U3 MarazuHa. ABTOMOOWIb KAl XO-
3siMHA y Ooparopa.

Kapmuiren HeBOJIBHO molen K asepu. Jlaxxe oqHOTro
B3rJsi1a OBIIO JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI YBHJETH, KaK BOJI-
HOBAJICSI BRICOKOIIOCTABJICHHBII KiaueHT. Ero Boaurens
cuzmen 0e3ydacTHO, MOKa OH JPOXKALIUMH IajbIlaMU
pa3BopadMBall MaKeT.

— MHe He X0Tenoch OBl JIMITHETO PEKIAMHOTO IIy-
Ma BOKPYT MOEro MMeHH, rocnogud Kapmumen, -—
ckasas Telnu. — V MeHs CBOsS KIMEHTypa, IpHUEM
TIATEIBHO OTOOpaHHAS.

— Bo3MOXHO, Hall 3KOHOMHYECKUH eXeHeASTbHUK
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It really isn't in my line."

The florid man had finally unwrapped the par-
cel and taken out an egg. As far as Carmichael
could see from his post near the door, it was mere-
ly an ordinary egg. But its possessor regarded it
almost with awe. Had Earth's last hen died ten
years before, the man could have been no more
pleased. Something like deep relief showed on the
Florida tanned face.

He said something to the chauffeur, and the
car rolled smoothly forward and was gone.

"Are you in the dairy business?" Carmichael
asked abruptly.

"Do you mind telling me what your business
is?"

"I'm afraid I do, rather," Talley said.

Carmichael was beginning to scent a story.
"Of course, I could find out through the Better
Business Bureau —"

"You couldn't."

"No? They might be interested in knowing
why an egg is worth five thousand dollars to one
of your customers."

Talley said, "My clientele is so small I must
charge high fees. You — ah-know that a Chinese
mandarin has been known to pay thousands of
taels for eggs of proved antiquity."

"That guy wasn't a Chinese mandarin," Carmi-
chael said.

"Oh, well. As I say, I don't welcome publicity

"

"I think you do. I was in the advertising game

3TOrO.

TeMm BpeMeHeM pyMsIHBII My>KUKMHA pa3BEpHYJ Ma-
KET U BbIHYJ U3 Hero sino. Hackonsko Kapmaiikn mor
3aMeTUTh CO CBOETO MECTa y IBEPH, 3TO OBLIO COBEp-
mIEHHO 00bIYHOEe sio. OmHaKo Biajeiiel] OTHECCS K
HeMy HeoObIYaliHO yBakuTenbHO. [loxkamyi, ero Boc-
XHIIEHNE HE MOTJIO OBITh OOJbINe, €CIIN OBl MOCIeAHAS
Ha 3emuie Kypulla CIoXJa AecsTh JeT Ha3aa. JIumo ero
BBIpaXkaJlo orpoMHoe obisierdeHue. OH YTO-TO CKa3ail
mogepy, 1 MalllnHa MATKO TPOHYJAach C MECTa.

— Bam 6usHec — mpoAyKThI? — HEOKUAAHHO CIIPO-
cun Kapmaiik.

— Her.

— A MoOXeTe BBl CKa3aTbh, YTO HIMEHHO?

— borocs, uTo HeT, — orBeTIII Temnn.

Penoprepckuii Hrox Kapmalikiia ydysiin 4To-TO MH-
TEpPECHOE.

— Pasymeercs, 1 Mor OBl BBISCHUTH M CaM depes
bropo Copeiicreus busnecy...

— CoMHEBarOCh.

— B camom nene? Mx HaBepHsIKa 3aMHTEPECOBAIIO
ObI, 9TO JIsT OJHOI'O M3 BAaIIMX KIMEHTOB SHIO0 000-
IIJIOCH B IATH THICSAY JOJUTAPOB.

— Mos kaMeHTypa HacTOJIBKO HEMHOTOYHCIICHHA,
YTO BBICOKHE IIEHBI NMPOCTO HEN30EKHBI, — OOBIACHUI
Temnmu. — Bo3M0KHO, BBl CIIBIIIAIN O HEKOEM MaHJa-
pHUHE, KOTOPBIM ILIATUJ CKA30YHBIE JEHBIU 3a SHLA C
JIOKa3aHHON JPEBHOCTHIO.

— DTOT THII HE MaHApHH, — 3aMeTi1 Kapmainkir.

— JletictBurensHo. OTHUM CIIOBOM, KaK S YK€ TO-
BOpPHJI, MHE HE HYKHA peKama...

— 51 B aToM He yBepeH. OgHO Bpems s paboTas B
peKiIaMe W CKaxy, 4TO Balla BBIBECKa HA00OpOT —
KJIacCHUYecKasl MpUMaHKa.

— Buano, 4TO BEI HE IICUXOJIOT, — OTBETHJI TeIlIn.

3aMHTEpecyeT Bac?

Telinm ciepxan yasiOKy:

— Her - mer, Omaromapio. To HE BXOAHWT B MOH
TIJIaHBL.

BrICcOKONOCTABIIEHHBIN KIMEHT HAaKOHEL Pa3BEPHYII
MaKeT ¥ WU3BJEK U3 Hero... sino. Hackonbko mMor Bu-
nets TuMm, sio ObUI0 caMoe oObIKHOBeHHOE. Ho ero
obnagarens CMOTpPEN Ha HETO ¢ TaKUM OJIaroroBeHBIM
TpPEmeToM, 4TO eciii OBl TOCIEaHss Kypulla Ha 3emiie
CKOHYANACh JAECATH JIET Ha3ad, TO TPYAHO ObUIO OBI
MPEJICTABUTHh OONBIIYI0 YEJIOBEUECKYI0 pajnocTh. Yrto-
TO BpoJie OOJErYeHHs MOSIBHJIOCH Ha JIMIE KIMEHTA,
Opon3oBoro ot meaporo conuna dmopuael. ABTOMO-
OWIb MATKO TPOHYJICA C MECTa M BCKOPE HCYe3 U3 BH-
na.

— Ber1 nepxute nrunedabpuky? — romoc Tuma mpo-
3By4aJl Pe3Ko.

— Her.

— B Takom cimydae, OynbTe M00€3HBI, CKAKUATE, YEM
K€ BBI 3aHUMAETECh?

— borock, yTO HE CMOTY 3TOTO CHEeNaTh.

C MyTHBIE IOJJ03pEHUs, BO3HUKIINE ¥ TuMa ¢ camo-
r'0 Hayana, yKPeTUIsLIUCh.

— 51 Bemp MOTy OOpaTHTBCS 3a COOTBETCTBYIOIIEH
nHpopMmamnueii B biopo mnpenmpuHMMaTeNnbCcKON es-
TEITHHOCTH.

— Tam BaM He TOMOTYT.

— He nmomoryr? Ho oHmM MOTyT 3amHTEpecoBaThCH,
moveMy OOBIKHOBEHHOE SUI0 OOXOAWTCS BAIIMM KIIH-
€HTaM B TISITh THICSY JAOJUIAPOB.

— ¥V MeHA Malo KIMEHTOB, IO3TOMY S Ha3Ha4dalo
BBICOKYIO LieHy. Kcraru, Bl 3HaeTe, 4TO KHUTaNCKHE
MaHJApUHBI TUTATHIIN THICAYH 3a SHIa, CHECCHHBIE KY-
pHUIIaMH C XOpOIIeH POTOCIOBHON?

— Bamiero kiameHTa HUKaK HE Ha30Belllb KUTAlCKUM
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for a while. Spelling your sign backwards is an
obvious baited hook."

"Then you're no psychologist," Talley said.
"It's just that I can afford to indulge my whims.
For five years I looked at that window every day
and read the sign backwards — from inside my
shop. It annoyed me. You know how a word will
begin to look funny if you keep staring at it? Any
word. It turns into something in no human tongue.
Well, I discovered I was getting a neurosis about
that sign. It makes no sense backwards, but I kept
finding myself trying to read sense into it. When I
started to say 'Deen uoy tahw evah ew' to myself
and looking for philological derivations, I called
in a sign painter. People who are interested
enough still drop in."

"Not many," Carmichael said shrewdly. "This
is Park Avenue. And you've got the place fixed up
too expensively. Nobody in the low-income
brackets — or the middle brackets — would come in
here. So you run an upper-bracket business."

"Well," Talley said, "yes, [ do."

"And you won't tell me what it is?"

"I'd rather not."

"I can find out, you know. It might be dope,
pornography, high-class fencing —"

"Very likely," Mr. Talley said smoothly. "I
buy stolen jewels, conceal them in eggs and sell
them to my customers. Or perhaps that egg was
loaded with microscopic French postcards. Good
morning, Mr. Carmichael."

"Good morning," Carmichael said, and went

— 51 mpocto ocymecTBmI cBOO MeuTy. IlaTe mer s
©KETHEBHO CMOTPEN Ha CTEKJO W YUTaJ 3Ty HAANHCH
3a0M-Hamepe — U3HYTPH MarasuHa. OTO MPHUBOIMIO
MeHS B OemIeHcTBO. 3HaeTe, CJI0BO CTAHOBUTCS CTpPaH-
HBIM, €CJIM Pa3TIsAbIBaTH ero goiroe Bpemsd. JlroOoe
cioBo. OHO mepecTaeT NPUHAAIEKATH K JIIOJICKOMY
s3bIKy. M3-3a 3TOM HaamuCcu y MEHS AK€ Hadaycs
HeBpo3. Ecnm umTath Haamuch HaW3HAHKY, OHa He
MMeEEeT HUKAKOTO CMBICIIA, HO S BCE BPEMS IBITAJICS €To
Haiitu. Koraa s Hayan rooputs: «OHXyH MaB 0TY, OT
BTCE CaH Y» M UCKaTh B 3TOM (DPUIOCOPCKHUIT CMBICI, TO
BBI3BAJ XyJOXHHKA. JIFOMM BCe paBHO NMPHUXOMAT, €CIH
UX 3TO 3aWHTEPECyeT.

— Ho ne ouens MHOro, — ckasan Kapmaiixi. —
3neck Ilapk-aBeHIo, U BBl Pa3MECTHIINCh HA CIHIIKOM
noporoM mMecte. HUKTO ¢ HU3KUMH WM CPETHUMH J0-
XO0JlaMU CIofla HE TMpUAeT. 3HAYNT, BBl paboTaere s
OoraThIx.

— Hy-y... — nporsnyn Temnu. — Bri, noxanyi,
MPaBEI.

— U BEI HE CKaXkeTe, B YeM TYT AENO?

— IMoxamyii, HeT.

— Ho BBI ke IOHMMaeTe, 9TO S MOTY JJOKOMAaThCS.
OT0 MOTYT OBITh HApKOTHKH, MOPHOTpadus, CKyIKa
KpaJIeHOTO B 0CO00 KPYMHBIX pa3Mepax...

— Ouens MpaBaONOg00HO, — BEKIMBO COTJIACHIICS
Tenmu. — 51 ckymaro KpajeHyo OM)KyTepuio, 3aliXH-
BaIO €€ B SfIIa U MPOAar. A MOXET OBITh, IO HAOH-
TO MHKPOCKOITMYECKUMH (PPAHIY3CKUMHU OTKPBITKAMHU.
Jo cBunanus, muctep Kapmaiiki.

— Jlo cBUaHus1, — OTBETUN TOT U Bollen. Emy yxe
JaBHO CJIEeOBaJI0 OBITH B PEAAKIMM, HO 3Ta 3arajaka
CJIMIIKOM CHJIBHO Jpa3Hmia ero. Kakoe-to BpeMms OH
M300pakan MEeTEKTHBA U HAOIIOAAN 32 Mara3mHOM, JI0-
OMBIINCH HEMJIOXMX PE3YyJIhTATOB — B KAKOM-TO CMBIC-

MaHJapHUHOM, — PE30HHO 3aMeTmT TuMm.

— Cornacen ¢ Bamu. Ho, kak Obl TO HU OBLIO, MHE
HE XOTEeJI0Ch OBl PEeKIIaMBl.

— He nrure! 1 HexkoTOpoe Bpems 3aHHMAJCS pe-
KJIAMHBIM JI€JIOM, TI03TOMY KOE€-4TO CMBICIIO B 3TOM.
Baia BeIBeCcKa C MEpEBEPHYTOW HAJIUCBIO — 3TO Je-
IIEBBIN TPIOK JUISI TPOCTAKOB.

— Ber — miroxoi ncuxomnor, — ckasan Tevmu. — S
BCErJa JIMIIb YJOBJIETBOPSIO CBOIO NpUXOTh. Kaxabiii
JIeHb B TE€UEHHE IISITH JIET 51 CMOTPEI Ha 3TY BBIBECKY U
quTan ee HaoOOpoT, M3HYTpH MarasuHa. llocTemenHo
3TO Hajxoeno MHe. Brl He mpoOoBaIyM J0IT0, HE OTPHI-
BasACh, CMOTPETh Ha Kakoe-HUOyAb coBO? DTO OYEHb
3a0aBHOe 3aHATHE. CIIOBO IOCTENEHHO HAIOIHACTCS
KaKMM-TO HOBBIM COJIE€p)KaHWEM, OTIMYHBIM OT IIpH-
BBIYHOTO, KOTOPOE HEBO3MOJKHO OIHUCATh IIPOCTBHIM
YeJI0OBEYECKHUM A3BIKOM. VI3BUHUTE, 1 HEMHOTO OTBJIEK-
csi. OmHUM CJIOBOM, BBIBECKA Hayajla OECHTb MEHS.
Abpaxanabpa uucteimeit Bogs!! Ho g Bce e crapan-
Csl BIOJKUTh B HEE XOTh KaKOH-TO cMbICI. Kak TOIbKO
BCIIOMHHAJIOCh «OH)XXYH MaB OTY OT MEEMH bIM», 5 cpa-
3y IBITAICA OOHAPYXHUTh €ro (PUI0JIOTHYecKoe 3Haue-
Hue. U mpurnacun xynokauka-odpopmurens... Heko-
TOPBIX BBIBECKA 3aMHTEPECOBBIBAET, M OHH 3aXOJIAT.

— Hx He Tak yxx MHOro, — TuM cBepaun B3IIAI0M
BIajenblla MarasumHa. — 3xech [lapk ABeHio. A 3TO
3HAYUT, YTO BBI JTOJDKHBI MHOTO IIJIATHUTH 32 MPaBO TOP-
roBaTh 3€Ch... JII0aU ¢ HU3KUM YPOBHEM JOXOI0B — U
Ja’ke CO CPeIHNM — CIoJla He XoJiT. Takum obpazom,
MOJKHO CZHENaTh BBIBOJ, YTO BBl HMEETE AEJIO TOIBKO C
COCTOSITETTbHBIMU KIIMEHTaMHU.

— Ha, aTo Tak, — noareepaun Teinu.

— Tax BBI HE XOTHTE CKa3aTh, YeM 3aHUMAETECH?

— 51 OB HE XOTeIN JenaTh 3TOTO.

— Hy, 410 ke, s MOTY caM 3TO BBISICHUTh. Bo3moxk-
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out. He was overdue at the office, but annoyance
was the stronger motivation. He played sleuth for
a while, keeping an eye on Talley's shop, and the
results were thoroughly satisfactory — to a certain
extent. He learned everything but why. Late in the
afternoon, he sought out Mr. Talley again.

"Wait a minute," he said, at sight of the pro-
prietor's discouraging face. "For all you know, I
may be a customer."

Talley laughed.

"Well, why not?" Carmichael compressed his
lips. "How do you know the size of my bank ac-
count?

Or maybe you've got a restricted clientele?"

"No. But —"

Carmichael said quickly, "I've been doing
some investigating. I've been noticing your cus-
tomers. In fact, following them. And finding out
what they buy from you."

Talley's face changed. "Indeed?"

"Indeed. They're all in a hurry to unwrap their
little bundles. So that gave me my chance to find
out. I missed a few, but — I saw enough to apply a
couple of rules of logic, Mr. Talley. Item: your
customers don't know what they're buying from
you. It's a sort of grab bag. A couple of times they
were plenty surprised. The man who opened his
parcel and found an old newspaper clipping. What
about the sunglasses? And the revolver? Probably
illegal, by the way — no license. And the diamond
— it must have been paste, it was so big."

"M-mmm," Mr. Talley said.

ne. OH y3HaJ] MOYTH BCE, 32 OAHUM HCKIIOUYEHHEM — K
yeMmy Bce 3T0?

Beuepom oH BHOBB BOIIIEN B Mara3uH.

— Munyrouky, — ckasan Kapmaiiki, 3ameTus
HEJOBOJILCTBO Ha JIMIE XO35MHA MarasuHa. — YTto OBl
BBl HA JYMaJH, HO BEb S TOKE MOTY OBITh KIINEHTOM.

Tennu paccmesuics.

— A mouemy 6w n HeT? — Kapmaiikn momxan ry-
Ob1. — BBl ke He 3HaeTe, CKOJBKO y MEHSA Ha CUeTy.
Wm BbI 06Cmy’KnBaeTe TOJIBKO N30PaHHBIX KIINEHTOB?

—Her. Ho...

— 51 monabmionan, — OBICTPO cKa3all penoprep, — U
BUJIEJ ITUX JIoJiel. YecTHO TOBOps, S NaKe CIeANI 3a
HUMH, 1 3HAIO, 9TO OHH y BacC MTOKYTAIOT.

— IlpaBna? — Temn u3MeHMICA B JIAIIE.

— IlpaBna. Bce oHM oyeHb cnemar pa3BEpHYThb
CBOM TIOKYIKH, M 3TO obOjerdmio MHe 3ajgady. He-
CKOJIBKO MOKYTIOK 5 ITPOTJISAZEN, HO BHJIEN JIOCTaTOYHO,
9TOOBI MOKHO OBLITO MIPUMEHUTH JOTUKY. [Ipexne Bce-
ro: Ballll KJIMEHTH HE 3HAIOT, YTO MOKYMAloT. DTO KaK
norepest. Heckoipko pa3 oHM ObIBamu 310pOBO YIUB-
neHnbl. Kakoii-To napeHs BCKPBUI MAKET U HAIlIe] Na4YKy
BBIPE30K M3 CTApBIX Ta3eT. A YTO BBl CKaXETE O TeM-
HBIX oukax? Mnm peBompBepe, HaBepHSAKA HeNErajb-
HOM H YK TO4HO 0e3 paspemenusn? Mnu anmase... IBHO
HCKYCCTBEHHOM, ITOTOMY YTO OH OBIJI CIWIIKOM OOJIb-
LIOM.

—I'MM... — 3aragouno Oypxkayn Temnn.

— 41 He MONHBII KPETUH U YYBCTBYIO, KOTa YTO-TO
He TaK. bONBIIMHCTBO 3THX JTI0/1eH — OOJIBIINE IIUIIKH
B TOM WJIM WHOM cMbIcie. [loueMy HU OMH W3 HUX HE
3amaaTui BaM HAJWYHBIMH, KakK CJeJad TOT HepBHIi,
YTO IPUXOAMI YTPOM, KOT/AA 51 OBLI 3/1€Ch?

— BooOmie-to s mpomaro B KpeauT, — OOBACHMI
Temnmu. — YV meHs cBou npuHUuUNbel. A HOIKEH HOCTY-

HO, 3TO HapKOOW3HEC, MOpHOTpadus WIN CKylKa Kpa-
JEHHOTO.

— OdeHp mpaBAOMOAO0HO, — CIIOKOWHO OTpearupo-
Ban Teinmn. — I ckymaro KkpaieHblE NParoLeHHOCTH,
BKJIAZIBIBAIO0 B SHIIa M IMPOJAI0 UX CBOMM KJIMEHTaM.
Bcero no6poro, rocionua Kapmumiern.

— Jlo cBupaHus, — cyxo nompouwancs Tum, wu,
B30€IlIeHHbIH, BBICKOYMJI K3 Mara3suHa. OH ObLI Tak
pasmpaxkeH, 4To Jaxke 3a0bl1 O paboTe, Kyma yxke
omno3gai. Boliag B posib ChIIMKA, THM HEKOTOPOE
Bpemsi Habmofan 3a mMarasmHoMm Teim. Pesynbrater
HAOMIOCHNS YJOBIETBOPMIIN €T0, XOTS M YaCTHYHO.
On y3Ham MHOroe, HO HM Ha IIar He MPUOTU3NICS K
OTBETY Ha TJIaBHBIN BOMPOC.

bimxke x Beuepy Tum BHOBB BeTpeTwiics ¢ Teinu.

— Ilpomy Bac ynenute MHE MHUHYTY, — OOpaTwics
OH K XO3SMHYy MarasuHa. TOT HE CKpBIBaJl CBOETO
HEJOBOJILCTBA OYEPETHBIM MOSBIEHHEM HE B Mepy
JOOOIBITHOTO JXypHanucTa. — Benp g mory, HecMoTps
HU Ha 9TO, OBITH BalllMM KJIMEHTOM.

Teiinu BAPYT yABIOHYICS.

— A mouemy 651 1 HeT? — Kapmumen cxai ryosl. —
OTkyna BaM 3HaTh, CKOJBKO y MEHS JIEKHUT B OaHke?
Wmm y Bac orpaHnyeHus 11t KITUEHTOB?

— B o6mewm-To Het. Ho...

Kapmumen, He gociymras Bo3paskeHHi, .ObICTpO 3a-
TOBOPHIL:

— 51 TyT Koe-uto paccnenoBai. Ilonabmogan 3a Ba-
mumu knueHtamu. M naxe cinenun 3a Humu. 1 y3Hain,
YTO KaXJIbI N3 HUX KyIIHJI y Bac.

Brrpaxenue nuna Teilnn n3MeHUIOCH.

— B camom nene?

— B camom nene, — mepenpasun Tum Biazensna
MarasmHa. — Bce OHM chemmian pasBEepHYTh CBOH
CBEPTKH, U TO ITOMOIJIO MHE Y3HAaTh, UTO TaM JIKAJIO.
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"I'm no smart apple, but I can smell a screwy
setup. Most of your clients are big shots, in one
way or another. And why didn't any of 'em pay
you, like the first man — the guy who came in
when [ was here this morning?"

"It's chiefly a credit business," Talley said.
"I've my ethics. I have to, for my own conscience.
It's responsibility. You see, I sell — my goods —
with a guarantee. Payment is made only if the
product proves satisfactory."

"So. An egg. Sunglasses. A pair of asbestos
gloves — I think they were. A newspaper clipping.
A gun. And a diamond. How do you take invento-
ry?"

Talley said nothing.

Carmichael grinned. "You've an errand boy.
You send him out and he comes back with bun-
dles. Maybe he goes to a grocery on Madison and
buys an egg. Or a pawnshop on Sixth for a revolv-
er. Orwell, anyhow, I told you I'd find out what
your business is."

"And have you?" Talley asked.

"We have what you need," Carmichael said.
"But how do you know?"

"You're jumping to conclusions."

"I've got a headache — I didn't have sunglasses!
— and I don't believe in magic. Listen, Mr. Talley,
I'm fed up to the eyebrows and way beyond on
queer little shops that sell peculiar things. I know
too much about 'em — I've written about 'em. A
guy walks along the street and sees a funny sort of
store and the proprietor won't serve him — he sells

MaTh TaK, YTOOBI UMETH CIIOKOMHYIO COBECTb, BEAb HA
MHE JIeKUT OonbIas OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. Buanrte mu, s
IPOJAI0 3TH BEUIUM C HEKOTOPOro pOAa... FapaHTHEMH.
MHe m1aTar, Korja npeaMeT JOKaXeT CBOI0 HeoOXo-
JUMOCTb.

— Ara. fitno. Temusle oukn. AcOecToBbIe pyKa-
BHIIBI — Ka)XeTcs, 3T0 ObuTM OHU? BhIpe3ku u3 raser.
PeBonbep. 1 anmas. Kak BbI 3T0 mpuaymeiBaere?

Tennu Monyair.

— V¥ Bac ecTh NOCBUIBHBIA. BBl oTHpaBisieTe €ro, U
OH BO3BpalllaeTcs C NOKyNKaMu. Bo3MOXkHO, OH UJET B
IPOJIOBOJILCTBEHHBIN Ha MEIUCOH-aBEHIO U IOKYIAET
S0, a MOXkeT, B joMOapa Ha lllecTyro 3a peBonbBe-
poMm. Mnu... Hy 4TO Xk, S TOBOPUJI BaM, YTO PAaHO WIH
MO3JHO CaM y3HAr0, YEM BBl TOPryeETeE.

— W Bam ynamocs? — BexiuBo cmpocun Kap-
MalKJI.

— «Y Hac ecTb TO, YTO BaM HYXKHO», — OTBETHUI
Kapwmaiixn. Ho otkyna BsI 3HaeTe?

— 51 BuKy, BBl ONM3KH K OKOHYATEJIHbHBIM BBIBO-
JaMm.

— 4 He Bepro B Maruo. MHe H3BECTHO MHOTO
CTPAaHHBIX Mara3WH4YMKOB, IPOJAIONIUX HEOOBIYHBIE
npeaMeTsl. S 3Hat0 0 HUX, IOTOMY YTO IHCAI O TAKOM.
Wper yenoek 1o ynuue U BAPYr BUAUT CTPAHHBIN Ja-
PEK, HO XO3HMH HE O0CIIYy)XKUT €T0, TOTOMY YTO TOPTYeT
TOJBKO ¢ THOMaMu... Mnu Tonpko emMy mpopact uyjec-
HBIA aMyJIeT ¢ 0COOBIMHU CBOMCTBaMH. Tak WM WHAYe —
BCE ATO yermyxa!

—I'mMm... — ckazan Temnu.

— MoxeTe XMBIKaTh CKOJIBKO YTOJHO, HO OT JIOTHU-
KM BaM He yidrtu. Minm BCe 3TO Kakoe-TO HalyBaTelb-
CTBO, WJIM 3TO OJUH U3 ITUX CMEIIHBIX Maru4ecKux
Mara3vH4YUKOB. A B HUX S HE BEpIO, IOTOMY YTO 3TO
HEJIOTUYHO.

HexoTopsIx s yrycTHi, HO g YBUAEN JOCTATOYHO, Aa H
K TOMY € 5 3HaKOM C HEKOTOPBIMHU NpaBHJIAMHU JIOTH-
ku. MTak, mormdeckas MOCBIIKA: BAIIM KIWUEHTH He
3HAIOT, 4YTO OHM IOKYMAIOT y Bac. YTO-TO BPOJe KOTa B
Mermke. Heckonbko pa3 oHM OBUTH MPOCTO IOKHUPOBA-
Hel. OJMH U3 BallMX KIHUEHTOB OTKPBUI CBOIl MakeT H
OoOHapy)XHJI TaM CTapble Ta3eTHBbIE BBIPE3KH. A Kak
Hac4yeT COJIHIIE3AIIUTHEIX 04YkoB? Wnum peBombBepa?
Bo3M0)XHO, TIPECTYIHBIM ITyTeM HPUOOPETEHHOTOo —
BEIlb pa3pelIeHrs Ha HOMIEeHHE He ObLT0. A OpUIUIHAHT
— JOJDKHO OBITh TOAJENKA, IOTOMY HYTO Y)X OYEHb
00TBIION.

— M-M, —npoOypuan Teiinu.

— 51 He mpodeccHoHaNbHBIN CHIIINK, HO YyBCTBYIO,
YTO 3[€Ch YTO-TO HEUUCTO. BONBIIMHCTBO BAalIMX KIIH-
€HTOB — B TOM WJIM MHOM CMBICIIE — OOJIBIINE JIOAH.
Ilouemy >xe OHM, B TAaKOM cllydae, HE IUIATHJIH BaM,
KaK HEpBbI KIUEHT, KOTOPBIA NMPUXOJUI K BaM CETO-
JTHSL yTpOM, Korja s ObLI 371ech?

— Moii Gu3HEC OCHOBBIBAETCS Ha JOBEPHUH, — CKa-
3ai Telnu. — Y MeHs CBOM 3THYECKHE IPUHLMIIBL, U 5
UX CTporo cobmonato. Buaure nm, s mpogaro cBOH TO-
Bapel ¢ rapaHTueil. KinueHT pacnnauyuBaeTcsl JIHIIbL B
TOM CJIy4ae, €CIU TOBAp YJIOBIETBOPUI €TO.

— Tak-tak. Ao .Comunesamurtabie ouku. [lapa
acOeCTOBBIX NMEPYATOK — AyMalo, 4YTO TaM ObUIO UMEH-
HO »T0. 'azeTHbie BhIpe3ku. PeBonbBep. U, HakoHern,
OpmnnuanTt. Tak B 4eM jke Ballla CUCTEMa 3aKJII0YaeT-
ca?

Teiinm ocTaBmiI 3TOT Bompoc 0e3 oTBeTa.

Kapmumen ycMexnyics.

— ¥V Bac paboTaeT MaTbYHK-TIOCEUTHHBINA. BB TOCHI-
JlaeTe ero KyjAa-To, U OH BO3Bpamaercss oOpaTHO co
CBEPTKOM. B03MOXHO, OH MPOCTO UAET B TaCTPOHOM
Ha MbaaucoH U nokymnaer tam siiio. Miu peBoiabBep B
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only to pixies — or else he does sell him a magic
charm with a double edge. Well — pfui!"

"Mph," Talley said.

" 'Mph' as much as you like. But you can't get
away from logic. Either you've got a sound, sen-
sible racket here, or else it's one of those funny,
magic-shop setups-and I don't believe that. For it
isn't logical."

"Why not?"

"Because of economics," Carmichael said flat-
ly. "Grant the idea that you've got certain mysteri-
ous powers — let's say you can make telepathic
gadgets. All right. Why the devil would you start a
business so you could sell the gadgets so you
could make money so you could live? You'd simp-
ly put on one of your gadgets, read a stockbroker's
mind and buy the right stocks. That's the intrinsic
fallacy in these crazy — shop things — if you've got
enough stuff on the ball to be able to stock and run
such a shop, you wouldn't need a business in the
first place. Why go round Robin Hood's barn?"

Talley said nothing.

Carmichael smiled crookedly. "'l often wonder
what the vintners buy one half so precious as the
stuff they sell," he quoted. "Well — what do you
buy? I know what you sell — eggs and sunglasses."

"You're an inquisitive man, Mr. Carmichael,"
Talley murmured. "Has it ever occurred to you
that this is none of your business?"

"I may be a customer," Carmichael repeated.
"How about that?"

Talley's cool blue eyes were intent. A new

— Iogemy?

— Ilo 3KOHOMHYECKHMM MpHUYHMHAM, — OOBACHWI
Kapmaiix.

— IlpennonoxuMm Ha CEKyHJIy, 4TO Bbl BJIAJIEETE
KaKMMH-TO TAMHCTBEHHBIMU CHJIAMH — CKaXXeM, MOXKe-
T€ CO3/1aBaTh yCTpoiicTBa Juisl Tenenartud. IlycTe Tak,
HO 3ayeM, 4epT BO3bMH, BaM OTKpPHIBATh Marasuf?
Urobbl mpomaBaTh 3TH yCTPOWCTBA W 3apabaThIBaTh
neHsru? UtoOsr xuTh 3TM? Jla BB OB MPOCTO BKIIIO-
YA 3Ty IITYKY, MPOWIM MBICIN KaKOro-HHOyIh Ma-
KJIepa U KyIHJIN HyXXHbIE akIuu. B 3TOM 1 3akmimrogaer-
Csl BHYTPEHHEE NPOTHUBOPEUHE TaKWUX MPEINpUATHH —
€CJIM Thl 4YEM-TO BJIAJECIIb U MOXKEIIb OTKPBITH IIO-
JTOOHBIN Mara3uH, TO OH OKa3bIBAETCSI BOBCE HE HYXKEH.
3auem urpats B PoOun 'yna?

Tennu He orBetnn. Kapmaiiki KpuBO yCMEXHYICS.

— «4 Bcerma aymaro, 4TO MOKYNAKT TOPTOBLBI
BHHOM, U YTO XOTS ObI HAIlOJIOBUHY Tak IIEHHO, KaK TO,
4eM OHHU TOPryHT», — IPOLUTUPOBAN OH. — B sTOM
BECh BOIIPOC — YTO BHI OKymnaeTe? YTo BBl mpoaaere, s
3HAIO0 — WA U TEMHBIE OUKH.

— Ber GecrakTHbIN yenoBek, mucrep Kapmaitkm, —
THXO0 ckazan Temmu. — BaM He Npuxoauno B TOJIOBY,
YTO 3TO MOIPOCTY HE Ballle Aey10?

— 51 toxe Mory OBITH KIMEHTOM, — IOBTOPHII
Kapmaiix.

— YT0 BBI Ha 3TO CKaXxkeTe?

Xomogueie TONyOble Tiaza Temmm 3aTyMYHBO
cMOTpenu Ha Hero. IIoToM B HMX MOSBHICS KaKOH-TO
O1eck.

— O06 aToM s HE ToayMall, — MPU3HAI OH. — MoXe-
te... [Ipn onpenenennrx odcTosTenseTBax. U3BuHUTE,
s HA MUHYTY.

— Moxanyiicra, — cornacuncs Kapmaiikn, u Temnnu
rcues3 3a MOpPThEPO.

nombapze Ha lllecroit aBenro. Mm... Bnpouewm, mocra-
TOYHO. SI Begp ckaszanm BaM, 4TO pa3depych, YeM BEHI
3aHHMAETEeCh.

— Hy u xax, pazobpanuce?

— «MBI UM€eM TO, YTO BaM HY)KHO», — IMPOIUTHPO-
Bant Kapmumien. — Ho oTkyna Bam U3BECTHO, UTO KOMY
HYXHO?

— BBl CJIIMIIKOM MHOTO XOTHTE 3HaTh, MOJIOJOH Ue-
JIOBEK.

— ITycts 310 Bac He Gecrokout. JlaBaiiTe HEMHOTO
nopaccyxnaaeM. JIn6o BBl 3aHMMaeTech XOPOIIO Opra-
HHU30BaHHBIM MOUIEHHUYECTBOM, JTUOO BBI BOJIIEOHUK
U TOpryeTe BOJIIEOHBIMH BEIIaMHU — a B 3TO s HUKAaK
HE MOTY MOBEPUTH. ITO MPOTHBOPEUMIO OBI 37paBOMY
CMBICILY.

— Iouemy xe?

— Ilo ’xOHOMHYECKHM COOOpaXEHHSIM, — TEHepb
yxke crnokoilHo nponomkan Tum. JomycTum, 4TO BbI
JIeHCTBUTENBHO O0OJlafjaeTe KaKUMH-TO CBEpXbecTe-
CTBEHHBIMH KadecTBaMHu. JlOMyCTHM TakX e, YTO BBHI
JenaeTe BEIIM C TeNeNaTHYeCKHUMH CBOHCTBaMH.
[Tycte O6ynet Tak. Torma 3auemM BaM BC€ OTO, €CIH BHI
MOJKETEe MPOCTO MPOJABaTh BallN M300peTeHHus, 3apa-
6aTeIBaTh OOJBIINE JCHBIH M JKUTh Ha MIUPOKYIO HOTY;
Benp BaM JOCTaTOYHO NMPUBECTH B ACUCTBUE ONHO U3
HUX, MPOYNTATh TMPU MOMOIIM HETO 3aMBICIbI, BBIHA-
IIMBaeMble OWpP)KEBBIMH MaKJIEpaMH W BBIKYIIUTH Te
aKIU{, KOTOPBIE TapaHTUPOBAHHO TOJCKOYAT B IICHE.
3auem BaM JMIIHSSA HepBoTpenka? Hansamm Ob1 cebe
TOJIKOBBIX peOSAT, KOTOpPBIE BCE OPTaHU3YIOT, a CaMH
OBl TUIIb KOHTPOJIMPOBAIHN UX pabOTy M HE CTOSUIH 32
MPUIIABKOM. 3a4eM TaK YCIOXKHSITH c€0€ KHU3Hb?

Teinu XpaHui MOJIYaHUE.

Tum ckpuBUI T'yOBI.

— «MeHs 4acTo yAMBISIOT BUHOTOPTOBIIbI, KOTOPHIE
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light dawned in them; Talley pursed his lips and
scowled.

"I hadn't thought of that," he admitted. "You
might be. Under the circumstances. Will you ex-
cuse me for a moment?"

"Sure," Carmichael said. Talley went through
the curtains.

Outside, traffic drifted idly along Park. As the
sun slid down beyond the Hudson, the street lay in
a blue shadow that crept imperceptibly up the bar-
ricades of the buildings. Carmichael stared at the
sign — WE HAVE WHAT YOU NEED - and
smiled.

CHapyXu MaIIWHBl JIGHUBO JBUTAJHNCH BIOJb
[Tapk-aBenro. ConHIlE y)XKe CIpsATaNOCh rae-To 3a ['ya-
30HOM, W YJIHIA MOTPY3MJIach B ToylyOyi0 TeHb, He3a-
METHO TMOTJIOTHBINYI0 Tpomanabl Hebockpebos. Kap-
Maika B3rasAHyn Ha BeIBecky — Y HAC ECTbH TO,
UTO BAM HYXHO — u ycmexnycs.

MOKYTIAlOT TIOJNMHWHTHI BUHA 3a IIeHy Ooyee BBICOKYIO,
4eM IPOJAI0T CBOE», — BCIOMHUII OH YbU-TO CIOBA. —
Hy, a BbI uT0 mokynaere? Sl 3Hato0, 4TO BBl IPOAAETE —
SIMIIa U COJIHLIE3AIIUTHBIE OUKH. ..

— Bwr cnmmmkoM nmo60mbITHEL, TocmoawH Kapmu-
niesl, — PacTIruBas CI0Ba, TUXO Hporosopun Tennwu.
— BaM He IpUXOAUT B FOJIOBY, YTO BBbI JI€3ETE HE B CBOE
neno?

— 51 Mory OBITH BalIMM MOTEHIIHAIBHBIM KIHEHTOM,
— cHoBa noBTopmi Tum. — Kak BbI Ha 31O cMOTpHTE?

Teiinu He cBogwi ¢ TuMa IPOHULATENBHOTO B3IJISA-
Jla CBOMX ToiyOBIX ria3. YTo-To HOBOE MOSIBIIIOCH B
ux BeIpaxkeHnH. OH MoaKan ryosl 1 HaXMypHIICS.

— 51 xak-To He mogyMman o0 3TOM, — MPHU3HAJICSA OH
mocie HeOONBINON May3sl, MEICHHO BBITOBAPHUBAL
cioBa. — A, Brpouem, moueMy Obl U HeT? Bbl Moxere
HEMHOT'O IT0I0K/1aTh?

— Koneuno, — cornacmicsa Tum.

Teinu ckpbUICS 32 3aHABECKOM.

3a OKHOM HECIIEUTHO IIIBUT PAa3HOIBETHBII aBTOMO-
OWJIBHBIN TIOTOK. 3aKaTHOE COJHIIE HE3aMETHO yXOJH-
7o 3a I'yn3on. I'mrantckue romyObple TEHH MEIJIEHHO
Hanoj3anyu Ha Oappukansl 3gannil. ['opox morpysxaics
B cyMepku. TvM BHOBB mpoOekal ria3aMu 1o pexiame
Teiinn — «MBbI IMeEM TO, UTO BaM HYKHO» — H 3acMe-
SUICSL.




