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ROALD DAHL
TASTE
(excerpt)

There were six of us to dinner that night at
Mike Schofield’s house in London: Mike and his
wife and daughter, my wife and I and a man called
Richard Pratt.

Richard Pratt was a famous gourmet. He was
president of a small society known as the Epi-
cures, and each month he circulated privately to
his members a pamphlet on food and wines. He
organized dinners where sumptuous dishes and
rare wines were served. He refused to smoke for
fear of harming his palate, and when discussing a
wine, he had a curious, rather droll habit of refer-
ring to it as though it were a living being. ‘A pru-
dent wine,” he would say, ‘rather diffident and
evasive, but quite prudent.’” Or, ‘A good-
humoured wine, benevolent and cheerful -
slightly obscene, perhaps, but none the less good-
humoured.’

I had been to dinner at Mike’s twice before
when Richard Pratt was there, and on each occa-
sion Mike and his wife had gone out of their ways
to produce a special meal for the famous gourmet.
And this one, clearly was to be no exception. The
moment we entered he dining room I could see
that the table was laid for a feast. The tall candles,
the yellow roses that quantity of shining silver, the
three wineglasses to each person, and above all,

POAJIbJ] JTA/ID
BKYC
(ompwvi60K)
Ilepesoo A. Tapacosa

B TOT Bedep 3a y)XMHOM B JOME€ MOEro Jpyra
Maiika Cxodunga B JloHmoHe Hac OBUIO IIecTepo:
Maiik, ero >X€Ha U €ro J04Yb, MOS K€Ha W 5, a TakKkKe
rocts 1o uMmenu Puuapn Ipatr.

Pugapn Ilparr, 3HamMeHWTHIA TypMmaH, ObLI
mpeacenaTeneM HEOOIBIIIOTO obmecTtBa  mox
Ha3zBaHHWeM «OmuKyperub». Kaxapii mecan oH B
YaCcTHOM  MOPSAJKE pacchljal dieHaM  oOmiecTsa
Opomrropy O pasIUYHBIX BHHAX M omomax u
3aHHMAaJCAd TakXe TeM, YTO YCTpanBaj OaHKEeTHl, Ha
KOTOPBIX  ITIOAABAUCh HM3BICKAHHbBIE JEIUKATEeChl H
penxue BuHA. UTOOBI HE YTPAaTHUTh CBOMX BKYCOBBIX
crocoOHOCTeH, OH HE KypmJ, M KOIJa TOBOPWI O
BHHAX, WMEJI  CTPaHHYIO, IOYTH 3KCIEHTPHYHYIO
MaHepy ONHCHIBaTh KaXJ0€ M3 HUX Kak JKHUBOE
cymiecTBo. «VHTENIMIreHTHOe BHHO», — TOBOPWII OH,
K MpUMEepy, — «HEMHOTO poOKOe M CAEepXKaHHOE, HO
O4YeHb HMHTEJUIMTeHTHOe». Mnn: «CuMmaTndHoe BWHO,
JIAaCKOBOE u Becemoe, OBITh MOXET, HEMHOIO
(pHUBOIBHOE, HO TEM HE MEHEE CHMITATUIHOEY.

Maiik yxe naBa pasa npurnaman MmeHs c IIparrom
K cebe B 1oM, H B oboux ciydasx Cxopuiansl He
MoOOSUINCh, HU TPYIHOCTEH, HM  Pacxol0B, UYTOOBI
MpeUIOKUTh 3HAMEHUTOMY TypMaHy OTMEHHEWIIee
MEHIO. A Ha 3TOT pa3 OHM SIBHO XOTEJIH NPEB3OUTH
camu cebsa. Korma MBI BOIINIM B CTOJIOBYIO, SI Cpasy
YBUAEN, YTO CTOJN OBIT HAaKPBIT A TOPKECTBEHHOM
Tpame3sl. BpICOkMe TOHKHE CBedYH, MKENThle pPO3HI,
Omeck cepebpa Kpyrom, 1o TpH BHHHBIX OoKkama Yy
KOKAOro mpubopa W K TOMY JK€ JIETKHH 3amax

POAJLT AT
JEI'YCTALIUA
(ompwbi60K)
Ilepesoo U. Cmam

B toT Beuep Ha obene y Maiika lllodumnga nac
Ob10 mecTepo: Mailk C JKEHOH W JO0Yephio, S C
JKEHOU U enle OJuH rocTh 10 uMeHu Pruuapn Ipatr.

Pugapp Ilpart 6bu1 m3BecTHBIM TypMaHoMm. OH
3aHMMAJ MOCT TpeaceaaTeNs B HeOOIbIIOM KPYXKKe,
HOCHBIIIEM Ha3BaHHE «ONHUKyperb, u
©KEMEeCAYHO pacchula]l €ro WiIeHaM peKJIIaMHBIe
mpocnekTsl Omon W HamuTkoB. OH ycTpamBai
o0ezpl, Ha KOTOPBIX 1T0/IaBAJNCh POCKOIIHBIE SICTBA
n peakue BuHA. OH HHUKOTAa HE KypWi, W3
OIACEHMsI, YTO IOCTPAJACT €ro TOHKHH BKyC. Y
IIparra ©Obuta cTpaHHas, [OOBOJBHO 3a0aBHAS
MPUBBIYKA: CMaKys KaKoe-TnO0 BUHO, OH TOBOPHII O
HEM TaK, OyATO 3TO KHBOE CYIIECTBO.
«bmaropasymMHoe BHHO, — ObBIBaNO, M3pEKanT OH, —
JIOBOIBHO pOOKOE ¥ YKJIOHYMBOE, HO BIIOJHE
6maropazymuoe». Wmm xe: «loOpomyurHoe BHHIIO,
OjarokejaTelbHOE M BECEIOEC; MOXKET OBbITh,
YyTOYKY CKJIOHHOE€ K II0XaOCTBY, HO BCE paBHO
TOOPOIYyITHOEY .

S yxe mBaxasl ObBanm y Maiika Ha 3aHBIX
o0exax, Korjaa Tam npucyrcrBosan Puuapn Ilpart, n
BCSAKMM pa3 Malik ¢ JKeHOW M3 KOXHU BOH JI€3JIH,
CTapasich  TOPa3sUTh  3HAMEHHUTOTO  TypMaHa
M3BICKaHHOU CHenblo. M B 3TOT Beuep oOex sSIBHO HE
Obul HckmoYeHneM. Kak TONbKO MBI BOIUIM B
CTOJIOBYIO, 51 Cpa3y yBHJEJN, YTO HAC OKHAAET IHUP.
OO0 >TOM TOBOpPUIHN BBEICOKHE CBEYH, JKEITHIC PO3HI,
CBEpKaloIee CTOII0OBOE cepedpo, Tpu OoKana mepen
KOKIBIM TpHOOpPOM M, TIABHOE, NOJETABIIMH C
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the faint scent of roasting meat from the kitchen
brought the first warm oozing of saliva to my
mouth.

As we sat down, I remembered that on both
Richard Pratt’s previous visits Mike had played a
little betting game with him over claret, challeng-
ing him to name its breed and its vintage. Pratt
had replied that that should not be too difficult
provided it was one of the great years. Mike had
then bet him a case of wine in question that he
could not do it. Pratt had accepted, and had won
both times. Tonight I felt sure that the little game
would be played over again, for Mike was quite
willing to lose the bet in order to prove that his
wine was good enough to be recognized, and
Pratt, for his part, seemed to take a grave, re-
strained pleasure in displaying his knowledge.

The meal began with a plate of whitebait, fried
very crisp in butter, and to go with it there was a
Moselle. Mike got up and poured the wine him-
self, and when he sat down again, I could see that
he was watching Richard Pratt. He had set the bot-
tle in front of me so that I could read the label. It
said, ‘Geierslay Ohlisgberg, 1945.” He leaned
over and whispered to me that Geierslay was a
tiny village in the Moselle, almost unknown out-
side Germany. He said that this wine we were
drinking was something unusual, that the output of
the vineyard was so small that it was almost im-
possible for a stranger to get any of it. He had vis-
ited Geierslay personally the previous summer in
order to obtain the few dozen bottles that they had

XKaApKOT0 W3 KYXHH — OT BCETO 3TOT'0 MOH POT OBICTPO
HAIOJIHUJICS TYCTOU CIIFOHOM.

Ms1 paccenuch, ¥ Ha yM MHE BAPYT MPUILIO, YTO
Maliik BO BpeMs KaXJ0ro Hu3 IOPeAbLAYLHIUX BEUYEPOB
copamuBan, He cornacutcs yu Puuapn Ilparr Ha
BKYC  ONpEAENUTh TIOJA M TOYHOE  MECTO
MPOUCXOXKJEHUSI KpPacHOTO  (paHIy3CKOTO BHHA,
noxasaemoro k croiy. Korma Ilparr orBerun, uTo
9TO, MOKayil, HE COCTaBHUT JUII HEr0 0CO0Oro Tpyna,
€CJIM TOJIbKO, KOHEYHO, BUHO XOpOIIero rojaa, Maiik
BBIPA3UJ CBOUM COMHEHMSI M HPENJIONKUI €My HapH.
[IpatT mpuHSI ero npenjgoxeHne u 0da pa3a BRIUTPAT
SIIAK BUHA, O KOTOPOM IIIJIa PEYb.

S Ob1  yBepeH, dYTO J3Ta MajeHbKas Hrpa
MOBTOPHUTCA W HBIHEIIHMM BeuepoMm, uO60 Maiik
OXOTHO IIeJl Ha HPOUTPHILI, €CIH MOT J0Ka3aTb
3THM, YTO €ro BHHO OBIIO JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIETO
KayecTBa, 4YTOOBI OBITh OTAAHHBIM Ha CyA 3HATOKA.
A dgto kacanoce [lparTa, To OH Haxomun OoObBIIOE,

npaBna, IIJI0XO CKpBIBaeMOC YIIOBOHI)CTBI/IG B TOM,
IITO6I>I JII/IHIHI/Iﬁ pa3 BBICTABUTH HaI10Ka3 CBOH
CIIOCOOHOCTH.

[lonanm mepBoe 01100 XpyCTAILINE, TPOXKAPEHHBIE
B Macie mmpotrel. K HHM OBUIO TPEIoKeHO
Mo3enbckoe. Malik BcTal ¥ COOCTBEHHOPYYHO
HanonHUI Ookanel. Korma oH cHOBa cenm, $ 3amerTwi,
gT0 OH HaOmiomaer 3a Ilparrom. OH mocTaBMI
OyTBIIKY Tepeo MHOI Tak, YTOOBI s MOT IMpPOYecTh
atukeTKy. «lefiepcieit Omurcoepr, 1945» 3HauMIOCH
Ha Heil. OH HaKJIOHWICA KO MHE M NPOLIENTAJ, Y4TO
I'eiiepcneii — 3TO ManeHbKas JIepeByIIKa Ha Oepery
Mo3sens, noYTH HEU3BECTHAA 3a npejenaMu ['epmanuu.
DT0 BHHO, 100aBUI OoH, OosbmIas PEAKOCTD,
MOCKOJBKY TMPOAYKIHMS MECTHOTO  BHHOTPaJHHKA
CTOJb HE3HAYWTENbHA, YTO Y YENOBEKa M3 APYTHUX

KYXHHU JIETKHM apoMaT >KapsIerocs Msca, oT KOTO-
POTO Yy MEHSI HEMEJUIEHHO NOTEKJIM CIIOHKH.

Mgl cenu 3a Tpamesy, U TyT sI BCIOMHIJI, 9TO 002
pa3a, Korfa B YHCIE MPOYMX MPHUIVIAIICHHBIX OBLI
Puuapn Ilpart, Malik HEIpeMEHHO 3aT€Bal C HUM
HEOOJIBIIYIO UTPY: KaK TONBKO MTO/IaBATH KJIAPET, OH
mpeajgaral UIMEHUTOMY TOCTHO Ha CIIOP ONpPEAEIIUTh
MECTO W TOJ| W3TOTOBJICHHS HANWTKA. «3agada He
CIMIIKOM TpyaHas, — orseuan Ilparr, — mnpu
YCJIOBHHM, 4TO 3TO BHHO ypoOXas OJHOIO U3 CaMBIX
OIaronprATHBIX CE30HOBY. MaiiK cTaBUII SIIUK TOTO
caMoro Kiapera, 3asaBisis, 4ro IIpaTt He cymeer
ONO3HaTh BHHO. [IpaTT mpuHUMAaN napu U KaxIblid
pa3 BeIUTpBIBaN. SI OBUT yBEepeH, 4TO M HA Cei pa3
Maiik 3areeT Ty ke 3a0aBy, MOCKOJBKY IPOUTPHIII
€ro HHUMaJl0 HE Oropyal, BEAb OH CIYXHI
CBOECOOpA3HBIM JIOKA3aTeNbCTBOM, UYTO BHHO Y
[Hodwmnga npeBocXoaHOE U 3HATOK OMpPEEINIIET ero
cpasy. IIparr ke, AEMOHCTPUPYS CBOE UCKYCCTBO, C
BHUJIUMBIM TPYAOM CKPBIBAJI TOPKECTBO.

CHagama HaM TojaiM OO0  CHETKOB,
00XKapeHHBIX B Maciie A0 XpYyCTALIeH KOPOUYKH, a K
HUM — Mo3enbBelH. IlOmHSBIINCH, H3-3a CTOIIA,
Maliik cam pa3iawyl BUHO U BHOBb YCEJICS Ha CBOE
MECTO; S 3aMETHJI, YTO OH BHUMATEIbHO HAOII0aeT
3a Puuapnom Ilparrom. ByTeuiky OH mOCTaBUII
mepeno MHOU, 4TOOBI s BUAEN Hakieiky. Ha Heit
6buto Hammcano: «laitepcnstit Onmurcoepr, 1945».
HaxnonuBmuch ko MHe, Mallk 1IenHym1, 4TO
laifepcnsii — 3TO KPOXOTHAs AEPEBYLIKA B JOJIMHE
peku Mo3senb, MOYTH HEHU3BECTHAs 3a INPEJeIaMU
l'epmanuu. A 1OTOMY BHHO, YTO MBI IIbE€M, —
Oompmias  PEgKOCTb, Belb  Ha  MECTHBIX
BUHOIPAJHUKAX €Tr0 IMPOU3BOAAT TaK MaJo, 4TO
CTOPOHHEMY HYeJOBEKY pa3fo0BITh €ro IOYTH




Honﬁopxa OHyﬁJIPIKOBaHa Ha caiiTe 0 nmepeBoac v AJisl NEPEeBOIYUKOB «I[yMaTb BCJIIYX»

http://www.thinkaloud.ru/parallelak.html

finally allowed him to have.

‘I doubt whether anyone else in this country
has any of it at the moment,” he said. I saw him
glance again at Richard Pratt. ‘Great thing about
Moselle,” he continued, raising his voice, ‘it’s the
perfect wine to serve before a claret. A lot of peo-
ple serve a Rhine wine instead but that’s because
they don’t know any better. A Rhine wine will kill
a delicate claret, you know that? It’s barbaric to
serve a Rhine before claret. But a Moselle — ah! —
a Moselle is exactly right.’

Mike Schofield was an amiable, middle-aged
man. But he was a stockbroker. To be precise, he
was a jobber in the stock market, and like a num-
ber of his kind, he seemed to be somewhat embar-
rassed, almost ashamed to find that he had made
so much money with so slight a talent. In his heart
he knew that he was not really much more than a
bookmaker — an unctuous, infinitely respectable,
secretly unscrupulous bookmaker — and he knew
that his friends knew it, too. So he was seeking
now to become a man of culture, to cultivate a lit-
erary and aesthetic taste, to collect paintings, mu-
sic, books, and all the rest of it. His little sermon
about Rhine wine and Moselle was a part of this
thing, this culture that he sought.

‘A charming little wine, don’t you think?’ he
said. He was still watching Richard Pratt. I could
see him give a rapid furtive glance down the table
each time he dropped his head to take a mouthful
of whitebait. I could almost feel him waiting for
the moment when Pratt would take his first sip,

MECT HET TOYTH HHKaKOW HaAEXKAbl 3alOIy4YUTh
OyTBUIKY-IpyTyI0 B cBoM pyku. OH caM e3auil B
I'eiiepcneil IpOIITIBIM JIETOM U TOJBKO C OOJIBIINM
TPYJOM €My yJAIoCh MPUOOPECTH TaM Mapy JECSITKOB
OYTBLIOK.

— CoMHEBaIOCh, UTO Y KOTO-HHOYIb, KPOME MEHS, B
AHIIINK €cTh 3TO BHHO, — CKa3ajl OH, TOCMaTpHUBas Ha
Puuapna Ilparra. — YTo B MO3€IBCKOM XOPOLIO, —
MPOAOJIKUIT OH O0JIee TPOMKHM TOJIOCOM, — TaK 3TO TO,
970 ero 0e3 OOS3HM MOXHO HHUTH Mepel KPacHBIM
BUHOM. MHOrue mbIOT BMECTO HEro pelHBEWH, HO
JIeNaloT 3TO TOJIBKO IOTOMY, 4TO ciabo pasduparoTcs
B BHHHBIX TOHKOCTSX. PEMHBENH MOAMUHAET IO ce0s
mo0oe KpacHOE€ BHHO JEJIMKATHOTO XapaKTepa, BBl 00
3TOM HE 3Hanu? OTO NIPOCTO BapBapCTBO II0JAaBaTh
pelinckoe nepen KpacHeiM. Ho mosenbckoe — ax! —
MO3€IbCKOE TYT B CaMbIi pas.

Maiik Cro¢puina, 00XOAUTETBHBII YeIOBEK CPEeTHUX
neT, 6bu1 OMpkeBBIM MakisiepoM. IlepexymmukoM Ha
6upxe, ecin TodHee. I, ka3anock, OH, KaK ¥ MHOTHE
JIOAW €ro THUIA, WCIBITBIBAJ HEIOBKOCTh, €CIH HE
CKazaTh CTBIJ, OT TOTO, YTO 3apabaThIBal CTOJIBKO
JeHer Ha pabore, JUIA BBIOJIHEHHS KOTOPOM
TpeboBasioch Tak Majo obOpa3oBanui. B rmyOune
CBOETO CepJIia OH 3HaJl, 4YTO B JEHCTBUTEIBHOCTH OH
Obu1 HeMHOrmM Oosee  mpocTtoro  OykMmekepa —
WCIIOJTHEHHOTO JIOCTOMHCTBA, OECKOHEYHO yBa)kaeMOro
BCEMH, HO BTaliHe Bce e OecrnapJOHHOro OykMekepa,
— ¥ OH 3HAJI, 4TO €ro JApy3bs 3T0 3HaIU. [loaTomMy oH
CTpeMWiICA ceifdac CcTaTh  YEJIOBEKOM KYJBTYpHI,
COBEPIIEHCTBOBAJICS B JUTEPATyPHON U ACTETHUECKOU
o0acTsax, codupan KapTUHBI, IJIACTUHKH, KHATH U BCE
OCTaJIbHOE, YTO CIOa OTHOCUTCS. Ero ManeHpKkas pedsb
0 PEHHCKHNX ¥ MO3eIbCKHUX BHHAX ObUIa 9acThIO 3TOTO
o0pa3oBaHus, JTOH KYyJbTypHl, K KOTOpOHl OH

HeBO3MOXkHO. [IponuisiM neTom Maiik cnenuanbHO
cam cpe3nun B laifepcrnsii, uToOpl 3abpath Te
HECKOJIBKO OYTBUIOK, KOTOPBIE €My IPOaIH.

— ComHeEBarOCh, YTO y KOTO-TO €IIe B HaIIeiH
CTpaHe ceiyac Haimercs XOoTs Obl OyThIIKa 3TOTO
BHHA, — J00aBWJI OH M CHOBA MOTJISAET B CTOPOHY

Puuapna IIpatra. — Y  MO3€IbCKOrO  €CTh
MOpa3uTeNbHas 0COOEHHOCTh, — MIPOAOIIKAN OH YyXKe
rpoM4e, — OHO MJEaJbHO MNOAXOIUT IS IMOAAYU

nepes KiaperoM. MHorue BMECTO HEro IOJAOT
peifHBelH, HO OHM MPOCTO HE pazduparoTci B
BHHAaX. V3BeCTHO 1M BaM, 4TO peilHBEeHH yOuBaer
TOHKHI BKyc Kiapeta? IlomaBaTh peifHBeiH mepen
KJIAPETOM — CYyIle€ BapBAPCTBO. A BOT MO3€ENIbCKOE,
0, MO3€IIbCKOE — 3TO TO, UTO HYXkKHO.

Maiik lodwunm, mo0e3HbINA MOXKUIONW TOCTIONUH,
0 pomy 3aHATHUH OBLI, OJHAKO, OHPKEBBHIM
MakJIepoM, BepHee, KOMHUCCHOHEpPOM Ha (POHIOBOI
OupiKe; KaK ¥ MHOTHE €0 cOOpaThs, OH CTECHSIICS,
€/lBa JH HEe CTBLAMICS TOTO, YTO, OyIydW HaJeleH
CTOJb CKPOMHBIM TaJlaHTOM, CyMelI CKOJIOTHTb
KpyTHOE cocTosHue. B riryOuHe aymm oH cO3HaBad,
9TO, O CYTH, MaJl0 Ye€M OTIMYAeTCS OT KaKoro-
HUOyap OykMmekepa — BKpPaa4MBOTO, BIIOJHE
OmaronpucTOWHOr0, HO TaKOM  OECCOBECTHO
MyXJIOIomero OykMekepa, — ¥ TOHHMAajl, dYTO
Jpy3bsl €r0 TOKE ITO NOHUMAIOT. A MOTOMY Telepb
OH THIWICA CTaThb YEJIOBEKOM  KYJIbTYpPHBIM,
pa3BUBaThb CBOM JIUTEPATypHBIA U HCTETHUECKHUU
BKYC, COOMpan KapTHUHBI, HOTHI, KHUTH U BCE TaKOe
npouee. M 3Ta ManeHbKas JIEKLUS O pelHBEWHE U
MO3€JIbCKOM OBLTa YacThIO TOM caMoil KyJIbTYpHI, K
KOTOpPOH OH TaK CTPEMUIICS.

— IIpenecTHoe BUHIO, Beap MpaBaa? — MPOU3HEC
OH, Bce nocmarpusas Ha Puuapna Ilparra.
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and look up from his glass with a smile of pleas-
ure, of astonishment, perhaps even of wonder, and
then there would be a discussion and Mike would
tell him about the village of Geierslay.

But Richard Pratt did not taste his wine. He
was completely engrossed in conversation with
Mike’s eighteen-year-old daughter, Louise. He
was half turned towards her, smiling at her, telling
her, so far as I could gather, some story about a
chef in a Paris restaurant. As he spoke, he leaned
closer and closer to her, seeming in his eagerness
almost to impinge upon her, and the poor girl
leaned as far as she could away from him, nodding
politely, rather desperately, and looking not at his
face but at the topmost button of his dinner jacket.

We finished our fish, and the maid came round
removing the plates. When she came to Pratt, she
saw that he had not yet touched his food, so she
hesitated, and Pratt noticed her. He waved her
away, broke off his conversation, and quickly be-
gan to eat, popping the little crisp brown fish
quickly into his mouth with a rapid jabbing
movements of his fork. Then, when he had fin-
ished, he reached for his glass, and in two short
swallows he tipped the wine down his throat and
turned immediately to resume his conversation
with Louise Schofield.

Mike saw it all. I was conscious of him sitting
there, very still, containing himself, looking at his
guest. His round jovial faced seemed to loosen
slightly and to sag, but he contained himself and
was still and said nothing.

CTPEMMUIICS.

— CnaBHOe BUHHUIIKO, HE TMpaBga Jua? —
CIPOCHJI OH MEHS, IPOI0JIXKasl, OAHAKO, HAOII0AaTh 3a
Puuapnom Ilparrom. S 3amerwi, 4TO BCSIKHMH pas,
KOTJla OH OITyCKaJl TOJIOBY, YTOOBI YXBaTHTb PTOM C
BHJIKM KyCOYeK PBIOBI, OH YKPaJgKOi Opocan B CTOPOHY
IIparra  xopotkwii B3rmgA. S moYTH (QUINIECKH
qyBCTBOBAJI, KaK OH JKJaJl TOTO MOMEHTa, koraa [Ipart
clenaeT NEepBbI TJIOTOK U C JIOBOJILHOM,
VIOUBICHHOW, OBITH MOXET, [JaXKe 03aJauyeHHOU
yIBIOKOH OTOpBET IJ1a3a OT cBoero Ookama. M1 morom
JOJDKHA OBLTa pa3BEepPHYTHCS AWCKYCCHS, JaBaBIIas
Maiiky BO3MOXHOCTh COOOIIHUTH O JIepeBHE
[efiepcnei.

Opnako Puuapn Ilpatt He mpukacaicst K BHHY.
Ero BHuHMaHWe LEIMKOM ® MOJHOCTBIO  OBLIO
MPUKOBAaHO K BOCEMHaJUATUJIETHEW aouepu Maiika
Jlynze. OH cupen, HaoJIOBUHY HOBEPHYBIINCH K HEH,
ynbI0ascs el u paccKa3blBall € KaKylo-TO MCTOPHIO O
med-moBape OJHOTO TAapIKCKOTO pecTopaHa. B
pasroBope OH Bce Oonble TOJaBaliCAd BIEpPES,
Ka3aJ0Ch, €Ile HEMHOTO M OH OT CBOET0 YCEpAHs
COBCEM CTOJIKHETCS C HEH, a Oennas Jlymza
OTKJIOHSJIACh OT HETO HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJIBKO TOJBKO
MOTJIa, BEKJIMBO, HO HE 0€3 TEeHM OTYasgHHA, KUBaIa
eMy U crapajach M30erate ero B3MIAAa, (GUKCHPYS
[JIa3aMU BEPXHIOK IYTOBUILY €r0 CMOKHHTIA.

MBI TOKOHYHMJIM C pBIOOW, W CIIy)KaHKa Hadana
00XOAWTHh OFHOTO 3a  APYTUM, 4YTOOBI coOpaTh
tapenku. ITonoiias k Ilparry ona 3ameruna, 4To TOT
elle HHMYEro HE Cbel, U OCTalach CTOATH B
HEpEINUTENbHOCTH. [IpaTT mogHsSI rojIoBy, cAenal ei
3HAK YJNaOUTbCS U IPHUHSICA MOCIEIIHO €CTb.
IIpoBOpHEIMH, TOPBIBUCTBIMH  JBHXKEHHSAMH  OH
3a0pocal  MaJeHbKHX,  MOJUKapUCTO-KOPUYHEBBIX

Sl Bupen, 4YTO KaXAbId pa3, HAKIOHASACH K
Tapeake CcO CHETKaMH, OH YKpaJakod Opocaer
OBICTPBI B3TIISA BOONB CcTONA. S1 moYTH omrymmian,
KaK OH JKJIeT TOro MOMeHTa, koraa llparT cmenaer
CBOM MEpBBINA IJOTOK M, MOAHSB Ija3a, YCMEXHETCs
YAOBIETBOPEHHO, YAUBICHHO, OBITH MOXET, JaKe C
W3yMJIGHHEM, a 3aTeM IIOCHIIIOTCS BOMPOCHI, |
Malik pacckaxkeT npo AepeByuiky l'aliepciisid.

Ho Puuapna Ilpart naxe He npury6mn BuHa. OH
ObuT TeNMKOM ToryomieH Oecemoit ¢ Jlym3oid,
BOCEMHAIATIIIETHEH Toueprio Maiika. Cuns kK Hel
BIIOJIOOOPOTa, OH C YJIBIOKOW pacckas3pBal eif,
HACKOJBKO s MOT TIOHSTH, KaKyl0-TO 0aiiky 1o med-
mosapa OJTHOTO MAPHIKCKOTO pecTopana.
IToctenenno oH Bce OMKe M OIMIKE MOJBHTAICT K
JIeBYIIKEe; Ka3aloch, B a3apTe IOBECTBOBAHUS OH
BOT-BOT KOCHeTca ee. BexnmBo, xXoTd H C
HEKOTOPHIM  OTYassHHEM  KHBas  PacCKa3uhKy,
OeHsKKa OTKIIOHATACHh OT HETO KaK MOXHO JajIbIlle
U CMOTpela HE B €ro JHMIO, a Ha BEPXHIOHO
MTyTOBHILY €TO CMOKHHTA.

MBI TOKOHYMIIM C PBIOOW, M CITy’)KaHKa, 00Xons
rocreil, crajga cobupars Tapenku. [Ipubau3nBIINCH
k llpaTTy 1 yBUJEB, 9TO OH HE JOTPOHYJICA JIO €1bI,
OHa 3aMelKanachk Bo3jie ero cryna, u Ilparr
3ametnn ee. CraemaB el 3Hak, 4ToOBI OHa IIIa
nanpire, I[lpaTT mpepBan pa3roBOp W TPHUHSICS
OBICTPO MOJIEIUIATh BUIKOW XPYCTKHE KOPHUUHEBBIE
PBIOCIIKH, OTIpaBNsAi MX B POT OAHY 3a JPYroi.
JloeB CHETKH, OH HOTAHYJICS K OOKaly, B /1Ba TJIOTKA
OCyIINJI ero U 6e3 MpoMeIJIeHH BHOBD ITOBEPHYJICS
k Jlynze lloduna, HamepeBasicy mpoaomkares Oece-
Ay.

Maiik Bce 3TO BUIeN. S 4yBCTBOBaJ, YTO €My
CTOWJIO HEMAJIOTO TPyJa COXPaHATh CIIOKOICTBHE.
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Soon the maid came forward with the second
course. This was a large roast beef. She placed it
on the table in front of Mike who stood up and
carved it, cutting the slices very thin, laying them
gently on the plates for the maid to take around.
When he had served everyone, including himself,
he put down the carving knife and learned forward
with both hands on the edge of the table.

‘Now,’ he said, speaking to all of us but look-
ing at Richard Pratt. ‘Now for the claret. I must go
and fetch the claret, if you excuse me.’

“You go and fetch it, Mike?’ I said. “Where is
it?’

‘In my study, with the cork out — breathing.’

‘Why the study?’

‘Acquiring room temperature, of course. It’s
been there twenty-four hours.’

‘But why the study?’

‘It’s the best place in the house. Richard
helped me choose it last time he was here.’

At the sound of his name, Pratt looked up.

“That’s right, isn’t it?” Mike said.

‘Yes,” Pratt answered, nodding gravely.
‘That’s right.

‘On top of the green filing cabinet in my
study,” Mike said. ‘That’s the place we chose. A
good draught-free spot in a room with an even
temperature. Excuse me now, will you, while I
fetch it.’

The thought of another wine to play with had
restored his humour, and he hurried out of the
door, to return a minute later more slowly, walk-

peIOOK cebe B pOT, MOMHSI CBOM OOKaj, OCYIIWI €ro
IBYMsI OBICTPBIMH TJIOTKaMH M TOTYAC e TTOBEPHYJICS
Kk Jlynze Cxoduna, 9T00B IPOAOIKUTH MPEPBAHHBIN
pasroBop. Maiik Bce Bujen. S MOMHIO, 4TO OH, OUYE€Hb
CIOKOMHBIN M CAEPKAHHBIU, CUAEI HA CBOEM MECTE U
He CBOAMI Tia3 co cBoero rocta. Ero kpyrumoe,
MIPUBETINBOE JUIO0 Kak OyJATO Ha MTHOBEHHE
OOMSIKIIO, OJTHAKO OH B3sI ce0s B pyKH M HE cKasall
HU CIIOBA.

Bcekope ciayxaHka TpHHECTa  BTOpoe OO0,
OTPOMHBIH  KyCOK apkKoro u3 ToBiguHbl. OHa
MocraBwia ero nepei MalkoMm Ha CTOJ, U OH BCTal,
9T00BI Hape3aTh ero. OH pe3ad MACO OYeHb TOHKHUMHU
JIOMTUKaMH W OCTOPOKHO KJIaJl HMX Ha TapeliKy,
MOJHOCUMYIO €My ciyxaHkod. Koraa Bce, Bkiouas
€ro CaMoro, TMOJIyYHJIH CBOIO MOPIHIO, OH OTIOXHII B
CTOpPOHY HOX, OTepCsl pyKaMH O Kpai cTolia U 4YyTh
MoJlajics BIIEpeI.

— Tak, — ckazan oH, oOpamasich KO BCEM Ham, HO
CMOTpen Impu 3TOM Ha oxHoro Puyapna Ilparra, — a
ceifuac — KpacHOe BHHO. MHe HaJ0 CHadaja CXOAWTH
3a HUM, MO3TOMY MpOIIY H3BUHUTH MEHS, €CIU S Ha
CEKyH]Iy Bac OCTaBIIIo.

— Cxonutb, Maiik? — cipocun 5. — ['ne sxe oHO?

— B moem pabouem kaOuHETe — OTKYyHOPEHHOE,
YTOOBI MOTJIO JIBIIIATH.

— A mouemy B kaOunete?

— M3-3a KOMHATHOH TeMIlepaTyphl, pa3yMeeTcs.
OHO CTOUT TaM y’Ke ABaJIaTh YETHIpPE Yaca.

— Ho nouemy nmenHo B kabunere?

— IlotoMy 4TO 3TO Jlydmee MECTO B JOME.
Puuapn mnocoBeToBall MHE €ro, KOrja B IOCIEIHHM
pa3 ObLT y HaC B TOCTSIX.

Ycnpimas cBoe ums, [IpaTT 0bepHycs.

— Benp Tak? — cnpocui Maiik.

Kaszanocp, ero Becenoe Kpyrioe JHIO pa3oM
OOMSIKIIO ¥ 0OBHCIIO, HO OH CAEpXKAJICA M HE cKazall
HU CJIOBA.

Bcekope cnmyxaHka BHecna ciemyromiee OJroJ10.
To ObUT OTpOMHBIM KycOK >kapeHoro msca. OHa
BOJIpYy3UJjila €ro Ha CTOJI Iepej XO3IUHOM, U Mailk,
HOAHSIBIIMCH CO CTyJla, IPHHSIICA PE3aTb €ro
TOHUYAHIIMMU JIOMTSIMH M aKKypaTHO PacKJaJbIBaTh
IO TapelKaM, KOTOPbIE CIy’KaHKa I10/aBajaa FOCTIM.
Korpa Bce, B ToM uncie Maik, MOJy4HJIid CBOIO
MOPLHI0, OH OTJIOKWI HOX U, OIUPASICh PyKaMU O
Kpaii CTOJIa, CJIETKa HAKIIOHWICS BIIEPE].

— A Temepp, — Ha4aJd OH, OOpamasch KO BCEM
HaM, HO He cBoJs rna3 ¢ Puuappna Ilparra, — Teneps
nepeitneM x knapery. C Bauiero pa3pelieHus, s caM
CXOXY 3a HUM.

— Camu mougere? — ynuBmicsa s. — U raoe xe
OHO?

— Y wmeHs B KkabuHere, OyThIIKa YyXKe
OTKYIOpE€HA, BUHO JBIIINT.

— A mouemy B kaOuHete?

— JloxomuT 10 KOMHATHOH TeMIleparyphl,

pasymeercsa. OHO CTOUT TaM CO BYEpAIIHEr0 Bedepa.

— Ho nouemy B B kabunere?

— D710 mydmiee MecTo B JoMe. MHe ero B Mpo-
LUIBINA pa3 nocoBeToBal Puuapa.

VYcasimas cBoe ums, Pudapp Ilpart ornsanycs.

— Benp tak 6put0 neno, ma, Puuapa? — cmpocun
Maiik.

— Ha, — BaxxHo kuBHYyJ IIparr. — IMeHHO Tak.

— Crour B kabuHeTe Ha 3€lEHOM KAy C
KapTOTeKOoi, — mpoxomxan Maik. — 3T0O MECTO MBI
BbIOpasn BMecTe. B xaOmHeTe Bceraga poBHas TeM-
neparypa, B TOM yTIy He AyeT. A Temeppb Npoury
MEHS N3BUHUTH, I UAY 32 KIAPETOM.
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ing softly, holding in both hands a wine basked in
which a dark bottle lay. The label was out of sight,
facing downwards. ‘Now!” he cried as he came
towards the table. ‘“What about this one, Richard?’
You’ll never name this one!”’

Richard Pratt turned slowly and looked up at
Mike, then his eyes travelled down to this bottle
nestling in its small wicker basket, and he raised
his eyebrows, a slight, supercilious arching of the
brows, and with a pushing outward of the wet
lower lip, suddenly imperious and ugly.

“You’ll never get it,” Mike said. ‘Not in a hun-
dred years.’

‘A claret?” Richard Pratt asked, condescend-
ing.

‘Of course.’

‘I assume, then, that it’s from one of the smal-
lest vineyards?’

‘Maybe it is, Richard. And then again, maybe
itisn’t.’

‘But it’s a good year? One of the great years?’

‘Yes, I guarantee that.’

‘Then it shouldn’t be too difficult,” Richard
Pratt said, drawing his words, looking exceedingly
bored. Except that, to me, there was something
strange about his drawling and his boredom: be-
tween the eyes a shadow of something evil, and in
his bearing an intentness that gave me a faint
sense of uneasiness as [ watched him.

“This one is really rather difficult,” Mike said.
‘I won’t force you to bet on this one.’

‘Indeed. And why not?’ Again the slow arch-

— Ja, — moarBepaun IlpaTT u conMIHO KHUBHYI
roJ0BOi. — DTO Tak.

— Ha 3eneHoM smuke KapTOTEKH B MOEeM KaOWHeTe,
— ckazan Ma#k. — DTO U eCTh TO CaMO€ MECTO, KOTOpPOe
MBI BbIOpanu. CBOOOTHOE OT CKBO3HSAKOB MECTEUYKO B
IIOMENEHUHN c paBHOMEPHOM TeMIepaTypou.
MunyToOuKy, s ceifuac.

MpIcTh O TOM, 4TO B KadecTBE KO3BIpSA y HEro
MMENOCh elle OJHO BHHO, 3aMETHO OKHMBWJIA €r0, U
OH, CIIOBHO Ha KpPBUIbSX, BBUIETEN W3 KOMHATHI.
Uepes MuHYTY OH BepHyscs. Celdac OH mIesN ropaso
MEJIEHHEe M OCTOPOXXKHO HeC B pyKe BHHHYIO
KOp3WHY, B KOTOpPOW Jexkama TemMHas OyTeuika. OHa
ObuUTa TIOBEPHYTa ITHKETKOW BHM3, TO €CTh MPOYECTh
HUYEro OBLIO HeNb3s.

— A Ttenepb, — BOCKIMKHYJ OH, MPUOIM3UBIINCE K
CTONy, — KaK HacdeT BOT 3Toro, Pmuapa? Ero Bam
HUKOT/Ia HE yTaaaTh!

Puuapn Ilparr HecnemHo nosepHyincs Kk Maliky,
MMOCMOTPET Ha HETO0 CHU3y BBEPX M IEPEBENl MOTOM
B3TJIS1 HA OYTBUIKY B MAJICHBKOH IUIETEHON KOp3HWHKE.
On moxusan OpoBM Tak, 4dYTO OHH O00pa3zoBaIH
HAJMEHHBIE JTyTH, U BBIIATI BIEpEe HIKHIOO Try0y.
B »3toT MOMEHT y Hero Obul HEOOBIYANHHO
CaMOYBEpPEHHbIN U OTTAJIKUBAIOLIUNA BUJ.

— Hwm3a uyto He nmoragaerech, — emie pa3 CKazal
Maiik. — Kak HU cTapaiiTecs.

— ®paHIly3cKoe BUHO? — CHUCXOAUTEIHHO CIIPOCHIT
Ipartr.

— EcTtecTBeHHO.

— Kakoro-an0yap ManeHbKOTO BHHOTpaHNKA?

— Mosxer, na, Puuapa. A, MOXeT, 1 HET.

— Ho o310 xopommii roxn? OmuH U3 yAadYHBIX
ypoxxae?

— Jla, 3TO 1 BaM rapaHTHpyH.

IIpu MpICIM O TOM, YTO pasroBopaMu 00 3TOM
HOBOM BHHE MOXHO OyJeT OTBECTH IyIly, HaCTpOe-
Hue y Maiika NOBBICWIIOCH; OH IOCIIEIIHO BBILIET U3
CTOJIOBOM, @ y’K€ MUHYTY CIIyCTsl OISITh IIOSIBUIICS B
JBEPSAX, HO IIarajl MeJJIEHHO, OCTOPOKHO, OOCHMHU
pyKaMmH Jiepka CIenHaIbHy0 KOP3UHKY ISl BUHA, B
KOTOpOH MOKOMJIach OyTHUIKa TEMHOTO cTekia. OHa
Jexana HaKJIeHKOW BHU3, MPOYECTh Ha3BaHHE OBLIO
HEBO3MOXKHO.

— Bot! — mogoiias x cToiy, BOCKIMKHYN Maiik. —
Kax nacuer storo copra, Puuapa? Bam ero um 3a
YTO HE OIO3HATh.

Mennenno  obepuyBmunce, Puuapny Ilpatr
nocMoTpen Ha Maiika, 3aTeM HepeBen B3IVISLL Ha
OyTBUIKY, TIOKOWHO JI€XaBIIYI0 B MaJeHBKOM
IUIETEHOW KOp3WHKE, U MOAHAT OpOBH, BepHEE, Uy Th
HaJMEHHO HU30THYJ UX U OJHOBPEMEHHO BBIISITUII
BIQKHYIO HIDKHIOIO T'y0y, OTYETO JIMIIO0 €ro BAPYT
CTaJIO0 BIACTHBIM M HEIPHUSATHBIM.

— Hu 3a 4ro He noragaerech, — NOBTOpHI Malik,
— XOTb CTO JIET raJlalTe.

— Ot1o Kjaper? — CHHCXOTUTENBHO IOMHTEpe-
coBaiucs Puuapg.

— Koneuno.

— IlpousBesnen, Hafo mojaraTh, B KaKOW-HUOYIb
MaJICHbKOH BHHOJIENbHE?

— Mosxer ObITh, U Tak, Pugapn. A Moxer OBITh, U
HeT.

— Ho roa-to xopommwmii? Oaus n3 Tydmunx?

— Hla, 3TO 1 BaM rapaHTHpy1o.

— Yo X, Takas 3aja4a HE COCTABHT OOJIBIIOTO
TpyJa, — pacTAruBas CIOBa, CO CKy4arOUIUM BUJOM
npouenun Ilparr. OmHako W B ITOW HaMEpPEHHO
MEJUITEIBHON pe4Yd, U B BBIPAXKCHUM OTYASIHHOU
CKYKM Ha €ro JIMIE MHE MOYYJWIOCh YTO-TO
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ing of the brows, the cool, intent look.

‘Because it’s difficult.’

‘That’s not very complimentary to me, you
know.’

‘My dear man,” Mike said, ‘I’ll bet you with
pleasure, if that’s want you wish.’

‘It shouldn’t be too hard to name it.’

“You mean you want to bet?’

‘'m perfectly willing to bet,” Richard Pratt
said.

‘All right, then, we’ll have the usual. A case of
the wine itself.’

‘You don’t think I’ll be able to name it, do
you?’

‘As a matter of fact, and with all due respect, I
don’t,” Mike said. He was making some effort to
remain polite, but Pratt was not bothering over-
much to conceal his contempt for the whole pro-
ceeding. And yet, curiously, his next question
seemed to betray a certain interest.

“You like to increase the bet?’

‘No, Richard. A case is plenty.’

‘Would you like to bet fifty cases?’

‘That would be silly.’

Mike stood very still behind his chair at the
head of the table, carefully holding the bottle in its
ridiculous wicker basket. There was a trace of
whiteness around his nostrils now, and his mouth
was shut very tight.

Pratt was lolling back in his chair, looking up
at him, the eyebrows raised, the eyes half closed, a
little smile touching the corners of his lips. And

— Torpa yramarts, moxkamyii, OyaeTr He Tak yx
TPYIHO, — BBICKa3al cBoe cyxnaeHue Puuapn Ilparr.
OH roBopmi cierka THycaBs, 1 Ha ero (pu3smoHOMHH
JIeKaJo BBEIpAKEHHE OecKoHeuHOW ckyku. Ha wmeHs
ero addexTupoBaHHas MaHepa pedd U UPE3MEPHO
MOAYEPKHYTOE PABHOMAYIIHE IIPOU3BOAUIU CTPAHHOE
BIIEUATIIEHNE, KOTOPOE TOJIBKO YCHUIUBAJIOCh TEM, YTO
BOKPYT €T0 Tia3 0erain Kakue-To 3JI00HBIe TeHU, a BCA
€ro 11032 BblJJaBajla COCTOSIHUE KpaiiHe HaNpPsSKEHHOIO
BHMMaHUS. MHe OBbUIO HEMHOTO HENPHUATHO, KOTAa S
pasrisabIBall €r0.

— Her, 5Ty Mapky NeHCTBUTENBHO TPYJIHO yrajaarsb,
— 3aepun IIparra Maiik. — He xouy HaBsI3bIBaThb BaM
HOBOTO HapH.

— Ax, BoT Kak. [louemy xe?
MEJUIEHHO IIONOJ3IM  BBEpX,
XOJIOJHBIN, HAIPSIKEHHBIN B3TJIA.

— IToTOMy 4TO 3TO 4EPTOBCKHU TpyJHAs 3aJa4a.

— Ilocnymaiite, Takoe 3asBIE€HHWE OTHIOJIb HE
JieJ1aeT MHE KOMIIITUMEHTA.

— Jloporo#i moii, — ckazan Maiik, — eciau BaM 3TO
TaKk Ba)¥HO, TO S, KOHEYHO, C YJOBOJBCTBHEM
IOCIIOPIO ¢ BaMH €LIe pa3.

— Bpsin i ¢ 3TUM BUHOM y MeHS OyAyT TPYJHOCTH.

— BBl xoruTe cka3zarh, 4TO COIJIACHBI JE€P¥KATh
napu?

— Hy, pasymeerca. He ToibKkO corllaceH, HO u
HEMEMJICHHO ToTOB, — oTBeTWs Puuapy Ilpatr.

— Xopowo. Torna, 3Ha4uT, cTaBKa NpexHss. SAmuk
TOYHO TaKOI'O )€ BUHA.

— Bam He Bepurcs, 4TO S CMOry OIpPEAEIUTH
Mapky?

— YecTHO roBOpsl U NpPU BCEM YBa)KEHHM K BaM —
HeT.

Maiik

— CnoBa OpoBHu
B IJIa3ax 3acThUI

TMO-NPEKHEMY cTapajics OCTaBaThCsa

HeoOBIYHOE: HEAo0pas TEeHb CKOJb3HYyJa IO €ero
(U3UOHOMHUHM, a MaHepe HOepKaThCs MOSBUIACH
HEKOTOpas HANPSHKEHHOCTH; MECHS OXBaTWJIA JIETKast
6e30T4eTHas TPeBora.

— OT0 W BHpaBAy KPENKH OpEmIeK, — CKazal
Maiik. — He cTaHy BbIHY»JaTh Bac 3aKJIIOYaTh Ia-
pu.

— Bor kxak. U mouemy xe?

BpoBu naTH MENIEHHO U30THYIUCH, B XOJIOIHOM
B3TJIS/I€ CKBO3HIIO HANPSHKEHHOE BHUMAHUE.

— IloromMy 49TO 3a7a9Ka HE U3 JIETKUX.

— DT0, 3HaeTe JW, MHE CIBIIIATh HE CIUIIKOM
JIECTHO.

— Jloporoit MOH, 51 C YJOBOIBCTBUEM MOOBIOCH C
Bamu 00 3aKiaj, €CIH TOIBKO BBl CAMH TOTO IIO-
KelaeTe.

— OmpenenuTs COPT BUHA HE COCTABUT OOJIBIIIOTO
Tpyna.

— BEI X0THTE cKa3aTh, YTO HE MPOYh 3aKIIOUUTH
napu?

— C mpeBenuKUM YIOBOIBCTBUEM, — IIPOMOIIBHI
Puuapn Ipatr.

— OTnuyHO; TOorma ObeMcs, Kak Bcerma. Ha smuk
ATOTO CaMOT'0 BHHA.

— Bw1, cramo ObITh, cuuTaeTe, 9TO MHE €T0 HE
OTI03HAaTh, BEPHO?

— YecTtHO TOBOpS, IPH BCEM MOEM K BaM yBa-
JKEHUHM, TyMalo, UTO HE OII03HAaTh, — CKa3aj Malik.

EMy SBHO CTOMJIO HEMabIX YCHIUN COXPaHITh
mo6e3HbIil TOH, IIpaTT ke W He mBITancs CKpPHITH
cBoe IpeHeOpexeHue K npoucxomiiemy. OnHako
€ro CJIELYHOLINI BOIIPOC, KAK HA CTPAHHO, BBIJABAI
HEKOTOPBII UHTEPEC K MapHu.

— A BBl He XoTequ OBl NMOCTaBUTH UYTO-HUOYID
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again I saw, or thought I saw, something distinctly
disturbing about the man’s face, that shadow of
intentness between the eyes, and in the eyes them-
selves, right in their centres where it was black, a
small slow spark of shrewdness, hiding.

‘So you don’t want to increase the bet?’

‘As far as I’m concerned, old man, I don’t give
a damn,” Mike said. ‘I’ll bet you anything you
like.

The three women and I sat quietly, watching
the two men. Mike’s wife was becoming annoyed;
her mouth had gone sour and I felt that at any
moment she was going to interrupt. Our roast beef
lay before us on our plates, slowly steaming.

‘So you’ll bet me anything I like?’

‘That’s what I told you. I’ll bet you anything
you damn well please, if you want to make an is-
sue of it.’

‘Even ten thousand pounds?’

‘Certainly I will, if that’s the way you want it,’
Mike was more confident now. He knew quite
well that he could call any sum Pratt cared to men-
tion.

‘So you say I can name the bet?’ Pratt asked
again.

‘That’s what I said.’

There was a pause while Pratt looked slowly
around the table, first at me, then at the three
women, each in turn. He appeared to be reminding
us that we were witness to the offer.

‘Mike!” Mrs Schofield said, ‘Mike, why don’t
we stop this nonsense and eat our food. It’s getting

BEXKJIUBBIM, B TO BpeMs KakK €ro coOeceJHUK MOUYTH He
CKpBIBAJ, KaKk Bce 3TO eMmy Hamoemo. UM Bce ke
cleyonuil BOIIPOC IIpatra, IIOXOXKE,
CBUJIETEIHCTBOBAII O HEKOTOPOM €r0 HHTEpeCe.

— OpgHako HE MOAHATH JIX HAM CTaBKY?

— Her, Puuapa. flmuka n1ocTaTouHO.

— A Ha IATBHAECAT SIMIUKOB BBI OBl OCTIOPHIIN?

— Jt0 ObLTO OBI 6E3pacCcyICTBOM.

Maiik, npsAMoil Kak cBeya, CTOSJ 033U CBOETO
CTyJia BO TJIaBE CTOJIA M OCTOPOKHO AEpKan OYTBHUIKY
B ee Hesemnoi myOsHOW kop3uHe. Kpbuibs ero Hoca
ObUTH TTOAEPHYTHI Ceiuac JerKkoil OJIeAHOCTHIO, a IyOBI
IJIOTHO COKATEHI.

[IpaTT HEOpEe)KHO OTKWUHYJCSA Ha3zag M MOTHSUI Ha
HEro B3TJSA — OpOBH AYTrod, BEKHM MPHUOIYIICHEI, €lIe
3aMeTHas yibplOKka B yromkax pra. Y cHoBa s yBuaen
WM MHE I0Ka3aJloCh, YTO S YBHIEN, KaK YTO-TO
YIAUBUTEIHHO TPEBOKHOE POMETBKHYJIO Ha €r0 JIHIIE
— 3JI0BeIIee, HAMPSHKEHHOE BHUMAHUE TIE-TO MEXKIY
ri1a3aMu, a B CaMHX TIJla3aX, TOYHO B HX LEHTPE, BO
Mpake 3pauKoB, KOJIOYasi HCKOPKA TyKaBCTBA.

— 3HaYUT, BBl HE XOTUTE TOBBICUTH CTAaBKY?

— YUto 10 MeHs, IPYXKHUIIE, TaK MHE COBEPIICHHO
BCE paBHO, — 3asBUJ Maiik. — S TOTOB JiepXxaTh ¢ BaMU
mapy Ha BCe, YTO XOTHTE, Ha Bce!

Tpu )KEHIMUHBI W S CUJENH, HE TOBOPS HU CIIOBA,
n Habmoganmm 3a obonmmu. Muccuc Cxodwuina Hagana
TEpSATh TEpIICHUE; €€ TyObl CKPUBWINCH, U Y MEHS
OBLJIO BIIEUATIICHWE, YTO OHAa BOT-BOT  BCTPSHET
MEXAy cruopsamuMu. JIOMTHKH — KapKOTro JIeXKaJH
mepea HaMH Ha TapeliKaxX U CIIeTKa JBIMIIIUCK.

— BbI B camoMm Jies1e ToTOBBI OCTIOPUTh CO MHOM Ha
BCE, UTO 5 3aX049y?

— 5 ke ckazan. Eciu BaMm He cTpalleH puck, TO s
TOTOB JIEpXKaTh Mapu HA JTIOO0YI0 MPEAIOKCHHYI0 BAMH

noconugHee?

— Her, Puuapp. Slmuk BUHA — 3TO HEMAJIO.

— MoeT ObITh, IOCTABUTE HATHAECCAT SIIUKOB?

— Jt10 OBUTO OBI TIIYTIO.

3aMepeB M03aau CBOETO CTyJia BO IJIaBE CTOJA,
Maliik Mo-npeXHEeMy OCTOPOXKHO JEpiKal HEJICIYIO
IUIETEHYI0 KOP3WHKY ¢ OyThUIKoi. Ho3znpu ero uyTh
nobemnenu, ryd OBLITH TUIOTHO CXKATHI.

BanbsokHO OTKMHYBIINCH Ha CIOHHKY —CTYyJIa,
IIpatT cMoTpen Ha Hero CHU3y BBEpX; OPOBU y HETO
OBLTM TIOHSITHI, TJIa3a IMOJY3aKPBITHI, a yIiIax Ty0
mpsiTanach 4yTh 3aMeTHas ycMmemka. M cHOBa B
TUIE ITOTO 4YeNOBEeKa S 3aMeTWI — WIH MHE
MOKAa3aJIoCh? — HEKYI0 HANPsDKEHHOCTH, a B TIIa3ax,
B CaMmMOM IICHTPE UYEpHBIX 3PAYKOB MEJICHHO
3aKTIJIach | IOTaciia UCKpa pacueTIMBOTO HHTEpECa.

— 3HaYUT, HE XOTHUTE ITOBLICUTH CTaBKY?

— Uto m0 MEHS CTapWHa, TO Ha CTaBKY MHE
COBEpLIEHHO HaIUJIEBaTh, — 3asBWI Maiiki. — 'oToB
MOCTAaBUTh YTO YTOAHO.

Tpu >KCHIIUHEI U I MOJT4a HAOIIOIANHN 32 ABYMS
cnopmukamu. Keny Maiikiia npoucxopsiee
Ha4yaio pas3ipaxaTh, TyObl ee M30THYIHUCH B HEIO-
BOJIFHOU TpuMace; s YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OHA BOT-BOT
BMeIIaeTcs B pa3roBop. Ha tapenkax mepena Hamu
MEJUICHHO CThIJIA KapeHas TOBSINHA.

— Y0 yronxo, cTano ObITh?

— 4 xe ckazan. berock 00 mr0060# 3akiazg, 4epT
mo0epw, pa3 yK BBl TaK CTAaBUTE BOIIPOC.

— Jlaxe necsThb ThIcAY GyHTOB?

— KoneuHo, ecau xoture.

Temepr Maiikn duyBcTBOBanm cebs  Ooisee
yBepeHHo. OH IpeKpacHO 3HAJ, YTO MOXKET IOCTa-
BHUTh Ha KOH JIOOYI0 CyMMy, Kakyl TOJBKO
B3AyMaer Ha3BaTh lIparr.
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cold.

‘But it’s not nonsense,” Pratt told her evenly.
‘We’re making a little bet.’

I noticed the maid standing in the background
holding a dish of vegetables, wondering whether
to come forward with them or not.

‘All right, then,” Pratt said, ‘I’1l tell you what I
want you to bet.’

‘Come on, then,” Mike said, rather reckless. ‘I
don’t give a damn what it is — you’re on.’

Pratt nodded, and again the little smile moved
the corners of his lips, and then, quite slowly,
looking at Mike all the time, he said, ‘I want you
to bet me the hand of your daughter in marriage.’

CTaBKYy.

— Jlaxe Ha gecaTh ToICSY HYHTOB?

— Pazymeercs. Ha Bce, uto xoTute.

lomoc Maiika 3By9an ceiigyac oueHb yBepeHHo. OH
XOpOIIO 3HajJ, 9TO €My II0 KapMaHy Oblia Jrobas
cymma, Ha3BaHHas [Iparrom.

— To ecth, BB TOBOpPHTE, YTO MHE MOXKHO
onpenenuTh CcTaBKy? — yzmoctoBepmics Ilparr eme
pas.

— la, IMEHHO 3TO s cKa3aJ.

Bosnunkina may3a. [Ipart MenneHHo o6Ben ria3amu
coOpaBmIMXcs, CHadanga MEHs, IIOTOM OJAHY 3a OJHOH
Bcex Tpex jkeHmuH. OH Kak OyJATO XOTed HallOMHHUTH
HaM, YTO MBI OBUIM CBUIETEISIMH CIEIIKH.

— Maiik! — monmusana ronmoc mmccuc Crodwmmm. —
Malik, naBail IpPEKpPAaTHM ATy YEIyXy U JOECIHUM Hallle
xapkoe. OHO COBCEM OCTBIHET.

— OT0 He Yemyxa, — cnokoiHO ckazan Ilparr. —
MBI 3aKiTi09aeM 3/1eCh MaJICHbKOE MapH.

S 3amermn, 4yTOo Ha 3aJHEM IUIaHE  CTOAJA
CIIy’)kaHKa C OBOIIHBIM OJIOJJOM B pyKax, SBHO HE
3Had, 0JaBaTh €i JajbIle WIN HeT.

— Yro x, xopomo, — npousHec Ilparr, — Torna,
3HAYHT, 51 HA30BY CTaBKY.

— Bansiite, — OecmeuHo ckazan Maiik. — Mmue
abCOJIIOTHO BCE paBHO, HA YTO MBI CIIOPUM — OYEpenb
3a BaMH.

[IpatT KUBHYJ, ¥ CHOBa YrOJKH €r0 pTa TPOHYJA
cmabas yneioka. He cBoas ¢ Maiika a3, oH MeJICHHO
HPOU3HEC!

— 4 sakmowar0o ¢ BaMM Iapu Ha pyKy Ballel
Jouepu.

— Tax BB TOBOpHTE, S MOTY CaM Ha3HAYUThH
3akyaz? — cHoBa crpocui IIpartT.

— MIMeHHO 3T0 5 U cKa3all.

B nacrynuBmiem wmomyanuu Ilpatr memiieHHO
o0BeJ B3MIAJOM CHICBIIMX 32 CTOJIOM TOCTEH:
CHaYajla MOCMOTpPEN HAa MEHs, IIOTOM IMOOYEPENHO
Ha KaXIyI0 U3 Tpex jkeHImKH. OH CIOBHO OBl Haro-
MUHaJI HaM, 9TO MBI — CBH/IETEIH ¥ CBOMMH YIIaMH
CJIBIIIANIN TIPEI0KEHNE X031Ha.

— Maiik! — Bockmukayna muccuc lllopwmng. —
IMocnymaii, Maliik, naBail Jydlle HOPEKpaTUM BCIO
3Ty epyHIy U 3aiimeMcs efoii! OHa BeIb CTHIHET.

— OTOo BOBce HE e€pyHAa, — pPOBHBIM TOHOM
mpousHec llparr. — Mbl 3akmiogaeM HeOOJbIIOE
Mapu.

Kpaewm riasa s 3amernn cioyxanky. OHa cTosuia B
OTJAJIEHUH M JiepXajia B pyKax OJII0JI0 ¢ OBOIIAMH,
SIBHO HE 3Hasl, TO JIM IIarHyTh BIIEPE]] M MPEATIOKHUTH
UX TOCTAM, TO JIU TIOTOAUTb.

— Yro x, nagHo, — npomonsun Ilparr. — A
CKaX<y, Ha 4TO 5l TOTOB OUTHCS C BaMH 00 3aKJaj.

— JlaBaiiTe, BBIKIIanbIBaiiTe, — OECIIEYHO OTO-
3Basicss Maiik. — Mue nneBaTth, Ha 4to. Ilapu Tak
napu!

[IparT kuBHYI, JIeTKas yCMeIIKa BHOBb TPOHYJIA
YTOJKH ero ry0, a 3arem, He cBOAA ¢ Maiika ria3s,
OH 0YEHb MEIJIEHHO IPOPOHUIL:

— 51 xody, 4TOOBI BBI, €CIIN MPOCTIOPUTE, OTAAIH
MHE PYKY Balleil JO4YEepH.




