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R. KIPLING

THE MADNESS OF PRIVATE ORTHERIS

Oh! Where would I be when my froat was dry?
Oh! Where would I be when the bullets fly?
Oh! Where would I be when I come to die?
Why,
Somewheres anigh my chum.
If ‘e’s liquor ‘e’ll give me some,
If ’'m dyin’ ‘e’ll ‘old my ‘ead,
An’ ‘e’ll write ‘em ‘Ome when I’m dead.
Gawd send us a trusty chum!
Barrack-Room Ballad.

My friends Mulvaney and Ortheris had gone on
a shooting expedition for one day. Learoyd was still
in hospital, recovering from fever picked up in
Burma. They sent me an invitation to join them, and
were genuinely pained when I brought beer — almost
enough beer to satisfy two Privates of the Line... and
Me.

“Twasn’t for that we bid you welkim, Sorr,’
said Mulvaney, sulkily. “’Twas for the pleasure av
your comp’ny.’

Ortheris came to the rescue with — ‘Well, ‘e
won’t be none the worse for bringin’ liquor with
‘im. We ain’t a file o> Dooks. We’re bloomin’
Tommies, ye cantankris Hirishman; an’ ‘eres your
very good ‘ealth!’

We shot all the forenoon, and killed two pariah-

P. KUIIJIMHT

NPUITAJTOK PATOBOTI'O OP3UPUCA
Ilep. E. M. Yucmsakoeoti-Bap

Mowu npy3pst MensBaneit 1 Op3upuC OTIIPABIIIUCH
omHaXIbl Ha oxoTy. Jlepolia ObuT emie B rocnuraie,
IJIc OH TOMPABISIICS IOCHIC JHMXOPAJKH, KOTOPYIO
moaxBatwii B bupme. OHM TpHCIaTM  MHE
TIpUTIIANIICHUE TTPUCOCTUHUTHCS K HUIM M HETTPUTBOPHO
OTOPYIIIUCH, YTO 5 TIPUBE3 C COOOW NHBa — TOYTH B
JIOCTATOYHOM KOJIMYECTBE, YTOOBI YIOBICTBOPHUTH
IIBYX PSAIOBBIX JIMHEWHOTO TIOJIKA... U MCHSI.

— MB&I He AJI 3TOTO MPUTJIAIAIKN Bac, CP, — XMYPO
nporoBopusi MenbBaHeil. — MBI XOTelu TOJBKO BOC-
TIOJTH30BATHCS YIOBOJIBCTBHEM ITOOBITH B BarieM 00-
ILIECTBE.

Op3upuc nojocrien Ha BeIpyuky. OH ckazai:

— Hy 4ro xe. Benp u muBo OyneT He JUMTHUM. MBI
He yTKH. MBI OpaBbIe CONIATHI, Opro3ra-mpiiaHiell.
Bame 3nopoBbe!

MBI OXOTHIIUCH BCE YTPO, YOUIIU IBYX JTUKUX COOAK,

P. KUIIVIMHI

BE3YMHUE PAJOBOT'O OPTEPUCA
Ilepesoo H.Paxmarosotl

O uem 5 Mmeuman ¢ nepecoxuum pmom?
O yem st npocun cyobby noo ochem?
O yem nomontocs s neped KOHyom?
O mowm,
Ymob psidom cmosii OpysHCOK.

Co mHnoti o1 pazdenum 800bl 210MOK,
Iaza no cmepmu 3akpoem mHe,
Jlomoti omnuwem moeti poone, -
lpyoicka oa nouwtnem nam 602
Kaszapmennas 6annaoa (Ilep. FO.Koprneesa)

Mowu apy3psi Mansean u OpTepuc OTHAXKIBI CO-
Opanuck TOOXOTHUThCA. Jlupolj Bce emie Jiexal B
Jazapere, OMpaBJACH IOCTE JMXOPAIKH, KOTOPYIO
nmoaxBatui B bupme. OHM Tocnanm 3a MHOM W HE Ha
IIYTKY pa3o0HIeNnch, KOrjua s MPHUXBAaTHII ¢ COOOit
MUBa — B KOJIMYECTBE MOYTH J[OCTATOYHOM, YTOOBI
YIOBJIETBOPHUTH IBOWX PSNOBBIX JMHEHHOTO TIOJNKA M
MeHSI.

— MpsI Bac He M3 KOPBICTU NpUIJIAIliaiy, Cdp, — C
YKOpHU3HOU ckazanl MayiBeHu. — MBI BeJlb U TaK pajibl
Bac BUJIETb.

OpTepuc MOCHEmn CIaCTH MOJOXKEHUE:

— Hy yx, pa3 npunec, He oTKaxeMcsa. YTo MbI ¢
T00OI 3a TyCH TakuWe, MBI TMPOCTO [Ba MPOMAIIAX
TOMMH, OprO3Ta THI UPJIAHJICKas. 3a BaIlle 3J0pPOBhe!

MBI OpOOXOTHIIUCH BCE YTPO U HOJACTPENIUIU IBYX
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dogs, four green parrots, sitting, one kite by the
burning-ghaut, one snake flying, one mud-turtle, and
eight crows. Game was plentiful. Then we sat down
to tiffin — ‘bull-mate an’ branbread,” Mulvaney
called it —by the side of the river, and took pot shots
at the crocodiles in the intervals of cutting up the
food with our only pocket-knife. Then we drank up
all the beer, and threw the bottles into the water and
fired at them. After that, we eased belts and
stretched ourselves on the warm sand and smoked.
We were too lazy to continue shooting.

Ortheris heaved a big sigh, as he lay on his
stomach with his head between his fists. Then he
swore quietly into the blue sky.

‘Fwhat’s that for?’ said Mulvaney. ‘Have ye not
drunk enough?’

‘Tott’nim Court Road, an’ a gal I fancied there.
Wot’s the good of sodgerin’?’

‘Orth’ris, me son,” said Mulvaney, hastily, ‘’tis
more than likely you’ve got throuble in your inside
wid the beer. I feel that way mesilf whin my liver
gets rusty.’

Ortheris went on slowly, not heeding the
interruption —

‘I’'m a Tommy — a bloomin’, eight-anna, dog-
stealin” Tommy, with a number instead of a decent
name. Wot’s the good o’ me? If I ‘ad a stayed at
‘Ome, I might a married that gal and a kep’ a little
shorp in the ‘Ammersmith ‘Igh. — “S.Orth’ris, Prac-
ti-cal Taxi-der-mist.” With a stuff’ fox, like they ‘as
in the Haylesbury Dairies, in the winder, an’ a little
case of blue and yaller glass-heyes, an’ a little wife
to call “shorp!” “shorp!” when the doorbell rung. As

YeThIPEeX 3€JeHBIX TOITyraeB, OJHOTO KOPIIYHa OKOJIO
MeCTa, TJIe CKUTAIOT TPYTIBI, OJIHY yAUPABIIYIO OT HacC
3MEI0, OJHY OOJIOTHYHO depernaxy M BOCEMb BOPOH.
Juan 6po mHOTO. IloTOM MBI Ccenm MO3aBTpaKarth
«MSACOM W dYepHbIM XJeOom», KaK BBIpa3HIICA
MenbBaneii, Ha Oepery peku. Mbl  OOXOAMIUCH
CJIMHCTBEHHBIM CKJIQJHBIM HOXXOM U B TPOMEXKYTKaX
CTpEJIsUH, He NEeNSCh, B KpoKoawioB. Ilocie 3Toro Mer
BBIMIIJIM BCE MUBO, MOOpocayii OYTBUIKM B BOJAY H
CTpessUn Takke 1o HuM. HakoHer, pacmycTus mosca,
MBI pa3JIeTyIiCh Ha TETJIOM IIeCKe M CTalH KypuTh. Ham
ObUIO JIeHb CTpelsATh. Op3upuC TIIyOOKO B3AOXHYIL,
JIe)Ka Ha KUBOTE U TOJIEPEB rojioBy pykamu. [lorom
MPECNOKOHHO BBIpYyTaycs B rodydoe Heo.

— Yero TbI, — cipocusl MenbBaHel, — WKW Majo BbI-
nun?

— Mue npurpesunnack ToTHUMCKast Topora, a Ha Her
neBYoHKa. UTO XOpoIiero — TSHyTh JIAMKY cojigara’?

— Opsupuc, TuTs Moe, — IMOCIENIHO cKa3an MenbBa-
HEeH, — JOJDKHO OBITh, Thl PAacCTPOWI ceOe KETyI0K
MUBOM. Sl 4yBCTBYIO TO e, KOT/Ia TeYeHKa HaunHaeT
OYHTOBATb.

Op3upuc npoJoinKain MeAJIeHHO, He oOpalias BHH-
MaHUs Ha TO, YTO €r0 MPepBaIH:

— 51 — ToMMU 3710pOBEHHBIN, CTOSIIIIUN BOCEMb aHHA,
Bopytonmii cobak, ToMMH ¢ HOMEPOM BMECTO IpH-
JIMYHOTO MMEHU. A Kakod Bo MHE TONK? OcTaHbCs s
ZoMa, s ObI MOT JKEHUTHCS Ha TOH JAEBYIIKE U JAepXKaTh
JIaBOYKYy Ha XHUMMEPCMHUTCKOW ymure: «Op3upuc,
MperapaTop Yyydein», ¢ JUCHIIAMU Ha OKHAX, KaK 3UMOM
B XaWnpCOCpHICKOW MOJIOYHOW, ¥ MaJCHBKHM
SIIIAYKOM JKENITBIX U TONYOBIX CTEKJISIHHBIX TJa3, U C
MaJeHbKOW KCHOH, KOTOpas 3Bajia Obl B JIABKY, KOTJa
3a3BOHUT KOJIOKOJILYHK Y NIBEPH. A Temepb S TOIBKO

OIIMYABIIMX CO0AK, YETHIPEX MHPHO CHUAEBLIMX Ha
BETKE 3€JIEHbIX IIOIyraeB, OJHOI0 KOPIIyHa OKOJIO
IUIOMIAJKY, TA€ COKUTAIU TPYILI, OOHY yAUPABIIYIO OT
HAac 3MEI0, OJHY PEYHYIO0 Yepenaxy U BOCEMb BOPOH.
JoOpua Obma Oorartas. [opaple, MBI ycemnch Ha
Oepery peKH TIEPEKYCUTHb BOJIOBBUM MSCOM H
COJIIaTCKUM XJIeOOM, KaK BbIpaszuwics MainBeHH, U, B
OKU/IaHUM OYepeld Ha €JUHCTBEHHBIH MMEBIIMHCS y
HAC CKIQJHOW HOX, TMOCTPENMBall Hayrag IIo
KpOKOAWIaM... BBIIMUB Bce MHBO, MBI MoOpocaiu
OyTBUIKM B BOLY M OTKpbUIM 1O HUM majibOy. IloTom
ocna0win mosca, PacTAHYJIUCh Ha TEIUIOM IIECKE H
3akypwid. [IpogomkaTh OXOTUTBCS HaM OBLIO JICHb.

Oprepuc, nexxa Ha KMBOTE M TOXAINEPEB TOIOBY
KyJlakaMH, HMCIYCTHJ TsDKenbli B3mox. Ilorom Tuxo
BBIPYTaJICSl B TPOCTPAHCTBO.

— C dero 310? — cnpocun Mansenu. — Hemomm,
41O JTH?

— Bcenomuun Torrenxem-KopT-poyn u  oany
JEBUOHKY B Te€X Kpasx. 37I0pOBO OHA MHE HPaBUIACh.
DX, IPOKJIATAs XKU3Hb comaTckas!

— Oprepuc, CBHIHOK, — TOPOILIUBO TEPEOMIT €ro
MasnBeHn, — He HMHaye, Thl PAacCTPOMJI cede HYTpO
NUBOM. Y MEHS Yy caMoro Tak ObIBaeT, KOTAa MeueHKa
OyHTYyeT.

Oprepuc, npornycTUB MUMO yIIeH ciioBa ManBeHn,
MEJIEHHO MPOAOIIKAI:

— S ToMMu, mponamuii TOMMH, TOMMH 32 BOCEMb
aH, BOpIOra-co6ayHuk ToMMH ¢ HOMEPOM B3aMeH
nopsnounoro umeHu. Kakoit ot wmeHs mpok? A
ocTaHbCs 51 JOMa — XXEHWICS Obl Ha TOH JEBUOHKE U
Iepkam  Obl  JJaBOYKY Ha  XOMMEPCMHT — Xaif:
«C.Oprepuc, HabuBaeT uydena». B okxomike y MeHs
Obuta OBl BBICTaBIICHA JIMCHIA, KaKk Ha XeHicOepu B
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it, ’'m on’y a Tommy — a Bloomin’, Gawdforsaken,
Beer-swillin® Tommy. “Rest on your harms -
‘versed. Stan’ at — hease; ‘Shun. ‘Verse — harms.
Right an’ lef” — tarn . Slow — march. ‘Alt — front.
Rest on your harms — versed‘. With blank-cartridge
— load" An’ that’s the end o’me.” He was quoting
fragments from Funeral Parties’” Orders.

‘Stop ut!” shouted Mulvaney. ‘Whin you’ve
fired into nothin’ as often as me, over a better man
than yoursilf, you will not make a mock av thim
orders. ‘Tis worse than whistlin’ the Dead March in
barricks. An’ you full as a tick, an’ the sun cool, an’
all an’ all! I take shame for you. You’re no better
than a Pagin — you an’ your firin’ parties an’ your
glass-eyes. Won’t stop ut, Sorr?’

What could I do? Could I tell Ortheris anything
that he did not know of the pleasures of his life? 1
was not a Chaplain nor a Subaltern, and Ortheris had
a right to speak as he thought fit.

‘Let him run, Mulvaney,’ I said. ‘It’s the beer.’
‘No! ‘Tisn’t the beer,” said Mulvaney. ‘I know
fwhat’s comin’. He’s tuk this way now an’ agin, an’
it’s bad — it’s bad — for I’'m fond av the bhoy.’

Indeed, Mulvaney seemed needlessly anxious;
but I knew that he looked after Ortheris in a fatherly
way.

‘Let me talk, let me talk,” said Ortheris,
dreamily. ‘D’you stop your parrit screamin’ of a ‘ot
day, when the cage is a-cookin’ ‘is pore little pink
toes orf, Mulvaney?’ ‘Pink toes! D’ye mane to say
you’ve pink toes undher your bullswools, ye
blandanderin’,’~  Mulvaney gathered himself
together for a  terrific  denunciation —

Tommu, TPOKIATHIN, 3a0BITEIA boroMm, TSHYIIHNA MTUBO
Tommu. «Cwmupro! Bompro! Tuxo — mapm! Croii!
XonocteM 3apsaaom min!» Y Bce KoHUEHO.

OH BBIKpUKHBAJ OTPHIBKM KOMAaHIBI TpU TOTrpede-
HUU.

— Croit! — xpuknyn MenbBaneil. — Eciou Ob1 ThI
CTpEJISUT B BO3AYX Tak K€ 4acTo, Kak 5, HaJ MOTHIIOH
Joel momydie Teds caMoro, Tak He cTajl Obl CMeATh-
Cci HaJg TakoM KoOMaHAOW. OTO XyXe, UeM
HACBHUCTBIBaTh TOXOPOHHBIM Mapml B Ka3apMax.
Hanmcs, kak Mex, ¥ COJTHIIE HE aeT MPOXJIaIbl, H BCE
omHo K omgHoMy. CrteimHO 3a TeOs. Twl He mydre
SI3BIYHUKA CO BCEMU CBOMMH OXOTaMH M CTECKIISTHHBIMU
r1asamu. Jla yiimute ero, cap!

Uro s mor caenats? Pa3Be s Mor ykazats Op3upucy
Ha Kakue-mu0O pajoCTH ero >KU3HW, KOTOPBIX OH HE
3Han? Sl He kamemwnaH u He cyOantepH, a Op3upuc
VIME MTOJTHOE ITPABO TOBOPUTH, YTO €MY B3IyMAaeTCs.

— OcTaBbTe €ro B IOKOe, MeabBaHeH, — cKas3all 5. —
3OT0 nuBo.

— Her, e mmBo, — oTBeyan MenpBaneil. — S 3Haro,
YTO HauMHaeTcs. Ha Hero 3To HaxXoAWT BpeMEHaMU;
IUIOXO 3TO, OYEHb IUIOXO0, MOTOMY HYTO S JHOOJIO
MaJIoro.

Ha camom nene, ka3zanock, uro MenbBaHel Hampac-
HO OIacajicsi, HO sI 3HaJ, YTO OH IT0-0TE€YEeCKHU OTHOCHII-
cs k Op3upucy.

— He memraiite MHe, — B 1oTy3a0bIThH ToBOpHI Op-
3upuc. — Pa3Be T OCTAaHOBHIITL CBOETO MOIyTast, KOTAa
OH KPUYHT B J)KapKUH JIEHb OT TOTO, YTO KIICTKA JKXKET
€ro MajJieHbKHE PO30BBIC MATBYUKH, MebBaHeH?

— PosoBrie mampumkm! Y TeOs, 4TO M, PO30BBIC
NIBYMKH T0J OyHBOJIOBOM WIEPCTHIO, HEXEHKa? —
MenbBaHell codpaics ¢ AyXoM, YToObI OOPYIINTHCS Ha

MOJIOYHOW, WMeJCs OBl SAIMMUYEeK C TONyOBIMH W
JKENTHIMU CTEKSIHHBIMU TIJIa3aMM, M JKEHYIIKa 3Baja
obl: «B naBky! B naBky!» — Korja 3a3BOHHUT JBEPHOM
KOJIOKOJIPYUK. A Teneppb s IPOCTO TOMMH, IPOMAIIHii,
3a0BITEIN OoroMm, aytommii MBO ToMMHu. «K Hore —
Kpyrom — BossHO! CmupHo! [Ipuxnans! BBepx! Ileppas
IiepeHra Hampa-, — BTopas HaneBo! Illarom mapm!
Croit! K nore! Kpyrom! XomocteiMu 3apspkaii!» U
MHE KOHell.

Oprepuc  BBIKPHKHBAI
norpe0anbHON IepeMOHHH.

— 3arkanch! — 3aopan Mansenu. — Ilammm ObI THI
HaJ MOTWJIaMH XOpOIIMX JIIONEH, CKOJBKO MHE
NPUXOAWIOCH, TaK HE MOBTOPST OBl MOIMYCTy 3THUX
cioB! DTO XyXe, YeM MOXOPOHHBIN MapIl B Ka3zapMax
cBUCTeTh. Hanmics Tl 10 KpaeB, COJHIE HE KapUT —
yero Tebe emie Hano? CTeIAHO MHE 3a TeOs. HuuyTh ThI
HEe Jyd4mie s3bYHHKAa — KOMAaHIbl BCSIKHE, IJia3a
CTCKJIIHHBIC, BUAMIID JH... MOXXETe Bbl YpPE30HUTH
ero, cap?

Uro s mor nogenats? Pa3se mor ykazats Oprepucy
Ha KaK{e-TO IPEJIECTH CONIATCKOM >KU3HHU, O KOTOPBIX
OH caM Obl He 3Han? Sl He KamneJIaH U He cyOanTepH, a
Oprepuc uMeNn TMOJIHOE TMpPaBO TOBOPUTH  4YTO
B3yMaeTcs.

— Ilycts ero, ManBeHu, — ckaszan s. — OTO Bce
MIHBO.

— Her, He tuBo! — BO3paszmin ManBeHu. — Yk S-TO
3Haro, 4yto Oyzer. Ha Hero yxe HakarbIBajo 3TO, OX,
KaK Xy/0, KOMy U 3HaTh, KaKk HE MHE, — S Be/Ib MapHs;
1100110,

Mue omaceHuss MalBeHM IOKa3alHCh  He-
000CHOBaHHBIMH, HO s 3HajJ, YTO OH IO-OTCUECKH
3abotutcs 06 Oprepuce.

06pI>IBKI/I KOMaH/q
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‘schoolmisthress! Pink toes! How much Bass wid
the label did that ravin’ child dhrink?’

“’Tain’t Bass,’ said Ortheris. ‘It’s a bitterer beer
nor that. It’s ‘ome-sickness!’

‘Hark to him! An’ he goin’ Home in the in the
inside av four months!’

‘I don’t care. It’s all one to me. ‘Ow d’you
know I ain’t ‘fraid o’ dyin’ ‘for I gets my discharge
paipers?’ He recommenced, in a sing-song voice, the
Orders.

I had never seen this side of Ortheris’ character
before, but evidently Mulvaney had, and attached
serious importance to it. While Ortheris babbled,
with his head on his arms, Mulvaney whispered to
me —

‘He’s always tuk this way whin he’s been
checked overmuch by the childher they make
Sarjints nowadays. That an’ havin’ nothin’ to do. I
can’t make ut out anyways.’

‘Well, what does it matter? Let him talk himself
through.’

Ortheris began singing a parody of ‘The Ramrod
Corps,” full of cheerful allusions to battle, murder,
and sudden death. He looked out across the river as
he sang; and his face was quite strange to me.
Mulvaney caught me by the elbow to insure
attention.

‘Matther? It matthers everything! ‘Tis some sort
av fit that’s on him. I’ve seen ut. ‘Twill hould him
all this night, an’ in the middle av it he’ll get out av
his cot an’ go rakin’ in the rack for his ‘coutremints.
Thin he’ll come over to me an’ say, “I’m goin’ to

Bombay. Answer for me in the mornin’." Thin me

Hero. — [IIkonbpHas yuuTenbHULA. PO30BBIE NANBUMKH.
Ckonpko OYTBUIOK € SIpIBIKOM baca BBITYIO 3TO
Opezsiee TUTATKO?

— Ot1o — He bac, — ckazan Op3upuc. — 310 — IHBO
MOKperrde. DTO TOCKa M0 POIHHE.

— Ilocnymait ero! Pa3Be oH HE OTIpaBUTCS uepe3
YeThIpe Mecsla JOMOH B Liepanuce?

— Mmne Bce paBHO. Bce ogHo. OTKynma ThI 3HAeIb,
4TO 5 HE 00I0Ch YMEPETh MPEkKAEC, UM MOTydy OTITYCK-
HOit Owmner? — W oH cHOBa, HapacmeB, Hayal
BBIKPHUKHBATh KOMaHIY.

MHe HHKOrJa HE TPUXOAWIOCh Habmomate Op3u-
puca B TaKOM COCTOSIHUM, HO Juisi MenbBaHes 3To,
OUYEBUIHO, HE OBLJIO HOBOCTHIO, M OH MPHUIaBajl IPOUC-
XOJIUBIIEMY cepbe3Hoe 3HaueHue. lloka Opsupuc
0OpMOTaJ, CXBaTHBIIWUChL 3a TOJIOBY, MemnbBaHe
IICTIHYJI MHE!

— C HuM 310 Beeraa ObIBaeT, KOT/a YK CIHIIKOM €ro
MYIITPYIOT 3TH MJIQJICHIBI, KOTOPBIX TEMeph AETar0T
cepkantamu. Hewero um penarth. MHaue He Mory
OOBSCHHTD.

— Hy u4ro xe.
BBICKaXKETCSL.

Op3upuc Haval NeTh TapoInIo Ha mecHio «Pammop-
CKHH KOPITyC», TIOJHYIO HAMEKOB Ha OWTBBI, YOHMIICTBa
¥ BHE3AIHYI0 CMEpTh. MenbBaHEell CXBaTWiI MEHS 3a
JIOKOTb, 4TOOBI 0OpaTHTh MOE€ BHUMAHHUE.

— Hugero crpamaoro. Ouens crpamuo. C HUM, Tak
cKazaTh, MPUIAJIOK. YK s 3apaHee 3Hal. Bcro Houb
MIPOMYYUT €T0, a TIOCPEIU HOYM OH BCKOYHUT C KOWKH H
MOWJIET UCKaTh CBOIO oJiexkay. [loToM mpuper Ko MHe
n ckaxer: «Emy B bomOeit. OrBerh 3a MeHS Ha
yTpeHHe# nepekinuuke». Toraa s HauyHy OOpPOTHCS C
HUM, KaK U MPEXK/JIe, OH OyIeT cTaparbCs yOexKaTh, a s

Huuero crpawmnoro. Ilycts

— He memaiite, gaiite aynry u3nuth, — Kak OynrTo B
nony3abeIThr Tipom3Hec Oprepuc. — ManBeHH, ThI
pa3Be 3ampeTHilh TBOEMY MOMYrail opaTh B JKapKHH
JIeHb, KOT/Ia KJIETKa €My PO30BBIE JIATTKU YIKET?

— PozoBeie manku! 10 y TE0s, UTO JTH, PO3OBBIE
nanku, OyiBon? Ax Tel, — MaJIBeHH Bech coOpalics,
TOTOBACH K COKPYIIMTEIBHOW OTHOBEAM, — ax TbI
cmabonepBHas neBunia! PozoBeie mamku! CroJbKO
OyTBUIOK ¢  spiblkoM bacca  Beygymo — Hame
cOecuBIIeeCs TUTATKO?

— bacc um npu wem, — Bo3pazun Optepuc. — Tyt
Koe-uTo moropuee. Tocka y MeHs, ToMo#i xo4y!

— Her, BBl cabimure! Jla OH IOINIBIBET JOMOM B
MyHAHpEe 0€3 TOrOoH He MO3KEe, KaK Yepe3 YeThIpe
Mmecsal

— Hy u uro? Bce enuno! IloueM THI 3Haems,
MOXeET, S OOICh COOXHYTb paHbIlE, YeM IMOIydy
YBOJIBLHUTENFHBIE OYMarm.

OH oOmATh TIPHUHSICI
norpe6aibHbIe KOMaHIbL.

C aToif cTopoHoit xapaktepa OpTepuca s ere He
OBLT 3HAKOM, OJTHAKO Il ManBeHH OHa, OUYEBUIHO, HE
ObUTa HOBOCTBIO, 1 OH OTHOCHJICSI K IPOMCXOAMBILIEMY
BecbMa cepbesHo. [loka Oprepuc G6opmoTan, ypoHHB
rOJIOBY Ha pyKw, MaBeHHU IIETTHYT MHE:

— C HUM Bcerza 3Tak OBIBAaeT, KOTAA €ro JIONEeKyT
MJIJICHILIBI, U3 KOTOPBIX HBIHYE CEPXKaHTOB jeiatoT. [a
1 ot Oe3nenns 6ecurcs. MHade oT vero eme — yma He
MIPHUIIOKY.

— Hy u uro TyT ctpamnoro? [lycTs BEITOBOpHTCS.

Opreprc Hayam TETh BECEJCHBKYIO MapOJUi0 Ha
«IIoMIONBHBIA  KOPIYC», MOJIHYI0  YOWICTB,
CpaXeHHM U BHe3amHbIX cMmeprei. Ilpu 3TOM OH
IJIAET 32 PeKy, U JIMLO ero MOKa3ajJoCh MHE UY)KHM.

HapacreB  IMOBTOPSTH
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an’ him will fight as we’ve done before — him to go
an’ me to hould him — an’ so we’ll both come on the
books for disturbin’ in barricks. I’ve belted him, an’
I’ve bruk his head, an’ I’ve talked to him, but ‘tis no
manner av use whin the fit’s on him. He’s as good a
bhoy as ever stepped whin his mind’s clear. I know
fwhat’s comin’, though, this night in barricks. Lord
send he doesn’t loose on me whin I rise to knock
him down. ‘Tis that that’s in my mind day an’
night.’

This put the case in a much less pleasant light,
and fully accounted for Mulvaney’s anxiety. He
seemed to be trying to coax Ortheris out of the fit;
for he shouted down the bank where the boy was
lying —

‘Listen now, you wid the “pore pink toes” an’
the glass-eyes! Did you shwim the Irriwaddy at
night, behin’ me, as a bhoy shud; or were you hidin’
under a bed, as you was at Ahmid Kheyl?’

This was at once a gross insult and a direct lie,
and Mulvaney means it to bring on a fight. But
Ortheris seemed shut up in some sort of a trance. He
answered slowly, without a sign of irritation, in the
same cadenced voice as he had used for his firing-
party orders —

¢ Hi swum the Irriwaddy in the night, as you
know, for to take the town of Lungtungpen, naked
an’ without fear. where I was at Ahmed Kheyl you
know, and four bloomin’ Pathans know too. But that
was summat to do, an’ I didn’t think o’ dyin’. Now
I’m sick to go ‘Ome — go ‘Ome — go ‘Ome! No, I
ain’t mammysick, because my uncle brung me up,
but I’m sick for London again; sick for the sounds of

CTaHy ero yAepXwBaTb, W 00a, TakuM o00pazom,
rmomajieM B mTpadHyo KHUTY 32 HapyIIeHHE THIIWHBI
B KazapMmax. S| yxke W XjecTtajn ero, U rojloBy emy
pa30bmBay, W YroBapWMBaJ €ro, HO, KOT/Ia Ha HETo
HaxXOIWT TPHUMAI0K, Bce Oecmone3Ho. OH CIIaBHBIH
nmapeHb, Korga B cBoeM yme. Ho s 3Haio yxke, 4To
OyZer ceroiHs HOYbIO B Kazapmax. [lait Tompko bor,
9TOOBI OH HE HAOpOCWIICS Ha MEHs, KOTna s BCTaHy,
4TOOBI COUTH €ro ¢ HOr. BOT uero st 60rCh U JICHHO H
HOIIHO.

OTo mpumaBaio Aedy 3HAYMTENBHO MEHee TPHST-
HBI OTTEHOK M BIIOJIHE OOBSCHSIIO TpeBory MembBa-
Hes. OH, Ka3aJloch, XOTEN YCIOKOUTb HPHUIAI0K
Op3upuca, 3a100puB €ro, U KPUKHYJI eMy Ha Oeper,
/1€ TOT JIeYKAI:

— D ThI, C PO30BBIMU MAILYMKAMU U CTCKJITHHBIMU
ma3amy, nociymai! IleperusiBan Thl WppaBaau
Mo3aM MeHs, KaKk MoJ00aeT MOJOMIIY, WM TPATAJICS
I10J1 MOCTENb, Koraa ObL moa AxMen-Kxeinem?

OTo OBUIO B OAHO U TO € BpeMs U OOJBIINM OC-
KopOJIeHHeM, W JIOXbIo, W MenpBaHeld XOTel, IIo-
BHIUMOMY, BbI3BaTh crop. Ho Ha Op3upunca kak ObI
HAaIIO 4YTO-TO Bpoje cTonOHska. OH oTBeyan
MEIJICHHO, 0e3 TpU3HaKa pa3IpaKeHHs, TeM Ke
pa3MepeHHBIM TOHOM, KaKUM BBIKPUKHBAJ KOMaHY:

— OH meperuibll, Kak BaM HM3BeCTHO, MppaBaau Ha-
THILIOM, YTOOBI B3sITh TOpoJ JIeHrTeHrneH, u He OosuI-
ca. I'me s Obun mox Axmen-Kxeiinem, Thl 3Haelb, u
YeThIpe MPOKJIATHIX IMaTaHa Toke 3HatoT. Ho Hamo
ObUIO TIOKa3aThb NpUMEp, M I HE OyMald O CMEpTH.
Tenepb xe s pByCh JIOMOH, TOMOH. Sl TOCKyIO HE IO
MaTepH, MOTOMY YTO MEHS BOCIIMTAN A/, HO XOUeTCs
OISATh YBUAETH JIOHIOH; TOCKYIO MO €ro 3ByKaMm, IO
€ro yJuIam, Mo €ro BOHH, IO 3amaxy anelbCUHHBIX

MasiBeHH CXal MHE JIOKOTh, YTOOBI
NpUBJIeYb BHUMAHUE.

— UYro crpamnoro? Jla Bce! C HuUM Bpoze
npunazaka. S yxe Bugan, Bce Hanepen 3Hato. [locpenu
HOYM BCKOYHUT OH C KOMKH M MONAET K NUPAMUIIE CBOE
opyxue maputb. [loToM moakpagercs KO MHE H
ckaxet: «Eny B bombeii. OTBeTh 32 MEHS Ha yTpeHHEH
nepexianyke». TyT Mbl ¢ HUIM O0pOThCs HAYHEM, HE pa3
TaKk ObIBAJIO, OH — 4YTOO cOekarh, a 1 — 4T0O €ro
yaepxarb, U1 o0a yromum B IITpadHYIO KHUTY 3a
HapylleHHe TUIINHBI B Ka3apMaX. YK 51 €ro U PeMHEM
JMymvL, ¥ Oamky pacmuban, W yroBapuBal, HO KOTJa
Ha HETO HaWJeT — Bce 0e3 TOJKY. A Beb KOTJa MO3TH
y HEro B MOPSJIKE, JIydllle MapHs He chlmens. 1 Houka
e ceromns Oynaer!.. Tompko OBl OH B MEHS HE CTPEIb-
HYJ, KOTJa sl MOABIMAaThCs OYAy, 4TOO ero ¢ HOT COUTH.
BoT 0 uem 51 MOJIIO ICHHO W HOIITHO.

DTOT pacckas MpeCTaBUII [1EJI0 B MEHEe MPUATHOM
CBETE W BIONHE OOBICHWI TpeBory Mansenun. OH
nomnsitasicss ObiI0 BeIBecTH OpTepuca U3 MpUIaAKa U
TPOMKO KPHUKHYI (TOT JIeXKaJ TIO0Ialhb):

— Dii T, OemHsTa C PO30OBBIMH JIAIIKAMH U
cTekisiHHBIME Thaskamu! [leperuibiBan Tel MpaBagu
HOYBIO, KaK MoJ00aeT MY>KUYMHE, WU HpATAICS TOA
KpOBaThl0, KaK B TOT pa3 mpu Axmen-Kxeme?

OT10 OBUIO OJHOBPEMEHHO I'pyboe OCKOpOJeHHE U
3aBeJjoMasi JI0Kb — MaJBeHH sIBHO 3aTeBai ccopy. Ho
Ha Oprepuca ciI0OBHO CTONOHSK Hamed. OH OTBETHII
MEIJIEHHO, 0€3 BCAKOrO pas3ipakeHHs, TeM XKe
pa3MepeHHO-IIEBYYHM TO0JOCOM, KaKUM BBIKPUKHBAI
morpedaibHbIe KOMAaH/IBI;

— Cam 3Haews, s neperuibiBan MpaBagu HOYBO,
korga ropox Jlanrranrmen — Opand, — Harumom
neperuibiBal U HU4ero He Oosuics. A rae st Obul TpH

HaaC)XHEC
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‘er, an’ the sights of ‘er, and the stinks of ‘er;
orange-peel and hasphalte an’ gas comin’ in over
Vaux’all Bridge. Sick for the rail goin’ down to
Box’Ill, with your gal on your knee an’ a new clay
pipe in your face. That, an’ the Stran’ lights where
you knows ev’ry one, an’ the Copper that takes you
up is a old friend that tuk you up before,when you
was a little, smitchy boy lying loose ‘tween the
Temple an’ the Dark Harches. No bloomin’ guard-
mountin’, no bloomin’ rotten-stone, nor khaki, an’
yourself your own master with a gal to take an’ see
the Humaners practisin’ a-hookin’ dead corpses out
of the Serpentine o’ Sundays. An’ I lef” all that for
to serve the Widder beyond the seas, where there
ain’t no women and there ain’t no liquor worth
‘avin’, and there ain’t nothin’ to see, nor do, nor say,
nor feel, nor think. Lord love you, Stanley Orth’ris,
but you’re a bigger bloomin’ fool than the rest o’ the
reg’ment and Mulvaney wired together! There’s the
Widder sittin’ at ‘Ome with a gold crown on ‘er
‘ead; and ‘ere am Hi, Stanley Orth’ris, the Widder’s
property, a rottin” FOOL!”

His voice rose at the end of the sentence, and he
wound up with a six-shot Anglo-Vernacular oath.
Mulvaney said nothing, but looked at me as if he
expected that I could bring peace to poor Ortheris’
troubled brain.

I remembered once at Rawal Pindi having seen a
man, nearly mad with drink, sobered by being made
a fool of. Some regiments may know what I mean. I
hoped that we might slake off Ortheris in the same
way, though he was perfectly sober. So I said —

‘What’s the use of grousing there, speaking

KOpPOK, ac(hanmbpTa U ra3a, TOCKYIO 10 KeJIe3HOH Jopore
B bokcxuim — mpoexats ObI 110 HEl ¢ HOBOW TIIMHSHOM
TpyOKo# B 3y6ax. Tockyto o goHapsix Ha CtpeHne, rae
KKIOrO 4YeJOBeKa 3Haellb, M O CTapoM JIpyre
Kommepe, koTopelii mpuHIMaeT TeOs, Kak MPHHAMAIT
MpeXxzae, KOrga Thl MalbUMINKOH Tepsuics MEKAY
co0OpoM M TEMHBIMH apkamu. HeT HHM MpOKISITOro
CTOSHWS Ha 4YacaX, HH TPOKIATHIX H3IbEICHHBIX
KaMHEH, HU XaKW; TaM Thl caM ce0e XO3sIMH U MOKeIllb
MO0 BOCKPECEHbSM XOJAUTh U B Oanaran u B TeaTpbl. U
BCE 3TO i OCTaBWJ, YTOOBI CIyXuTh «BmoBe» 3a
MOpeM, TAe Jake HET HUYEro IMOPSJ0YHOTO0, YTOOBI
BHIUTh, HE HAa YTO MOCMOTPETh, HEYEro Jejarh,
HEYero 4YyBCTBOBaTh, He4yero aymartb. l[ocmomp c
T060#, Crenmm Op3upuc, HO TOJNBKO THI €Ie TiIyIee
BCeX MPOYMX B TOJIKY, B TOM 4uciie 1 MenbBanes. Bot
Tam, Ha poJyHe, CUIUT «B0Ba» B 30J0TOH KOpOHE Ha
TOJIOBE, a 31IeCh OH, pAmoBo Op3upHc, COOCTBEHHOCTD
«BmoBe», Typak u TpsIKA.

B xoHIle MOHOJIOTa TOJIOC €ro 3a3Bydan rpoMue, U
OH 3aKOHYMJI IIECTHITAXHON aHriIo-Ty3eMHOW Opa-
HbIO. MenbBaHe He cka3ajl HUYero, Ho MoCMOTpell Ha
MeHsl, Kak OyITO OXHJasi, 4To 51 IPUHECY YCIIOKOCHUE
BO30YXJeHHOMY MO3Ty OeHoro Op3upuca.

S1 BcrmomuMIT, 9YTO OgHAXK AL BUjen B Papans-ITungn
YeJI0BeKa, OMMBIIErocs A0 OENoi TOpsSYKH, KOTOPOTro
OTPE3BHJIM TEM, YTO MOJHSUIM Ha cMmex. S momyman,
YTO, MOXKET OBITh, HAM YIACTCSl TAKUM O00pa3oM YCIIO-
kouTh M Op3upuca, XOTsS OH OBUT COBEPIIICHHO TPE3B.
[TosTOMy s ckazai:

— Kakas mosnp3a nexxats 37ech 1 60ITaTh TIYIOCTH O
KopoJieBe?

— Ynacu bor, 4To0b1 51 TOBOpHI YTO-HUOY b IPOTHB
Hee, — 3asBui Op3upuc, — Aa U He cTal Obl, eciu Obl

Axmen-Kxene, Tl TOX€ 3Hacllb, U €IIE€ YETHIPE
MPOKIIATYIINX TaTaHa 3HatoT. Ho Torma ObLT KpaitHMit
Cciay4yad, Ipo CMepTh s U HE Oymal. A Temepp A
CTOCKOBaJICS 1O oMy, u Bce TyT! He To 4TOOBI 5 K
MaMOYKe XOTell — MEHs IS/ BBIPACTHII, — HET, s 10
Jlonnony crockoBaics. 1o BCAKUM TaM €ro 3ByKam,
MO 3HAKOMBIM MeCTaM, 10 BOHM JOHAOHCKOW. [lox
Bokcxomn-Opumka Bcerga amenbCHHOBON KOXYPOH,
achampTOM ® Ta3oM maxHeT. I[Ipoexatb Obl MO
JKeJIe3HOM Jopore B DBOKCXWI € JEBUYOHKOM Ha
KOJICHAX ¥ C HOBEHBKOW TIIMHSHON TPyOKOH B 3y0ax. A
oran Ha Ctponge! Bcex-To TBI 3Haemb B JIMIO, H
(apaon — TBOM cTapeiil ApyT, HoAdepeT TeOs MbSHOTO,
Kak ObIBano, moaOupan paHblie, KOTAa Tbl elle
TPSI3HBIM MaJBUUIIKON BASUICS TIOJ] TEMHBIMHU apKaMH
Herogaieky ot Temmia. Hu tebe kapayma, Oyap oH
NPOKJIAT, HA Te0e PaCKPOLICHHBIX CKall, HU Te0e XaKH,
— ThI caM ce0e X03sHH, Ij1a3ei co CBOel IEBYOHKON Ha
To, Kkak OOmecTBo cHaceHWs  BBUIABIWBACT
yTomieHHHKOB n3 CepreHTailHa 10 BOCKPECHBIM
nmasM. W Bce-To 51 ocTaBmIiI, 4TOOBI CITy)XHTh BroBe 3a
MOpeM, a TyT U 0ab HeT, W BBHIMMBKH ITyTHOH HET, H
CMOTpETh HE Ha 4TO, AeNaTh Heuero, TOBOPUTH HE O
YyeM, UyBCTBOBATh HEYEro U IyMaTh He 0 4eM. ['ocrozp
¢ To60i1, Ctaamm Oprepuc, THI TIIyTeil BceX AypaKkoB B
noJky, cuntas 1 Mansenu! Baosa cuaut cebe 1oma B
30JI0TOM KOPOHE, a Thl TopuHIb TyT, CT3HIM OpTepuc,
co0CTBEHHOCTL B10BEI, OTITETHIN 00JIBaH!

OH MOBBICKIT K KOHITY TOJIOC M 3aBEPIIHI MOHOJIOT
HIECTUITAXKHOW aHTJoTy3eMHOW OpaHblo. ManBeHH
MpoMoNTyaj, HO OpOCHI Ha MEHS B3TJS/, CIOBHO
MpHU3bIBasi BHECTH MOKOH BO B30OYHOPaXEHHYIO IYIIY
Optepuca.

S BcrOMHMIJI, KaK OJHaXIbl HA MOWX TJla3ax B
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against The Widow?’

‘I didn’t!” said Ortheris. ‘S’elp me, Gawd, I
never said a word agin ‘er, an’ I wouldn’t — not if I
was to desert this minute!’

Here was my opening. ‘Well, you meant to,
anyhow. What’s the use of cracking-on for nothing?
Would you slip it now if you got the chance?’

‘On’y try me!” said Ortheris, jumping to his feet
as if he had been stung.

Mulvaney jumped too. ‘Fwhat are you going to
do?’ said he.

‘Help Ortheris down to Bombay or Karachi,
whichever he likes. You can report that he separated
from you before tiffin, and left his gun on the bank
here!’

‘I’'m to report that — am [?° said Mulvaney,
slowly. ‘Very well. If Orth’ris manes to desert now,
and will desert now, an’ you, Sorr, who have been a
frind to me an’ to him, will help him to ut, I,
Terence Mulvaney, on my oath which I’ve never
bruk yet, will report as you say. But — here he
stepped up to Ortheris, and shook the stock of the
fowlin-piece in his face — ‘your fistes help you,
Stanley Orth’ris, if ever | come across you agin!’

‘I don’t care!’ said Ortheris. ‘I’'m sick o’ this
dorg’s life. Give me a chanst. Don’t play with me.
Le’ me go!’

“Strip,” said I, ‘and change with me, and then
"1l tell you what to do.” I hoped that the absurdity of
this would check Ortheris; but he had kicked off his
ammunition-boots and got rid of his tunic almost
before I had loosed my shirtcollar. Mulvaney
gripped me by the arm —

MOT Je3epTUPOBATh CHIO MUHYTY.

TyT 51 BBICTYyNIHJI pEIIUTENHHO:

— [Ja, HO BBI Bce k€ KOe-uTo OOpMOTaJId MpO Hee.
Kakas »xe monp3a Bop4ath 1mo myctsikam? Yoexanu Obl
BEI TETIEPh, €CIIH OBl TIPEACTABUIICS CITydaii?

— Bot mocmotpute, — ckazan Op3upuc, BCKaKuBas,
OyATO y>KaJeHHBIH.

MenbBaHel TOKE BCKOYMII.

— YTO0 BBI XOTUTE CJIENaTh? — CIPOCHII OH.

— INomous Op3aupucy nodpatbes 1o bombes wm Ka-
paun — Ky#a emy yromHo. Bel MokeTe ckaszarh, 4YTO
paccTamuch C HUM JIO 3aBTpaka, U OH OCTaBHIJI CBOE
PYXbe 311eCh, Ha Oepery.

— DTO s JOMKEH cKa3aTh? — MENJIEHHO CIIPOCHII
MensBaneii. — Xopomro. Ecu Op3upuc HamepeBaeTcs
Oexatb, U X0oueT OeXaTh Temepb, a Bbl, COP, OBIBIIUI
€ro ¥ MOMM JIpyrOM, XOTHTE TIOMOYb €My, TO I, TepeHc
MenpBaHel, KIIHYCh, YTO OTPANOPTYIO TaK. ToJbKO, —
TyT OoH mnogomen kK Op3upucy W TOTpsC CBOEH
BUHTOBKOM TIepe]] €ro JIMIOM, cmotpH, Crennn
Op3upuc, ecnu TOMAACIIBECS MHE KOTAa Ha JOpore,
BBIpYyYaT JIA TeOS TBOU KyJIaKH.

— MHe Bce paBHo. [loMeHsiemMcs Tu1aTheM, a MOTOM 5
BaM CKaXXy, 4TO JICNIATh.

Sl HamesIcA, YTO HENENOCTh TaKOTO IPENJIONKESHHS
o3agaunt Op3upuca, HO OH cOpoCHII CBOM (POPMEHHBIE
Calory M KWUTENb, MPEXKIe YeM s yCIel pacCTerHYThb
BOPOT pyOamku. MenbpBaHeW cXBaTHII MEHS 3a PYKY.

— OH B mpumagke, MPHUIAIOK e€IIe He MpPOIIe.
Knsnych gecTpio 1 Aymoi, BeAb Mbl OyieM CUNTaThCs
rnoTrakaTtensiMu Je3eptupctBy. Ilogymaiite o mozope, o
YepHOM I1030pe IJISl MEHSI U Hero!

Hukorna s He Bujen MenbBaHess TAKUM B3BOJIHO-
BaHHBIM.

PaBajnnuuay dejioBeka, [ONMBIIErocs 10 Oejoi
TOPSYKH, OTPE3BWIH, TIOAHSB €ro Ha cMmeX. B
HEKOTOPBIX IOJKaX MNOWMYT, 4TO 1 MME B Buay. ‘1
MoIyMall, 9TO HE YAACTCA JH W HaM TaKAM e
criocoboM oTpe3BuTh OpTepuca, XOTS OH M OBLI
coBeplIeHHO Tpe3B. [loaToMy 4 ckazai:

— Kakas monb3a Bopuats u Opanuts Baosy?

— He myman s ee 6panuts! — otozBancs Optepwuc.
— Ynacu 6or, 4ToOBblI 51 cKa3ajl mpo Hee 4TO II0XO0e, —
HHUKOT/Ia, ey O Jayke MOT CHI0O MUHYTY JIaTh Jepy.

S Bocmonp30Baics yI0OHBIM MOMEHTOM.

— Kaxkoit Tonk 3pst 6onrats s3pikoM? Hy, ckaxute
YeCTHO — yApasu OBl BBI MPSIMO celyac, MpeacTaBbCs
BaM ciryyai?

— Oro, eme kak! — Beimammn OpTepuc, BCKaKUBast
KaK y>KaJICHHBIN.

ManBeHH ToKe BCKOUMII.

— Yto 370 BHI 3aymanu?

— Ilomour Optepucy nmoOpatbcs 10 bombes nmm
1o Kapaum, xyna oH mokenaer. A BbI J0JIOXKHUTE, YTO
OH YCKOJIB3HYJI OT Bac JI0 3aBTpaKa, OCTaBHB PYyKbe Ha
Oepery.

— Mae npunercds 3TO  JOJNOXKHTB? — C
paccranoBkoi npouszHec Mansenu. — JlangHo. Pa3 yx
Oprtepuica HE OTTOBOPHTH, a BbI, CIP, APYT €My U MHE,
JIEpKUTE €ro CTOpOHYy, To s, TepeHc MaiBeHu,
KISIHYCh JIOJIOKUTbH, KaK BBl BEJIHTE, a sI CBOMX KIISTB
He Hapymar. Ho Tak u 3Haif, — oH moactymm k OpTe-
PUCY ¥ TIOTPSIC TIEPE]T Er0 HOCOM OXOTHHYBUM PYKbEM,
— MOMAJEIIbCs MHE €lI1e Ha I0pore — rOTOBb KyJaku!

— bymp uyto Oymer! — mporoBopun Oprtepuc. —

Oromaena cobaubs Ku3Hb. l[lomormre, cIp. He
IypaubTe MeHs. Jlaiite MHe yapaTs!
— PaszneBaiitecs! — mpuxazan sa. — [lomeHsemcs
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‘The fit’s on him: the fit’s workin’ on him still!
By my Honour and Sowl, we shall be accessiry to a
desartion yet. Only, twenty-eight days, as you say,
Sorr, or fifty-six, but think o’ the shame — the black
shame to him an’ me!’ I had never seen Mulvaney
so excited.

But Ortheris was quite calm, and, as soon as he
had exchanged clothes with me, and I stood up a
Private of the Line, he said shortly, ‘Now! Come on.
What nex’? D’ye mean fair. What must I do to get
out o’ this ‘ere a-Hell?’

I told him that, if he would wait for two or three
hours near the river, I would ride into the Station
and come back with one hundred rupees. He would,
with that money in his pocket, walk to the nearest
side-station on the line, about five miles away, and
would there take a first-class ticket for Karachi.
Knowing that he had no money on him when he
went out shooting, his regiment would not
immediately wire to the seaports, but would hunt for
him in the native villages near the river. Further, no
one would think of seeking a deserter in a first-class
carriage. At Karachi, he was to buy white clothes
and ship, if he could, on a cargo-steamer.

Here he broke in. If I helped him to Karachi, he
would arrange all the rest. Then I ordered him to
wait where he was until it was dark enough for me
to ride into the Station without my dress being
noticed. Now God in His Wisdom has made the
heart of the British Soldier, who is very often an
unlicked ruffian, as soft as the heart of a little child,
in order that he may believe in and follow his
officers into tight and nasty places. He does not so

Ho Op3upuc ObiT COBEpIIEHHO CMOKOEH, KOT/la OH
MTOMEHSIICS TUIAThEM CO MHOM, U, KOT/Ia i MPeoopas3ml-
csl B PAZOBOTO JIMHEHHOTO TOJIKA, OH CKa3aJl OTPHIBU-
CTO:

— Hy gto xe ganeme? Bel xotute momous MHE? UTO
MHE JIeJIaTh, YTOOBI BBIOPATHCS M3 3TOTO aja?

4 ckazan emy, 4TO, €CITU OH MOJOKAET Yaca JBa-Tpu
Y PEKH, sl Che3Ky Ha CTAaHIIUIO U BEPHYCh C COTHEH py-
muii. OH ¢ JIeHbraMH B KapMaHE MOXET OTIIPABUTHCS
Ha JKEJIC3HOJOPOKHYIO CTaHLUIO, MHJISX B IIATH
OTCIO/Ia, M B3ATh OWIET mepBoro kiacca mo Kapaum.
3Hast, 9TO y HEro He OBUIO JieHer ¢ CO0Oi, KorJa OH
OTIpAaBJSUICS. HAa OXOTy, M3 TOJKa HE CTaHyT
HEMEJICHHO TenerpadupoBath B MPUMOPCKUE TIOPTHI,
a OyIoyT TOHATBCS 3a HUM 1O cejlaM Ha peke. Bo-
BTOPBIX, HUKOMY W B TOJIOBy HE MpPHIET HCKaTh
Je3epTpa B BaroHe mepBoro kmacca. B Kapaum s
ITOCOBETOBAJl €My KYIUTh O€Nblii KOCTIOM U, €CJH
OKa)KeTCsI BO3MOXHBIM, CECTh Ha TPY30BOU MTAPOXO/I.

3mech OH TpepBaT MEHS M 3asBWJ, YTO, €CIU S
TOJIBKO TIOMOTy ao0paThcst emy no Kapaum, Bce oc-
TaJbHOE OH YCTPOUT yKe caMm. Sl mocoBeToBall emy
MOJI0kK/AaTh HA MECTe, TOKa CTEMHEET HACTOJIBKO, YTO-
OBl s MOT' IIpoeXaTh HA CTAHIIMIO, HE O0paTHB Ha ceds
BHMMaHHS CBOMM KocTioMoM. ['ocmoms B CBoeit mpe-
MYyJIPOCTH BJIOXWI B TPyl OPHUTAHCKOTO COJI/IaTa,
4acTO HEOTECaHHOTO HETrOAsis, CEepAle MATKoe, Kak
cepame pebeHka, Omaromapss 4eMy OH BEPHUT CBOEMY
odumepy ¥ WAET 3a HAM B OTOHb W B BoAy. He Tak
JIETKO €My JOBEPHUTHCS «IITATCKOMY», HO pa3 MOBEPHB
€My, OH BEepUT OeCTHpeKOCIOBHO, Kak cobaka. Mos
Ipyx06a ¢ psagoBeiM Op3UpPHUCOM TPOIOIKANACH C
MepepeiBaMHi YK€ TPU Tojla, U Mbl OBUIM C HUM Ha
paBHoi#i Hore. [loaTOMYy OH NMpPUHMMAT BCE MOM CJIOBA

OJIIeXKJIOM, TOT/1A 51 CKaXy, YTO A€NaTh JaJIbLIE.

S Hagjesncs, 4TO HENENOCTb MOErO NPEeNIOKEHUs
obpazymut OpTepuca, HO OH CKHHYJI CalloTH U MYHIUD
eaBa JIM HE ObICTpel, 4YeM s pPacCTErHyJl BOPOT
pyOamku. ManBeHH CXBaTHII MEHS 3a PYKY.

— OH B mpumagke, c3p, NPUMATOK-TO €IIe He
nporren. KisiHych 4ecThlo U AYIIOH, HAC C BaMHU €IIle
MPUTSHYT 3a coydacTue B Aeszeptupcrtse. Ilomymaiite,
Cop, ABAALATH BOCEMb AHEW HaM JaayT WIN MATHIECST
IIeCTh, BCE PABHO M030p — YEPHBIN 1MO30p AJI HETO U
I MeHs!

S Hukorma He
B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM.

Oprtepuc, 01HAKO, HE TEPsUT CIOKOWCTBUS; €Ba MBI
yCIIeNH IIOMEHATHCA OAEKIOW MU s IpeoOpasmics B
PAA0BOTO JIMHEHHOTO MOJIKA, OH OTPBIBUCTO CKa3a:

— Tak! Ilpomomxkaiite! Yto nmanbmie? JlaBaiite
HAYUCTOTY: YTO MHE JejaTb, 4YTOO CIAcTUCh W3
3/ICIIHEH TTPEUCTIONHEH ?

S ckazan eMy, 4TO €ClIU OH MOJOX/AET ABA-TPU daca
y PEKH, i ChE3Ky BEPXOM B IOCT U IPUBE3Y COTHIO
pymuii. C 3THMU IeHbIaMH OH JIOMAET 0 Onmxaiieit
MaJICHbKOH CTaHIMW MWJIb 32 ISTh OTCIOJa U Tam
BO3bMET OmieT mepBoro kinacca a0 Kapauu. 3Has, 4to
Ha OXOTY OH ymeln 0e3 JIeHer, U3 MOJIKa He cpa3y Telle-
rpadupyoT B IPUMOPCKHE MOPTHI, a CIIEPBa MOHILYT
€ro Mo TY3eMHBIM JEpEeBYIIKaM BIOJb PEKU. A Tam
HUKOMY B T'OJIOBY HE IIPUIET UCKaTh JI€3epTHpa B Ba-
roe mepBoro kiacca. B Kapaum oH kxymut Oemyro
napy M mocTapaercsi CECTb Ha TOPrOBBIi MapOXO/.

3neck OH MeHS TmpepBal. EMy OB TOJBKO
nmobpatecs mo Kapaum, a gameie oH cripaBUTCS caM. S
BeJe]d €My JOXKMAAThCs, HE CXOIsf C MecTa, IOKa
CTEMHEEeT HAaCTOJBbKO, YTO 5 CMOTY CBE3IHUTh B

BUAea ManBeHH — TakuM
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readily come to believe in a ‘civilian,” but, when he
does, he believes implicitly and like a dog. I had had
the honour of the friendship of Private Ortheris, at
intervals, for more than three years, and we had
dealt with each other as man by man. Consequently,
he considered that all my words were true, and not
spoken lightly.

Mulvaney and I left him in the high grass near
the river-bank, and went away, still keeping to the
high grass, towards my horse. The shirt scratched
me horribly.

We waited nearly two hours for the dusk to fall
and allow me to ride off. We spoke of Ortheris in
whispers, and strained our ears to catch any sound
from the spot where we had left him. But we heard
nothing except the wind in the plume-grass.

‘I’ve bruk his head,” said Mulvaney, earnestly,
‘time an’ agin. I’ve nearly kilt him wid the belt, an’ I
can’t knock thim fits out av his soft head. No! An’
he’s not soft, for he’s reasonable an’ likely by
natur’. Fwhat is ut? Is ut his breedin’ which is
nothin’, or his edukashin which he niver got? You
that think ye know things, answer me that.’

But I found no answer. I was wondering how
long Ortheris, in the bank of the river, would hold
out, and whether I should be forced to help him to
desert, as I had given my word.

Just as the dusk shut down and, with a very
heavy heart, | was beginning to saddle up my horse,
we heard wild shouts from the river.

The devils had departed from Private Stanley
Ortheris, No. 22639, B Company. The loneliness,
the dusk, and the waiting had driven them out as |

3a YHACTYI0O MOHETY M HE CYHTAN MX OpOIIEHHBIMH Ha
BETEP.

Ms1 ¢ MenbBaHEeM OCTaBWIIM €TI0 B BBICOKOM Tpage,
Ha Oepery, u, Bce IpUACPKUBASICh 3apOCIeH, HalpaBu-
JTUCh K Moel somamu. PyOamka ctpamHO mapamana
MEHS.

[Tpuiiock *%aaTh OKOJO ABYX YacOB, IMOKA HAYaIH
CIIyCKaTbCA CYMEpKH U 51 CMOT yexaTb. MBI TOBOPHIH
00 Op3upuce IIENOTOM M HaMpATald CIyX, YTOOBI
VIIOBUTh KaKOW-HUOYAb 3BYK C TOrO MeECTa, T
octapwin ero. Ho He OBUTO CIBIITHO HUYETO, KPOME
IIeJIecTa BETpa B TPOCTHHKE.

— 4 pa3buBayn eMy HE pa3 TOJOBY, JO MOJIYCMEPTH
XJIECTAJI €r0 PEMHEM M BCE HUKAK HE MOT BBIOUTH 3THX
MIPUCTYTIOB M3 €ro TIIynod Oamiku, — cka3zan MemnbBa-
Hell. — Jla OH Befb, B CYIIHOCTH, HE TIYI M OT IPUPO-
bl OjaropasyMHbIi W JrOOsIui  demoBek. Kto
BuHOBatT? [IpomcxoxaeHue nu — bor BecTh, KTO OH.
WNnu BocnuTaHue, KOTOPOrO OH HE MNONy4YWiI. Bhl
cunTaeTe ce0sl YUYCHBIM; OTBETHTE MHE Ha STOT BOIPOC.

Ho s ne Haxomun otBera. SI TOJNBKO CIpaniuBai
ce0s, ckombko BpeMeHHM Op3upHC BBIICPKUT Ha
Oepery peku, W CIeAyeT JII MHE, B CaMOM Jieie,
croco0CTBOBATH €ro modery, Kak s o0emat.

Korma cremHeno u s ¢ TSHKEITBIM CepALeM TPUHSIICS
CeIaTh KOHS, MBI YCJIBIIIIAIH, YTO OH 30BET HAC C pe-
KH.

bec Bemmen u3 pspgooro Cremnmu Op3upmca, Ne
22639, poTsl B; BeposTHO, €T0 BRITHAIA OJUHOYECTBO,
CYMEPKHU M OXuJaHue. MBI IMOCTIENIHO HAPaBUIUCh K
HEMy ¥ 3acTajld €ero IMIararoliuM II0 TpaBe, 0e3
CIOPTYKa — MOETO CIOpPTyKa, pazymeercsa. OH 3Bal Hac,
KaK CyMacCIIIe/IIInH.

Korma Mbr momonuiy kK HeMy, TIOT KaTWICS C HETO

MOCETIOK, HE TPHUBJIEKAas BHUMAHUS MOUM KOCTIOMOM.
Hano ckazate, yTOo rocmnoab B CBOEH NPEMYyAPOCTH
BIOXHJ B TpylIb OpHUTAaHCKOTO COJJIaTa, 3a4acTyio
HEOTECAaHHOTO CKOTa, IEeTCKH JOBEPYHMBOE CEP/IIIE,
4TOOBI OH BEpWJI CBOMM o(wuIiepaM M IIeN 32 HAMHU B
OroHb W BOAy. /laeko He C Takoil JErkocThio OH
JIOBEpSETCSl TPaKJaHCKUM JUI[aM, HO, pa3 IOBEPUB,
BEPUT yXKe CBATO, Kak cobaka. Sl wMenm dYecTb
NOJB30BaThCsl  ApykOoi psimoBoro  Oprepuca ¢
nepepbiBaMu OoJiee Tpex JieT, U JpyxOa Hama Oblia
MO-MYXCKH 4YecTHOM u mnpsamou. [losTomy oOH He
COMHEBAJICS, YTO BCE, CKa3aHHOE MHOIO, YHCTas
npasfa, a He MPOCTO CJI0Ba, OpOIIEHHbBIE Ha BETEP.

Mpel ¢ ManBeHu OCTaBWIH €ro B BBICOKOW TPaBE HA
Oepery W, mpsvach B 3apOCISAX, HAMPABHINCH K MOEH
nomragu.  Conpmatckas — pybaxa — HEMHJIOCEPAHO
1aparaia MHE KOXKY.

Jlo cymepek IpUIUIOCh KAATh OKOJIO JBYX YacoB.
Mpb1  pasroBapuBaym 00 Oprepuce IMIENMOTOM |
HANPSATAIA CIYX, YTOOBI YJIOBUTh KaKUe-HUOY/b 3BYKH
C TOM CTOPOHBI, TJe OH Haxoawicsa. Ho He ycablmanu
HUYEro, KpOMe BETPa, CBUCTEBIIIETO B BEICOKOH TpaBe.

— CKOnBKO s €ro Jynuia, — Topsdo cKazal
MausiBenu, — pa3 4yTh 10 cMepTu He 3ammb. Hy, Hukak
13 ero 0e3Mo3MIoi Oamrkd TMOMpadeHHs HE BHIOWTH.
Xotb THI TpecHU! U Beah HENb3s cKa3aTh, YTOOBI OH OT
MPUPOJIBI ObIT OE3MO3IIIBIM, TaK-TO OH TOJKOBBIH H
MoKIagucThii. B dem Tyt mnpwumHa? To ym B
BOCTIMTAHWH JIEJI0 — BEJb €r0 HUKTO HE BOCIHUTHIBAI.
To nu B 00pa30BaHHOCTH — €€ U B IOMUHE HET. BOT BHI
YeJI0OBEK y4eHBIN, OTBEThTe-Ka!

Ho mme Oputo He g0 oTBeTa. S pasMbIIUI,
CKONBKO eme mpoaepxutrcs Optepuc Ha Oepery, u
HEY)KEJIH s BCce-Taku OyIly BBIHYXKIIEH CIEPKaTb CIOBO
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had hoped. We set off at the double and found him
plunging about wildly through the grass, with his
coat off — my coat off, I mean. He was calling for us
like a madman.

When we reached him he was dripping with
perspiration, and trembling like a startled horse. We
had great difficulty in soothing him. He complained
that he was in civilian kit, and wanted to tear my
clothes off his body. I ordered him to strip, and we
made a second exchange as quickly as possible.

The rasp of his own ‘grayback’ shirt and the
squeak of his boots seemed to bring him to himself.
He put his hands before his eyes and said —

‘Wot was it? I ain’t mad, I ain’t sunstrook, an’
I’ve bin an’ done an’ said, and bin an’ gone an’
done... ‘ave I bin an’ done?’

‘Fwhat have you done?’ said Mulvaney. ‘You’ve
dishgraced yourself — though that’s no matter.
You’ve dishgraced B Comp’ny, an’, worst av all,
you’ve dishgraced Me that taught you how for to
walk abroad like a man — whin you was a dhirty
little, fish-backed little, whimperin’ little recruity.
As you are now, Stanley Orth’ris!’

Ortheris said nothing for a while. Then he
unslung his belt, heavy with the badges of half a
dozen regiments that his own had lain with, and
handed it over to Mulvaney.

‘I’'m too little for to mill you, Mulvaney,’ said
he, ‘an’ you’ve strook me before; but you can take
an’ cut me in two with this ‘ere if you like.’

Mulvaney turned to me.

‘Lave me to talk to him, Sorr,” said Mulvaney.

I left, and on my way home thought a good deal

TpajgoM, ¥ OH JPOXKal, KaK HCITyraHHas omaas. Ham ¢
TPYIOM yAaJIOCh YCIOKOUTH ero. OH KalloBaJics Ha TO,
YTO Ha HEM IITATCKOE TUIAThE, U IMBITAJNICS COPBATh €TO
c cebsa. S mpukazanm eMmy pas3leThCs, U Mbl B OJHY
CEKYH]Iy COBEPIIIINA BTOPOH OOMEH.

[Topox ero coOCTBEHHO pyOaIlKu U CKPHII €To ca-
TOT, TO-BHIUMOMY, TIpUBEIU ero B ce0s. OH 3aKpbhuI
JUT0 PyKaMHU U CTIPOCHIT:

— Yro 3t0 ObUTO? S He comen ¢ yma, y MEHs HE
OBLJIO COJIHEYHOTO yJapa, a TOJIBKO sl ObUI HE B cebe;
HE TTOMHIO, YTO JeNial ¥ TOBOPWIL... UTO 5 Takoe Jenant
Y TOBOPHIT?

— Uro ThI genan? — ckazan MenbBaneil. — Tel omo3o-
pwII cedst; BIIPOYEM, 3TO HEBaXKHO. ThI OMO30PHII POTY
B, a xyxe Bcero, omo3zopusl MeHs. MeHs, KOTOpBIH
Haydywn TeO0s, Kak 3[eCh XOJIUTh IO-YEJIOBEUECKH,
KOTJIa Thl OBLI TPS3HBIM, HEYKIIFOKUM, ILIAKCUBBIM
HOBOOpaHIieM. A Tenepb Thl — Cternu Op3upuc.

Op3upuc Momgan ¢ MuHyTy. [loToM OH paccTerHyn
MOSIC, TSDKEIBIA OT 3HAYKOB MMOJIJIOXKHUHBI TTOJIKOB, C
KOTOPBIMHA TIPUXOAMIIOCH CPaXXaTbCsl €ro TIONKY, H
nojian ero MesnbBaHelO.

— TeI He pa3 cTeran MeHsi, MenbBaHel, — cKa3aj OH.
— Tenepb MOXeIllb, €CIIH XOYellb, XOTh HAJIBOE pa3py-
OUTH MEHS BOT ITHM.

MenbBaHel 00paTuiICs KO MHE:

— I1o3BOJIbTE MHE TIEPETOBOPUTH C HUM, CIP.

A ymen u goporoit MHOTO mMyman o6 Op3upuce, u B
YaCTHOCTH O MOeM Jipyre ToMmu ATKHHCE, KOTOPOTO A
OUEHb JIFOOITIO.

Ho mpuiitn kK KakoMy-Tu00 BBIBOIY MHE HE yja-
JIOCh.

Y TIOMOYb MY Je3epTUPOBATh.

EnBa HacTymuia TeMHOTa, S C TSDKEJIBIM CEpALEM
HAYaJl CeJUIaTh JIOIA b, U TYT BAPYT J0 HAC JIOHECIUCH
JIUKVE BOTIITH C PEKH.

3nbie gyxu ocraBwim pagoBoro Ctaamm Opreprca,
No 22639, uz poret «b». Ux, xak s u Hamescs,
W3THAJIM OJIMHOYECTBO, TEMHOTA U OXHIaHHE. MBI
MyCTWINCH OeroM W YBHIEIHW, KaKk OH B ITaHUKE
MeYeTcs B TpaBe — 0e3 cropTyka (0e3 MOoero Cropryka,
pasymeetrcs). OH, KaKk MOMEIIAHHBINH, BBIKIIMKAT HAIU
UMEHa.

Korma wmpl mombexanmn K HeMy, OH OOIHBAJCS
MOTOM H JpOXKall, Kak wuchyradHas Jjomanb. C
MIPEBEIUKUM TPYJOM HaM YIAJIOCh €ro yCrnokouTh. OH
HBUI, YTO HAa HEM TPaXTAHCKOE IUIaThe, M XOTel
HEMEJICHHO cojapaTh ero ¢ cebs. S Bemen emy
pas3neThCcs, W Mbl B OJHO MIHOBEHHE BTOPUYHO
MOMEHSUIUCH OJEKI0M.

[ITopox coOcTBeHHOW MPOMOTEBIIEH pybdaxu u
CKpHUII caror, Ka3aJoch, MpUBeNu ero B ceds. OH
TIPYKAI JTaI0HH K TJIa3aM U CKa3al:

— Yo Ha MeHg Haunuio? S He CHATWI, COJHIEM
MEHS HE XBaTWJIO, a BeJ ce0s HEBECTh KakK, U HeC
HEBECTh YTO, U HATBOPWUIL... UTO 5 Takoe HATBOPHII?

— UYrto wmaTBOpWN? — TOBTOPWI MalBeHH. —
Omnozopui ce0si, XOThb 3TO emle Moj0eabl, HO ThI eIle
pory «b» omo3opmi, a 4TO XYK€ BCEr0 — OIMO30PHI
MeHsa! A Bemb HE KTO, Kak s, Y49msI TeOs OBITH
COJIIATOM, KOT/Ia THI OBIJI eIle APSHHBIM, TUIAKCHBBIM,
HEYKIIIO)KUM HOBOOpaHiem. Jla Thl u celiyac He
nyare, Ctaamu Optepuc!

Optepuc cmomgan. IloToM paccTeTHYNT TSDKEIBIHA
TMOSIC, YTHIKAHHBIN 3HAYKAMH ITOJITIOKUHBI TIOJTKOB, HAJT
KOTOPBIMHU OJIEpKal MO0ey €ro COOCTBEHHBIH TOJIK, U
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over Ortheris in particular, and my friend Private
Thomas Atkins, whom I love, in general.

But I could not come to any conclusion of any
kind whatever.

MpoTAHy1 MasnBeHu.

— JlpaTbes s ¢ ToOOM He Mory, ManBeHu, pocT He
IO3BOJIAET, — CKa3aJl OH, — JJa U BCE PAaBHO Thl MEHs
HNOKOJIOTHIIb. BoT, nepXu peMeHb, — MOXKeLlb
pa3pyOuTh MEHSI [IOTI0JIaM, €CJIH XOYElb.

MasnseHu o0epHYJICS KO MHE.

— OcraBbTe Hac OJHHUX, C3p, HaM HaJ0 C HHUM
HOTOJIKOBATb.

51 ocTaBMII MX M IO JOpOre AOMOM pa3ayMblBai 00
Optepuce U 0 MOEM HpusATeNe, KOTOPOro s JI0OII0,
psnoBoM Tommu ATKHHCE BOOOIITE.

Ho Tax HE 10 4ero u He HoxyMacs.




