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A. BIERCE

THE APPLICANT

Pushing his adventurous shins through the
deep snow that had fallen overnight, and encour-
aged by the glee of his little sister, following in
the open way that he made, a sturdy small boy, the
son of Grayville's most distinguished citizen,
struck his foot against something of which there
was no visible sign on the surface of the snow. It
is the purpose of this narrative to explain how it
came to be there.

No one who has had the advantage of passing
through Grayville by day can have failed to ob-
serve the large stone building crowning the low
hill to the north of the railway station — that is to
say, to the right in going toward Great Mowbray.
It is a somewhat dull-looking edifice, of the Early
Comatose order, and appears to have been de-
signed by an architect who shrank from publicity,
and although unable to conceal his work — even
compelled, in this instance, to set it on an emi-
nence in the sight of men — did what he honestly
could to insure it against a second look. So far as
concerns its outer and visible aspect, the Abersush
Home for Old Men is unquestionably inhospitable
to human attention. But it is a building of great
magnitude, and cost its benevolent founder the
profit of many a cargo of the teas and silks and
spices that his ships brought up from the under-
world when he was in trade in Boston; though the
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OTBakHO cTymasi MO HAMETeHHBIM C Beuepa

cyrpobaM BIiepenn CECTPeHKH, KOTOopas Mpodupanachk
mo cinegam Opara W TOJ33J0pHBalla €T0 BECEJIBIMU
BO3rJacaMH, MaJICHBKUN KpPACHOINEKUI MaibuyraH,

CBIH OJHOIO0 U3 CaMbIX BHJHBIX rpaxaaH
I'poiiBunna, CHOTKHYJICS O KakOU-TO  IpPEAMET,
JIeXaBIIMN TIIyOOKO TMOJX CHEroM. B HacTosmem
MMOBECTBOBAaHMM  aBTOp CTaBUT  cebe LEJBIO

OOBSICHUTH, KakUM OOpa3oM 3TOT MPEeAMET OYyTHIICS
Tam.

Te, KoMy mNOCYaCTIMBHIOCH TPOXOTUTH HYepe3
I'paiiBiuin  gHEM, HE MOIJIM HE 3aMETUThH OOJbIIOE
KaMEHHOE 3/laHHe, BEHYalollee HEBBICOKHI XOJIM K
CeBepy OT JKEIE3HOAOPOKHOHI CTaHIUHU, TO €CThb IO
mpaBoi pyke, ecan uATH K I'paiit-MoyOpeir. Ortot
JIOBOIBHO ~ YHBUIBIH  JOM  "paHHEIeTaprHYecKOro
cTuis" HEBOJIBHO HAaBOAWI HA MBICIB, YTO CTPOUTEIND
€ro TOXeJal YKIOHHThCS OT CJIaBbl M, HE HMes
BO3MOKHOCTH CKPBITH CBO€ TBOpEHHE — Ooyee Toro,
BBIHYX/IEHHBIH BO3BECTH €ro Ha CaMOM  BHJIHOM
MeCTe, — PUIJIOKHIT BCE CHIIBI K TOMY, YTOOBI HUKTO HE
3aX0TeJI MOCMOTPETh HA HTO COOPYKECHHE JIBAXKJBL.
Ilockonpky pedb HAET O €ro BHENIHEM BHJE,

"Y6exure O6epcama TUTS mpecTapemnsix’,
0€3yClIOBHO, TOCTENPUHMCTBOM H pajaylIdeM He
OTJIMYAIOCh. TeM He MeHee JOM J3TOT OblIT BECbMa

BHYIINTEJIEH 10 pa3MepaM, M ILIeAPOMY OCHOBATEIIO
"V6exuma" NpUIIIOCh BIOXKHTH B €r0 IMOCTPOHKY
OpuOBIM  OT MHOTHX MAapTUH  Yasl, IIETKOB H
MPSTHOCTEH, KOTOpbIe KOpabiu TPUBO3WIM €My OT
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OTBa)XHO TMPOKIABIBas cebe MyTh B HalaJgaBIIeV.
3a HOYb INIyOOKOM CHErY HpPaaysch BECEIOMY CMEXY
MJIAJIIeH CEeCTPeHKH, KOTopas JBUTalach 3a HHM
[0 TPOTONTAHHOMY CIEIy, KPENEeHBbKUIl MalbdyraE
JI€T BOCBMHU — CbIH MMEHMUTEHMINIEr0 U3 JKUTENel
I'peliBuinss — BAPYr CHOTKHYJCS O  KAKOM-TC
OpeAMeT,  XOTS  HHUYTO  HA POBHOH CHEXHO¥
MOBEPXHOCTH HE YKa3bIBaJlO, YTO OH IOJ HEH JEXKUT.
OTkyna oH TaMm B3suicd, OymeT OOBSICHEHO B 3TOM
pacckase.

Ecan Bam noBOAMIIOCH Mpoe3kaTh [ 'peilBUILIE
JHEM, BBl HENPEMEHHO [OJDKHBI OBLIM 3aMETHTE
6obII0e KAaMEHHOE 37aHHE, YTO CTOUT Ha NMPHUTOPKE K
ceBepy OT BOK3aJa U CIpaBa IO XOAYy MOE3Ja, €Clv
exate B cTOpoHYy ['peiiT-MoOpu. 31anme BecbM:
YHBLIOE, IOCTPOEHO B CTHJIE PAHHETO yIajKa, IpU4eM
apXUTEKTOP, CYAs IO BCEMY, UypaJICs CIABbl, U XOTS
€My HE YJaloCh BOBCE CKPBITb CBO€ TBOPEHHE 01
TMIONICKUX TJa3, — Ooyiee TOro, OH OBUI BBIHYXICE
MOCTaBUTh €r0 Ha BUAY, TaK 4YTO BCE B30PbI HEBOJIBHC
oOpamiaroTcsi K JOMy, OZHAKO OH HE IOXKajer
TPYJOB W JOOWICS-TaKM CBOETO: IMOTJSAEB pa3 He
3TOT MIeNeBp, BBl HUKOTAa yXe Oonbmie  HeE
MOBEPHETE TOJIOBBI B €ro CTOpoHy. WTak, BHEIIHHY
BHUJ MpUIOTA JUIs Ipecrapelblx B I'pedBuilie
4Ype3BbIYaHO HENPHUBIIEKATENEH M HenpuseTnus. Hc
pa3Mepbl  €r0  BEIUKH, OCHOBAaBUIMM  IPHIO]
OaroTBOPUTENh BIOXKHJI B €r0  CTPOHUTEIHCTBC
HEMalIyl TOJUKY JIOXOAOB OT IPOJAXKU 4Yasi, LIEIKOE
U IPSHOCTEH, TIpy3bl KOTOPBIX JOCTaBIAIM H3-3¢
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main expense was its endowment. Altogether, this
reckless person had robbed his heirs-at-law of no
less a sum than half a million dollars and flung it
away in riotous giving. Possibly it was with a
view to get out of sight of the silent big witness to
his extravagance that he shortly afterward dis-
posed of all his Grayville property that remained
to him, turned his back upon the scene of his
prodigality and went off across the sea in one of
his own ships. But the gossips who got their inspi-
ration most directly from Heaven declared that he
went in search of a wife — a theory not easily rec-
onciled with that of the village humorist, who sol-
emnly averred that the bachelor philanthropist had
departed this life (left Grayville, to wit) because
the marriageable maidens had made it too hot to
hold him. However this may have been, he had
not returned, and although at long intervals there
had come to Grayville, in a desultory way, vague
rumors of his wanderings in strange lands, no one
seemed certainly to know about him, and to the
new generation he was no more than a name. But
from above the portal of the Home for Old Men
the name shouted in stone.

Despite its unpromising exterior, the Home is
a fairly commodious place of retreat from the ills
that its inmates have incurred by being poor and
old and men. At the time embraced in this brief
chronicle they were in number about a score, but
in acerbity, querulousness, and general ingratitude
they could hardly be reckoned at fewer than a
hundred; at least that was the estimate of the

HAaIlUX aHTHIIONOB B BOCTOH, r7ie OH 3aHMMANCS B Ty
Mopy KOMMEpYECKOH JesSTEeIbHOCTBIO:  BIIPOYEM,
Oonmpmmas d9acTh JeHEr Obla BIOXKEHa B  (OHI
"Yo6exuma" npu oCHOBaHUU ero. B o0meil crnoxkHOCTH
3TOT OecmabamrHbBIi  YeJoBeK  orpabui CBOUX
3aKOHHBIX HACJIE€AHWKOB HA CYMMY HE MEHBIIYIO, YeM
MOJMIJIJIMOHA JOJUIApOB W IYCTWJI €€ Ha BeTep
OJHMM B3MaxoM IIeIpod pyku. Bo3mMoxHO, dTO,
UMes HaMEepeHHE CKPBITbCA OT 3TOT0 MOJYAIHUBOTO
CBHUJETENSI CBOGH PAaCTOUYHMTENHHOCTH, OH M pacrpojal
BCKOpE Iocjie TOro BCE CBOE HMYIIECTBO B
I'poiiBunne, NOKUHYJI MecTa, TJHe IIpegaBacs
HEJTaBHO MOTOBCTBY, M ye€Xall 3a MOpEe Ha OJHOM W3
COOCTBEHHBIX KopaOIen. OpHaKko CIJIETHHKH,
MOJTy4aBIINE CBEICHHWS HEIOCPEICTBEHHO C Hebec,
YTBEPXKAAIH, Oy ITO OH OTIPABHIICA MOJIBICKHBATH cebe
KEHy, XOTd HX BEpCHI0 HE Tak-TO JErko ObLIo
CBA3aTh C COOOpaKEHUSIMH, MMEBIIMMHCS Ha  3TOT
C4ET y OJHOT0 TPAUBUILICKOTO OCTPOCIOBA, KOTOPBII
3aBepsul BCEX, UYTO (MIIAHTPONHMYECKH HACTPOCHHBIN
XOJIOCTSIK TIOKHMHYJ Hally [ogonb (cupedb [paiiBum),
nb0 3JIeIIHME BEIMKOBO3PACTHBIE JEBHIBI CIHUIIKOM
YK JIOTIEKalli e€ro CBOMM BHMMaHueM. Kak Obl TO HH
ObuTO, Ha3ax OH HE BEPHYJCHA, U XOTS CMYTHBHIE,
OTPBIBOYHBIE BECTH O €T0 CKHUTAaHHAX B UYXKUX Kpasx
u3peaka U gonetanu Ao ['paiiBuina, Bce K€ HUYETO
OTIPEeIEJIeHHOTO O HEM HHKTO  HE 3Hal, u A
MOJIOJIOTO TIOKOJIEHHS HMsS 3TOTO dYellOBeKa CTalo
MycThIM 3ByKOoM. Ho — BeIcedeHHOe Ha KaMHE, OHO

TPOMOTJIACHO 3asfBIIATI0O O cebe Haag TJIaBHBIM
Bx0oJ0M "YOexuIIa s mpecTapensix”.
Hecmotpss Ha Mamoobemiaromyio BHENIHOCTS,

"Voexume" MpeAcTaBIsLI0O JUIsl CBOMX obOwTareneit
COBCEM HE IIOXO€ MECTO OTAOXHOBEHHUS OT MHOTHX
307, KOTOpPHIE OHH HAaBICKIU Ha ce0s B JKH3HH,

OKeaHa ero Kopabiu, Korja OH JiepKal TOPTOBIIO E
Bocrone. BnobaBok oH Ha3HAYMWI JCHEXKHBIH (OHI
Ha cojepkanue mnpuiota. OOpymIMB Ha COTPAXKAAE
CTOJb HEOOy3JaHHYIO INEAPOCTh, JIETKOMBICIEHHBIY
Omaromerens orpabuil CBOMX 3aKOHHBIX HACIIETHHUKOE
HA MHOTO HH Majo Ha IOJMHJUIMOHA JOJIIapOB
Beposrno, He xenast, 9TOObI c€il OTPOMHBIM HeMoO¥
CBUJIETEJNb €r0 PACTOUUTEIBLHOCTH BEYHO MO3OJIMII EMY
rjiasa, OH B CKOPOM BPEMEHU IpoJal BCK
ocraBiIyoca y Hero B ['pefiBuiie coOCTBEHHOCTS, Cel
Ha OAWH M3 CBOMX KopaOiied W ymiuelIl 3a Mope
Bmnpouem,  KyMymikw, KOTOPBIM  BCETAAa  BCE
M3BECTHO Jyume, udeM camoMmy [locmomy bory.
OOBSBMIIM, YTO OH OTNPAaBWJICA HAa TIOMCKH JKEHBI
4eMy, OJHAKO, IPOTUBOPEYHUT BEPCUS TOPOJCKOIC
OCTPOYMIIa, YTBEPXKAABIIET0, 4YTO BCE A0 EIHHOY
MECTHBIE JEBHIBI Ha BBIJIAaHBE OYKBaJbHO HE
JlaBaJId TIPOXOJY XOJOCTSKY-(puIaHTpoIry, MOTOMY-TC
OH M OCTaBWJI CHIO 10J10J1b, TO Ommb ['peiBris. KTc
W3 HUX TIpaB — MBI HE 3HAaeM, OJHAKO B TOPOJ OF
OomnbIIe HE BEPHYJCS, U XOTSA MOPOU M0 SKHUTEIEF
J07eTany OOPBIBOYHBIE CIyXH, YTO OH IIyTEIIECTBYET
10 HEBEJIOMBIM CTPaHaM, HUUYErO JOCTOBEPHOI'O HUKTC
HE 3HAJI, U JUISl CJIEIYIOLIETO OKOJIEHUSI 3TOT YEIIOBEK
CTanm Bcero Jumbe uMeHeM. Ho wums  kpuyanc
KaMEeHHBIMH OyKBaMHu ¢ ¢poHTOHA JOMa IS
HpeCTapebIX.

HecMoTps Ha HETOCTENIPUUMHBIA BHJ, IOM 3TO1
SABIIIET COOOW JOCTATOYHO HAJEKHOE YOEKHIIe 01

HEB3roJl, Kakue BBINAJAIOT Ha JOJI0 IIPEeCTapeliblX,
Korma oHU OemHsl. Bo BpemeHa, K KOTOPBIM
OTHOCHTCS Hallla  KOpPOTKas  IOBECTb, 371eCE

IPOKUBAJIO OKOJIO JBEHAJUATH CTapUKOB, IO TOIC
CBapJIMBBIX, B3IOPHBIX W HEOJaromgapHBIX, UTC
HENPUATHOCTEH OT HUX OBUIO HE MEHbBIIE, YeM 01
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superintendent, Mr. Silas Tilbody. It was Mr. Til-
body's steadfast conviction that always, in admit-
ting new old men to replace those who had gone
to another and a better Home, the trustees had dis-
tinctly in will the infraction of his peace, and the
trial of his patience. In truth, the longer the institu-
tion was connected with him, the stronger was his
feeling that the founder's scheme of benevolence
was sadly impaired by providing any inmates at
all. He had not much imagination, but with what
he had he was addicted to the reconstruction of the
Home for Old Men into a kind of 'castle in Spain,’
with himself as castellan, hospitably entertaining
about a score of sleek and prosperous middle-aged
gentlemen, consummately good-humored and civ-
illy willing to pay for their board and lodging. In
this revised project of philanthropy the trustees, to
whom he was indebted for his office and re-
sponsible for his conduct, had not the happiness to
appear. As to them, it was held by the village hu-
morist aforementioned that in their management
of the great charity Providence had thoughtfully
supplied an incentive to thrift. With the inference
which he expected to be drawn from that view we
have nothing to do; it had neither support nor de-
nial from the inmates, who certainly were most
concerned. They lived out their little remnant of
life, crept into graves neatly numbered, and were
succeeded by other old men as like them as could
be desired by the Adversary of Peace. If the Home
was a place of punishment for the sin of unthrift
the veteran offenders sought justice with a persis-

OyaydYd HUIIMMH, CTAPUKAMHU Ja K TOMY XK€ IIOJbMU.
Ko BpemeHH, 0 KOTOPOM ITOBECTBYET 3Ta KOPOTKas
XPOHUKA, WX  HACUYUTHIBAIOCH  TaM HYEIOBEK
IBaALNaTh, HO TO 3700HOMY HpaBy, CBapJINBOCTH
W KpaiHel HeOJIaroJapHOCTH OHH C yCIIEXOM MOTJIH
OBl COMTH 3a LEIyl0 COTHIO; TAaKOrO MHEHHUS, BO
BCAKOM CIIydae, MPUAEP)KUBAJICS CTAPIINK CMOTPHUTENb
"V6exuma" wmwucrep Caitmac Tunbomu. Muctep
Twun6oau Ol yOEKAEH, 9TO, IPUHUMAs CTAPUKOB Ha
MECTO TeX, KOTOpble YAAJNSINCh B HWHOE, JIydllee
yOeXHIe, TMOMEYUTEeNIn CTaBUIM  ce0e  IIeNbIo
WCIBITBIBATh €r0 TEPIECHHE M HapyllaTh €ro IOKOM.
I'oBOps OTKpPOBEHHO, YeM JIOJIblIE MPEOBIBAT MHUCTEP
Tunbogm BO riaBe 3TOTO YUPEKIACHUS, TeM OOJbIIE
CKIIOHSUICS OH K MBICIH, YTO OJIATOTBOPUTEIHHBIN
3aMBICETI OCHOBATEIS BEChMa MPUCKOPOHBEIM 00pa3oM
cTpazan oT Haiamuus B "YOexwume" Npu3peBacMbIX.
Muctep Tunboaum He  MOT IOXBAJINUTHCS OOTaToM
(daHTazmet, HO Ta, YTO y HEro HuMenach, OblIa
moTJIoNmeHa npeodpazoBanneM "YOexuma" B HEKHMA
BO3AYLIHBIA 3aMOK, IIé OH caM B  KauyecTBe
KacTelIsiHa OKa3blBal TOCTENPHUHMCTBO HEOOIBIIOH
KOMITaHUU MEIOTOYMBBIX, COCTOSTEIBHBIX
JDKEHTJIBMEHOB CPEHMX JIET, HACTPOEHHBIX BECHMa
OaroAyIIHO ¥ OXOTHO TOKPBIBAIOIIUX PACXOABI IO
cBOeMy cojiepkanuto. [lomeunrenu, KOTOPBIM MHUCTEP
Tunbomm 6611 00s13aH CBOMM TIOJIOKEHHEM U Iepen
KOTOPBIMH €My TPUXOJWIOCH OTYHTHIBATHECA, HE
UMeTHn CYACTBS ¢urypupoBarthb B 3TOM
WCIPABICHHOM (QHJIAHTPOIHMYECKOM MpoeKkTe. YTo xke
KacaeTcsi caMHX I[IOle4yuTeneil, To, MO0  CcIoBaM
BBITIIEYTIOMSHYTOTO TPIUBHIIIICKOTO OCTpsIKa,
MPOBUJICHNE, TIOCTAaBUBIIEE UX BO TIJIaBe OOJIBIIOTO
OJIarOTBOPUTENBHOTO  TPEANPHUATHSI, TEM  CaMBIM
JApOBAJI0 MM TIOBOJ MPOSIBIISITH CBOIO CKJIOHHOCTP K

COTHH; TaK BO BCSKOM CJIyd4ae CUHUTal TUPEKTO[
npurotra muctep Cainac Tunbonu. Muctep Tunboxar
ObUT HEMOKOJIeONMO yOeXK/IeH, YTO BCSIKUH pa3, KOT/E
KTO-TO W3 oOOuTaTeneil poma mepecensics B HHOM.
Jlyamuit JloM, X COBET IONEUYUTENIEH NpPUHUMAE]
Ha OCBOOOJMBIIEECS MECTO HOBOTO JKMIBIA, ITC
JIeNaeTcsl ¢ HMCKIIOYUTENBbHONW IIeNBI0 MCIBITATh €ro.
JTUPEKTOPCKOE, TEPIEeHHE W HapyIINUTh TyIIEBHBIY
nokoi. Eciau roBopuTh INpaBay, TO Y€M JOJbIIE
muctep Tumbomu cTosm BO TIaBe OOTOYTOJHOTC
3aBeJIEHUSI, TeM TBEpPXKe YKPEIUDUICA B MBICIH, YTC
BoOOIIEe Hamuyue YOOTMX CTapHUKOB B €ro CTEHax

HapyImaeT MepBOHAYATBHBIN 3aMbIcer
OmarotBoputens. BooOpaxkeHne y AaupekTopa ObLIC
Kyllee, HO 1O Mepe CHJII W BO3MOXXHOCTEH OHC

pHCOBAIO €My BMECTO OOTajfelIbHU HEKHWH CKa30YHBI
3aMOK, TJ€ CaM OH, B POJIU CMOTPHUTENA, PaJyLIHC
NPUHUMAET W  pa3BIEKaeT OOraThIX  JIOMICHBIX
JOKEHTJIbMEHOB CpPEJHUX JIET, KOTOPbIE YMEIOT BECTV
M3BICKAHHO OCTPOyMHBIE Oeceqsl M TOTOBBI IIEIPC
MJIATUTH 32 TAHCUOH W CTON. B 3TOM mpeoOpakeHHOM

BapUaAHTE (UITAHTPOITHIECKOM 1791 (217
MOTICYUTETECKAA COBET, KOTOpoMy MmucTep Tumibomr
Obl1  00s3aH CBOMM MECTOM U, €CTECTBEHHO,
moxoTyeTeH, He  (QurypupoBan  BoBce.  MOc

MOTIEYNTENH, KaK YTBEP)KJAJI BCE TOT K€ TOPOJICKO¥
OCTpOyMeIl, TOJYyYHUB B CBOE pACHOPSDKEHHE Tako¥
OoraTelii KyCOK HAYBEH COOCTBEHHOCTH, OBLIE
HE3aWHTEPEeCOBaHbl ero paszba3zapuBaTh U SABISIE
gyneca OepexnuBocTH. Ha 910 TyT Hamex — HeE
HAIIIeTo yMa JIeNI0; CTAapUKH e, OOUTaTeNH MPHIoTa.
KOTOPBIX 3TO MOTJIO 051 KacaThCs
HEIOCPEeICTBEHHO, MOMAaJKUBaIH. AKKYpaTHC
BIIMCAaHHbIE B KHWUTH OOTajeNbHU, OHU IOXHBAIN E
Hel OCTaTOK OTIYHICHHBIX MM JHEH, HCIPABHC
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tence that attested the sincerity of their penitence.
It is to one of these that the reader's attention is
now invited.

In the matter of attire this person was not al-
together engaging. But for this season, which was
midwinter, a careless observer might have looked
upon him as a clever device of the husbandman
indisposed to share the fruits of his toil with the
crows that toil not, neither spin — an error that
might not have been dispelled without longer and
closer observation than he seemed to court; for his
progress up Abersush Street, toward the Home in
the gloom of the winter evening, was not visibly
faster than what might have been expected of a
scarecrow blessed with youth, health, and discon-
tent. The man was indisputably ill-clad, yet not
without a certain fitness and good taste, withal; for
he was obviously an applicant for admittance to
the Home, where poverty was a qualification. In
the army of indigence the uniform is rags; they
serve to distinguish the rank and file from the re-
cruiting officers.

As the old man, entering the gate of the
grounds, shuffled up the broad walk, already
white with the fast-falling snow, which from time
to time he feebly shook from its various coigns of
vantage on his person, he came under inspection
of the large globe lamp that burned always by
night over the great door of the building. As if
unwilling to incur its revealing beams, he turned
to the left and, passing a considerable distance
along the face of the building, rang at a smaller

oepexmBoctr. O BEIBOAAX, KOTOPHIE, ITO €T0 MHEHUIO,
HaIpalIMBAJINCh OTCIOJIa, MBI TOBOPUTH HEe Oymem;
OHM HE TOJATBEPXKIATUCh MW HE ONPOBEPrainch
oburarensmu "YOexuma" — numamu, OECCIOpHO,
Hambonee  3amHTEpecoBaHHBIMU.  [Ipu3peBaembie
JOXUBAIHA 37IeCh OCTAaTOK CBOMX JHEH, HE3aMEeTHO
CXOAWIN B CTPOTO MPOHYMEPOBAHHBIE MOTHIBI, a Ha
CMEHy UM HOABISUINCH JpyTrHe CTapHKH, JO TaKOH
CTETIEHN I[IOXOXXKM€ Ha TMPEeKHUX, 9YTO OOJIBIIEro
CXO/ACTBAa HE MOT OBl MOXKeJTaTh M caM Bpar poja
genoBedeckoro. Ecim "Y0exume" cioyXuino mMecToMm
Kapel 3a HEyMEHHE IKUThb 10 CpEeJCTBaM, TO
mpecTapenbsle  TPEIIHUKH ~ HCKAIH CIPaBEeIUBOTO
BO3ME3IUS 3a OTOT TIpex ¢ HaCTOHYHMBOCTHIO,
CBHUIETEIHCTBOBABIIECH 00 HNCKPEHHOCTH nux
packagHus. OJHUM U3 TaKUX TPEIIHUKOB MBI H
HaMEpEeHBI Teleph 3aNHTEPECOBATh HAIIIETO YNTATENS.

Uro xacaeTcs 0J1€XK/Ibl, TO YEJIIOBEK 3TOT BBITIISACT
MajonpusiekaTensHo.  He Oyap 3uMHero BpeMmeHH,
MOBEPXHOCTHBIN HaO0aTeNlb MOT OBl HPUHATH €r0
3a XHUTPOYMHOE W300peTeHHe 3eMJIeTalla, HE
PacIoNOKEHHOTO JEeMUTh IUIOABI CBOMX TPYIOB C
BOPOHAMH, KOM HE TPYAATCS, HE NPATYT, M YCTPAHUTH
3T0  3a0mykaeHne moMor Obl  ToimpKO  Oojee
MPHUCTANBHBIN B3MILL (HA YTO HE MPUXOIMIOCH
pPacCUHMTHIBATE), N0O YEMOBEK ATOT Il B 3UMHHUX
cyMmepkax Kk "VYoexumy" mo Dbepcam-cTpuT He
OpIcTpee, 9eM 3TO MOXHO OBIIO OBl O0XHAATH OT
OTOpOJIHOTO ITyraja, Jaxe OOpEeTIIEeTo BAPYT IOHOCTb,
3/I0pOBBE M OecTOKOIHBIN xapaktep. Oper oH Obl,
BHE BCSKOTO COMHEHHs, IIOXO, U BMECTE€ C TEM B
€ro OJEXKIe YyBCTBOBAJIOCH H3AIIECTBO U BKYC; IO
BceMy  ObUIO  BHAHO, YTO 3TO  IPOCHUTENb,
PacCUMTHIBAIONIMI MOMYyYUTh MecTo B "YOexumie",
KyJa TOJIbKO OeTHOCTh M OTKpBIBaja jopory. B apmun

CXOAWIHN OJIMH 32 IPYI'MM B MOTWIY, U Ha HX MECTC
MOCTYyTaMu JPyTHe CTapUKH, Ha PajoCTh Bpara pojc
YEJI0BEUECKOT0 HUYEM HE OTJIMYaBIIMECA O1
MpeIIIecTBeHHUKOB. Ecin XM3Hbp B IpHIOTE OBLIE
pacmiaToi 3a rpex pacTOYUTENbCTBA, TO YHOPCTBO, C
KakuM  pBajuCh TyAa  CTapble TPELTHHKH,
CBUAETEIHCTBOBAJIO O ITyOnHE nX packasaug. OgHorc
W3 TaKUX KaOMUXCA MBI ¥ XOTHM HpPEICTaBHUTE
BHUMAaHUIO YNUTATENS.

VY Tex, KTO pyKOBOJACTBYETCS NMPABUIOM BCTpEUaTE
M0 OJEXJe, HAIIETO Tepos BPSJ JIH KJIaJ CepIeUHBIV
npueM. byne ceifuac He pasrap 3uUMBI, a JF000¢€
Jpyroe BpeMs Troja, paBHOAYINHBIM IPOXOXKUN IIpPE
BHJE €ro BCIHOMHHJI OBl O XHUTPOYMHBIX YJIOBKaX
(depMepoB, HE  JKENAOIUX  JIEIUTHCA  IUIOAAME
TPYJOB CBOMX C NTHIAMU HEOECHBIMH, KOTOPBIE HE
CEI0T W HE TAaIlyT, — U BCIIOMHWJI OBl COBCEM HE ¥
MECTy, HO 3a0ImyXJeHHE MOT paccesTb JIUIIE
MPHUCTANbHBIN, BHUMATENbHBIA B3IV, Kakoro Hall
repoil Bpoze OBl M HE 3acCHyXHUBAJI: OH M BIPABIY
KOBBUISIT B CyMepKax 3MMHErO Beuepa K TPHUIOTY
JUIA  TpecTapenslx ¢ OBICTPOTOM  MOJIOJOTO.
30POBOrO0 M HEYTOMOHHOI'O OTOPOJHOrO IIyrana
[InaThe ero COBEPIIEHHO UCTPENANIOCh, OQHAKO B ITHX
JIOXMOTBSAX OBLIa CBOS YMECTHOCTP M COOTBETCTBHE
mend, u00 HECOMHEHHO Iepes HaMH ObUT IPOCHUTENb,
KOKIYIIMH TPUIOTAa B AOME AN IPECTapembIX, TJIE
HEIPEMEHHBIM yCIIOBHEM IpHeMa MOYUTAETCS HUIIETa
B apmum Humunx ¢opma — crapoe pBaHbe, IO HEMY
OTIMYAIOT PAJOBBIX OT BEPOOBIIMKOB.

Crapuk Bomesn B BOpOTa OOTaJleNbHN U IOIUIENCS
[0 IIUPOKOW ajuiee, OO OT TYCTO Ianaromerc
CHera; BpeMs OT BPEMEHH OH CIa0bIM JIBHKEHHEM
CTpSAXHBAJ €0 C ce0s, KOT/la CKaIlJINBaJIOCh CIUIIKON.
MHOT'0; BOT OH BCTYNMJI B CBET OOJBIIOTO KPYIJIOTC
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door emitting a dimmer ray that came from
within, through the fanlight, and expended itself
incuriously overhead. The door was opened by no
less a personage than the great Mr. Tilbody him-
self. Observing his visitor, who at once uncovered,
and somewhat shortened the radius of the perma-
nent curvature of his back, the great man gave
visible token of neither surprise nor displeasure.
Mr. Tilbody was, indeed, in an uncommonly good
humor, a phenomenon ascribable doubtless to the
cheerful influence of the season; for this was
Christmas Eve, and the morrow would be that
blessed 365th part of the year that all Christian
souls set apart for mighty feats of goodness and
joy. Mr. Tilbody was so full of the spirit of the
season that his fat face and pale blue eyes, whose
ineffectual fire served to distinguish it from an
untimely summer squash, effused so genial a glow
that it seemed a pity that he could not have lain
down in it, basking in the consciousness of his
own identity. He was hatted, booted, overcoated,
and umbrellaed, as became a person who was
about to expose himself to the night and the storm
on an errand of charity; for Mr. Tilbody had just
parted from his wife and children to go 'down
town' and purchase the wherewithal to confirm the
annual falsehood about the hunch-bellied saint
who frequents the chimneys to reward little boys
and girls who are good, and especially truthful. So
he did not invite the old man in, but saluted him
cheerily:

“Hello! just in time; a moment later and you

HUNIUX MYHJIUPOM CIIy>)KaT JIOXMOTbS: OHU U  €CTb
3HAKM  pPA3IMuUs MEXIYy PSAIOBBIM COCTaBOM H
oQuIepcTBOM, BepOyIOmUM HOBOOPAHIICB.

Crapuk BolIell B BOPOTA, 3aKOBBUISI 10 IMIMPOKOI
JOpPOXKe, y)Xe ToOeneBIIe OT TyCTOro CHera, M,
BpeMsi OT BPEMEHU CTpSIXHBas ApPOXKALEH PYKOH
CHEXXHBIE XJIOMbS, 3a0MpaBIINecs B KAKIYIO CKIAAKY
€ro IUIaThs, HAKOHEIl TMpeACTa] Tepesx OOJBIINM
KpyTJeIM  (OHApeM, KOTOpBIM Tropen Mo Ho4YaM y
TJIaBHOTO BXoja B 37aHWe. CIOBHO XeJyas CKPBITHCS
OT 3THX O0€3XKAJIOCTHBIX JIyded, OH CBEPHYJI BJIEBO
W, TPOWAA MOBOJBHO OOJIBIIOE pACCTOSHHE BAONb
¢acana, HO3BOHUN Yy ropaszo MEHEe
BHYLIUTEJIILHOM [JBEpPU, TINE€ CBET TOPEN TOJIBKO B
HNOJIYKpYTJIOM OKHE HaJ BXOAOM H PaBHOAYIIHO
pacceuBaincsi BbIIIE YPOBHsS 4YEJIOBEUECKOIO PpOCTA.
JIBepb OTKpbUI HE KTO HMHOW, KaK BEJIUYECTBEHHBIN
muctep Tumbomu. VYBUIEB MOCETHTENS, KOTOPBIHA
cpa3y k€ OOHaXWJI TOJIOBY M HECKOJBKO YMEHBIIII
paanyc cBoel pa3 W HaBceria COTOSHHOM CIMHBIL, 3Ta

BaXXKHasg o0coba HE BHEIpa3WwiIa HU YyAWBICHUSA, HH
nocanbl. Muctep Tumbomm OpI1 B HEOOBIYHO
XOpOIIIEM pACIOJOXKEHUU JyXa, YTO  CJIEeI0BaJO

MpUNKCATh OJArOTBOPHOMY BIMSHHIO BPEMEHH TOAa:
nb0 IMOJOIIeNT COYENbHUK, M 3aBTpa JAOJDKHA ObLIa

HAaCTYNUTh Ta ONarocjioBeHHas, OJHA TPHUCTA
IIECThJECHT IATasi 4acTh I0jJa, KOTOPYIO BCe JOOpbIe
XpUCTHAaHE  BCTPEYAOT  BEIUKMMHM  HOABUTAMHU

O6marodectuss u ymkoBaHueM. Mucrep TunbGoxn Obur
MPENCIIONHEH YyBCTBAMH, MPMIINYECTBYIOLIMH TaKOH
1mope rojia, ¥ ero MACHCTOE JMIO W Oeyiechle Iiiasa,
ci1abblit OJeCK KOTOPBIX TOJBKO M IIOMOTAJ OTJINYHTH
9Ty (HU3MOHOMHIO OT Tepe3penoil  THIKBBL,  Tak
paccHsIMCh  Ha 3TOT pa3, 4To Mucrtepy Tumbonwm,
MpaBo, HE Memano OBl TOHEXKHThCA B JIydax,

(doHaps, KOTOPBIH Bceraga TOpPENl HOYBI0 B BBICOKOM
neHTpaibHOM — moprane. CIOBHO CTOPOHACH €rc
OecromaAHbIX JTy4Yel, CTapuK CBEPHYJI BIEBO W
MPOWIS TOBOJBHO OONBIIOE  PACCTOSHHUE  BIOIE
dacama, TO3BOHMI y  JBEPH  TOHIKE  (
BEEpOOOpa3HBIM OKHOM HaBepXy, Yepe3 KOTOPOE
COUYWICA  M3HYTPH  TYCKJIbIM O€3pa3iuYHBIA CBET
JlBepb OTKpBUI caMm BceMmorymiuii mucrep Twmibomu
YBHUIIEB MOCETUTENs, KOTOPBIA TOTYAC OOHAXKWI
TOJIOBY W €IIe HUXE COTHYI CBOIO W 0€3  Torc
CropOJieHHYI0 CIOWHY, BIAacCTHTEIbHAsT ocoba He¢
BBEIpa3wia HA MAJCHINIUX TPU3HAKOB yAWBIICHUS WK
nocanel. [lemo B ToMm, urto wmwmcrep Tuinbonmr
HaxOJWJICS B HE CBOWCTBEHHOM €My IPEBOCXOIHON
PacIoNIOKEHUH Iyxa, 970, HECOMHEHHO.,
OOBSACHSIIOCh TPUONIKEHHEM CBETIIOTO Ipa3gHUKa.
n6o ObuT KaHyH PoxaecTBa, Korma qoOpBIe XPUCTHAHE
COBEPIIAIOT MOJABUTH OECKOPBHICTHOTO MHJIOCEPAHS ¥
BecemsaTca. COOTBETCTBEHHO Aymia Muctepa Tunboar
OBLJIa TIPEUCIOoIHEeHa OIaroCcThi0, €ro TOJCTOE JIUIO ¥
KpoleyHble Oexyio-roayOple TJIa3K, Omaromaps
KOTOPBIM TOJIBKO W MOXHO OBUIO MOTamaThCsl, YTC
9TO JMIO, a He Tepe3penas THIKBA, CHUIE
HaWBHBIM JIOBOIBCTBOM — TaK, KaXXETCs, W JIET OBI ¥
HEXXWJICS B Jlydax YyMOEHHUs coOcTBeHHOW ocoboif. He
HeM OBUIH IIIATA, CAllOTH, 3WMHEE IalbTO, B PYyKax
30HT, KaK W IPWINYECTBYET HYEIIOBEKY, KOTOPBIY
MPUTOTOBWIICS OKYHYTHCSI B HOYHOW MpaK ¥ METEIE
pagy CBEpIICHUS JACSHWA YEIOBEKONIOOWS: MUCTE[
Tunboan TONBKO YTO MOMPOIIAICS C KEHOH U NeTHME
u cobpasics uaTu B "HeHTp", 1a0bl KyIUTh TaM BCE
HEe0oOXoaMMOe IS TOJACpXKAHUS BpPaHBI O IIy3aTOM
CBATOM, KOTOPBIA SIKOOBI TIPHIETAET EXETOMHO (
mojapkamMu 4epe3 TpyOy K IMOCIYIIHBIM, a TJIABHOE -
HUKOTHa He  BpymuM xaersM. [loatomMy oOH He¢
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would have missed me. Come, I have no time to
waste; we'll walk a little way together.”

“Thank you,” said the old man, upon whose
thin and white but not ignoble face the light from
the open door showed an expression that was per-
haps disappointment; “but if the trustees — if my
application —

“The trustees,” Mr. Tilbody said, closing more
doors than one, and cutting off two kinds of light,
“have agreed that your application disagrees with
them.”

Certain sentiments are inappropriate to
Christmastide, but Humor, like Death, has all sea-
sons for his own.

“Oh, my God!” cried the old man, in so thin
and husky a tone that the invocation was anything
but impressive, and to at least one of his two audi-
tors sounded, indeed, somewhat ludicrous. To the
Other — but that is a matter which laymen are de-
void of the light to expound.

“Yes,” continued Mr. Tilbody, accommodat-
ing his gait to that of his companion, who was
mechanically, and not very successfully, retracing
the track that he had made through the snow;
“they have decided that, under the circumstances —
under the very peculiar circumstances, you under-
stand — it would be inexpedient to admit you. As
superintendent and ex officio secretary of the hon-
orable board” — as Mr. Tilbody 'read his title clear'
the magnitude of the big building, seen through its
veil of falling snow, appeared to suffer somewhat
in comparison — “it is my duty to inform you that,

MCXOAMBIINX OT €ro COOCTBEHHOH nepcoHsl. OH ObUT B
IIATIE, B BRICOKHUX CAaIorax, B MajJbTO W IPHU 30HTHKE,
KaK ¥ o700ao 4eIoBeKy, IPUTOTOBUBIIEMYCS BBINTH
B HOYhP M HEIOTOoAy IO J[OOJTY MHJIOCepAus; HOO
muctep TwibGoau, MUHYTY Ha3zaJ TOKHHYBIIHH JKEHY
u nereil, coOpancs B ropoj, HaMEepeBascCh 3aKyIHUTh
BCE TO, YTO MOJKPEIUIAET €XEroJHyl0 JIOXKb O
My3aTEHBKOM CBSATOM, KOTOPBIH 3a0mpaeTcs B
KaMHHHBIE  TPYOBI, YTOOBI BO3HArpajuTh OTMEHHO
OJarOHPaBHBIX W, TJ1aBHOE, MPABAUBBIX MaJbYHKOB H
neBouek. [1o3ToMy OH He IMpPHIJIACKII CTapUKa BOWTH B
JIOM, XOTS TO3J0POBAJICA C HUM IPHBETIHBO.

— 3papacre, 3apacte! BoBpems sBwimcs! Eme
MUHYTa, U BBl MEHS He 3actainu Obl. S cmemry,
noiieMre, — poilieM HEMHOI'O BMECTE.

— brmaromapro Bac, — OTBETHJI CTapHK, M CBET,
MAJaBIINN U3 OTKPHITOH JABEepH, OOHAPYXHJI Ha €ro
XyJIoM, OJlegHOM, HO OTHIOAb  HE  JIMIIEHHOM
6maropojacTaa JUIle  YTO-TO  IIOXOXKee  Ha
pa3ouapoBaHHE,- HO €CIU MOMEYUTETH... €CIU MOe
MPOIICHHUE. ..

— Ilomeunmrenu, — ckasan wmcrep Tunboxnw,
3axXJIONHYB Iepel HHUM JBepb M B NPSMOM U B
MIEPEHOCHOM CMBICIIE M JIMIINB BMECTE CO CBETOM W
my4a HAACKIBI, — ¢ ofmero coriacus He
COTJIACHJIMCH IPUHATH Bac.

EcTp gyBcTBa, KOTOpBIE HE MM0100AET MPOSABIATH B
POXKIAECTBEHCKHE JHHU, HO IOMOp, PaBHO KaK U CMEPTh,
HE CUMTAETCA CO BpEMEHEM Toa.

— O ©Ooxe Moif! — BOCKIMKHYJ CTapUK TaKUM
CIabbIM M CHIIIBIM TOJOCOM, YTO BO3TJac 3TOT
MpO3ByYad OTHIOJAb HE BBIPA3UTENBHO M ITOKA3aJCH
COBEPIIEHHO HEYMECTHBIM, 10 KpaliHEel Mepe, OJHOMY
U3 TeX, KTO CJBIIAN €ro. JJpyroMy ke... HO pa3Be HaM,
MUPSIHAM, JaHO YTO-HUOYAb 3HATh 00 3TOM!

OpUrIacun  cTapuka BOUTH, a
O3J0POBAJICS C HUM y IOpOra:

— JloOpsrit  Beuep, moOpeni Beuep! Kak pa:
BOBpEMs — €Ille MHUHYTa, W BBl OBl MEHS HE 3aCTald
4 oueHs crnenty, IPORAEMTECH HEMHOTO BMECTE.

KU3HEPATOCTHC

— Cmnacuo6o, OTBETWJI CTapuK; B CBETE.
MaJafomeM M3 OTBOPEHHOW IBEpH, OBLIO BUAHO, UTC
Ha ero  OmemgHoOM,  XyAOM, HO  JIOBOJBHC
61aropogHOM JUIE  BBIPA3WIOCH  HEKOTOPOE

pa3ouapoBanue. — CKaXuTe, a YTO IONEYUTEIHCKUT
COBET... 9TO MOsI Ipocrba?

— IloneuuTtenbckuid COBET, — MPOU3HEC MHUCTE[
TwunGoau, 3aKpeIBast ABEPH B IOM U B CBOIO JYIIY, Tak
9TO cpa3dy MOMEpK CBET POXKIECTBEHCKOTC
071arOBOJIEHUS, — MOMEYUTEIbCKUI COBET CKIOHHUIICS
K MHEHHIO, 9YTO Bally  MNpock0y  HaJIEKH]
OTKJIOHHTb.

Ectpb uyBCTBa, ISl POKIECTBEHCKUX JHEH HUKAK
HE TPUINYECTBYIONINE, HO UPOHMS, T0OJOOHO CMEPTH.
He pa30upaeT MpUIHYIH.

— boxe wwmiocepaHbiil! — BO33BaI  CTapuE
CI1a0BIM, HaJATPECHYTHIM u COBCEV.
HEBBIPA3UTEJIBHBIM TOJOCOM, TaK 4YTO U3 JABOUX,
CJBILIABIINX €ro, MO KpaiHell Mepe OJMH Ccuell 3TO1
BO3IJ1ac IPOCTO HEYMECTHBIM, HY, a [Ipyroi — HO Ty1
HE HaM, IPOCTBIM CMEPTHBIM, CyIUTh.

— Ja, — mpomomxan wmucrep Tunboam.
MPUHOPABIMBAs CBOW IIar K TIIOXOJAKE CIyTHHKA.
KOTOpPBIH ~ MAaIIMHANBHO  CTapajcsi  HATH  TIC
COOCTBEHHOMY ClI€y, HO TO U JI€J0 OCTYIajucs, -
COBET pemn, 9TO pu CIIOKMBILIUXCS
00CTOATENBCTBAX — BEChbMa W BEChMa HEOOBIYHBIX,
BBl CaMH JTO TIOHHUMaeTe, — MPHUHATH Bac OBIJIC
061 HeneinecooOpa3sHo. Mol goiar Kak IUPEKTOp:E
MPUIOTA JJIS TpecTapesbix W cekperaps ex officio*
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form you that, in the words of Deacon Byram, the
chairman, your presence in the Home would —
under the circumstances — be peculiarly embar-
rassing. I felt it my duty to submit to the honor-
able board the statement that you made to me yes-
terday of your needs, your physical condition, and
the trials which it has pleased Providence to send
upon you in your very proper effort to present
your claims in person; but, after careful, and I may
say prayerful, consideration of your case — with
something too, I trust, of the large charitableness
appropriate to the season — it was decided that we
would not be justified in doing anything likely to
impair the usefulness of the institution intrusted
(under Providence) to our care.”

They had now passed out of the grounds; the
street lamp opposite the gate was dimly visible
through the snow. Already the old man's former
track was obliterated, and he seemed uncertain as
to which way he should go. Mr. Tilbody had
drawn a little away from him, but paused and
turned half toward him, apparently reluctant to
forego the continuing opportunity.

“Under the circumstances,” he resumed, “the
decision —*

But the old man was inaccessible to the sua-
sion of his verbosity; he had crossed the street into
a vacant lot and was going forward, rather devi-
ously toward nowhere in particular — which, he
having nowhere in particular to go to, was not so
reasonless a proceeding as it looked.

And that is how it happened that the next

— Ha, — mnpopomxan
MPUHOPABIMBASACH K IIOXOJKE CBOETO CITyTHHKa,
KOTOpBIH MamMHAaIBbHO H 0e3 ocoboro ycmexa
CTapaicid HWATH 1O  CleJaM, UM K€  CaMHM
MPOJIOKEHHBIM B CHETY, — NMPUHUMas BO BHUMaHHE
HEKOTOpBIE OOCTOSATENHCTBA, BEChbMa HEOOBIYHBIE
o0CTOATENbCTBA,  HAAEIOCh, BBl  ITOHHMAETe...
MOTIEYUTENN pELIMIN, YTO NPUHATH Bac BPAI  JIH
Oyner ymobHo. byayum crapmmuM cMmoTpuTeneM
"V6exuma" u 3aHUMas TakXKe JOJDKHOCTh CEKpeTaps
MOYTEHHOTO COBETa MOIMEYHUTeNeil, — KOorja MHCTep
Twi6oau TOTHBIM TOJNOCOM MPOBO3MJIACKI  3TOT
TUTYJ, JOM, BUJHEBIIHUIICS CKBO3b IIEJIEHY CHETa,
CJIOBHO YTpaTHWJ 4YacTb CBOETO BEIMYHUS, I CUHUTAIO
ceds 00s13aHHBIM MOBTOPHTH BaM cloBa
mpejcenaTenss CcoBeTa, ero mpernoxobus baiipama, a
OH CKa3aJ, 4YTO TMpPH MJAaHHBIX  OOCTOSTEIhCTBAaX
npebOpiBanne Baie B "YOexkwuie" B BBICHICH CTEICHH
HEe)XXelaTeapHOo. S| moden CBOMM JOJTOM MNepenaTh
MOYTEHHEHWIIEMY COBETY IONEYUTENIed TO, 4YTO BBHI
coodupuIn MHE BUYepa O CBOEW HyX7e, OOIE3HH U O
Te€X WCHBITAHUAX, KOTOpPblE IPOBHUAEHHUIO YTOMHO
OBLTO HHUCTIOCNIATh BaM, KOT/Ia BBI, KaK 3TO U CJIE0BAJIO
OXKHAAaTh, HAMEPEBAINCh WH3JIOKUTH CBOIO TPOCHOY
CaMOJIMYHO; OJHAKO J>K€ IOoClie THIATeIbHOro H, S
Ob cKa3ay, OJIarOYecTHBOTO PACCMOTPEHHS BaIIero
Jena — YeMy CHOCOOCTBOB&JIO TakXe  YyBCTBO
MUJIOCEPNs], TPUINYECTBYIONEe KaHYHY MNpa3gHHKa,
— OBIIO pemIeHo, YTO MBI HE BIIpaBe BBI3BATH XOTS OBI
Majeliiee COMHEHHe B Ioje3Hoctn "YOexwuma',
KOTOpoe MHJIOCTBIO OOXHEH BBEPEHO HAIIUM
3aboTam.

K aromy BpemeHH OHM BBIIIUIK HA yIUILY; GoHApH
Yy BOPOT ele BHUJAHENCS CKBO3b IaJAIOUINi CHET.
Crenpl, MPOTONTAHHBIE CTAPUKOM, YK€ 3aHECIO0, U OH

MUCTEP Tun6oam,

BBICOKOYTHMOTO COBETa (OT TIEPEYHCICHHUS CTOJIE
BHYIINUTEJIbHBIX TUTYJIOB OOJBINOE 3/IaHUE 33 MEIeHOV
KPYTAILIETOCS CHEra CIIOBHO OBl YMEHBIIMWIOCH
pa3mepax), Tak BOT, MOW JOJNT yKa3aTh BaM, 4TO, Kak
BBIpa3wics IpeaceaaTesib coBeTa JbAKOH bailpam,
Balle NMPUCYTCTBHE B JOME I TIPecTapenbiX E
JAHHBIX 0OCTOSTENbCTBAX NMPHUBENO OBl K OombmION
HENOBKOCTH. Sl cdYel CBOMM JOJTOM COOOIIWTE
BBICOKOYTHMOMY COBETY BCE, YTO BBl PaccKazajll MHE
HaKaHyHe 0 BalllIX  3aTPYyAHHUTEIHHBIX
00CTOATENBCTBAX, O MOMATHYBIIEMCS 3/I0POBBE, C
TPYJHOCTSIX, KOTOpble BaMm, o Bosie llpoBuumenus,
MPHUIUIOCH MPEOAONETh, UYTOOBI W3JOXHUTH  Bally
Mpocs0y IWYHO, YTO, Pa3yMeercsi, MOXKHO TOJBKC
0JI00pHUTh, HO IIOCHE THIATeNbHEHIero, s Obl Jaxe
cKazaj 0JaroroBeHOTPENETHOTO €€ PACCMOTPEHHS E
Iyxe MuWiIocepansd, K KoeMy TMOoOyXIaeT Hac
HacTylnamouuil BeJUKUN npa3iHuK PoxnecTsa, coBel

MpHIIeNT K BBIBOAY, UYTO OBIIO OBl HEMPaBHIBHC
HaHEeCTH ypoH  OOroyromHoMy  3aBEICHHIO,
BBEPEHHOMY BOJEH IIpoBunenus HalleMy
MOTIEYNTETILCTRY.

Onm BBIIUIM W3 BOpOT; (QoHAph caabo CBETHJ
CKBO3b 3aBECYy CHEXHBIX XJOmbeB. Cleasl CTapuke
3aMesno, ¥ OH 3aMeJUIMJI IIar, CIOBHO He 3Has, Kyae
uatn.  Muctep Tunboam yke 3HAYMUTENBHO €IC
00OTHaJI, OTHAKO OCTAHOBWJICS W OOEpPHYJICHA, SBHC
JKeJas McuepraTh IpeaMeT pasroBopa.

— Tak dYro B MAaHHBIX OOCTOATENHCTBAX, -
MPOAOJIKAT OH CBOIO THUpPaTy, — PEIICHHE COBETA...

Ho crapuk Obm1  yX€  HEHOCTYNIEH  €rc¢
BEJIEPEUUBOMY IIyCTOCIOBUIO; OH IIepelleNl 4depe:
YIHLy W, MEeTJIAA, MOoOpen MO IMyCTHIPI0 KyZJa IJIa3e
TJIAJAT, a TOCKONBKY HJITH €My OBUIO PeImINTEeIbHC
HEKy/Ja, B TakOM €ro TOBEACHHHU Jlake ObLIa CBOS
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morning, when the church bells of all Grayville
were ringing with an added unction appropriate to
the day, the sturdy little son of Deacon Byram,
breaking a way through the snow to the place of
worship, struck his foot against the body of
Amasa Abersush, philanthropist.

3aMeUIni IIar, BUANMO He 3Has, KyAa HATH. Mucrep
TwnbGoau mpomen HEMHOTO BIEpel W OTJSHYJCH,
HEOXOTHO pAacCTaBasiCh C IPEACTABUBLICHCS eMy
BO3MOKHOCTBIO TTOTOBOPHUTE. — Ilpunumas Bo
BHHMAaHHE HEKOTOPHIE OOCTOATEIHCTBA, — IOBTOPWUII
OH, — PEIIEHHUE...

Ho wmucrep Tunboam BTyHe pacTodan cBoe
KpacHOpeUHne; CTApUK yXKe€ IIepPEeceK YIHILy, CBEpHYI K
MTyCTHIPIO ¥ HETBEPABIMH IIATaM{ OTIPABUIICS TIPSAMO
KyJa TJla3a IJIAOAT, a Tak Kak UATH eMy, COOCTBEHHO
roBops, OBLIO HEKyAa, TO MOCTYNOK 3TOT HE OBLI
TakKUM yX O€CCMBICICHHBIM, Kak 3TO MOIJIO
MTOKa3aThCs Ha TIEPBHII B3IIIA.

U BoT mouemy Ha cienyromniee yTpo, Korjaa pajau

TAaKOro JHSA KOJIOKOJA BO BceM ['paiiBuiuie
Ha3BaHUBAIU 0COOEHHO PBSHO, MaJIEHbKHU
KpacHOIIEKH CBIHOK ero mnpemofobust baiipama,

npobupaBmmiics Mo cyrpobdam K aoMy Ojarodectws,
CHOTKHYJICA O TpYyNm TpiIiBIWIIIICKOr0 (QuiaHTpomna
Awmoca D06epcara.

JIOTHKA.
Bor kak ciy4unaoch, YTO YTPOM CJEAYIOIIErC
IHA, KOIZJa TPEeUBWILIBCKUE KOJIOKOJIA 3aJMBAJIUCE

0COOEHHO BECEIO M 3BOHKO B UYECTb BEJIMKOIC
npa3gHuka PoxxecTBa, KpeneHbKUN MaJlbuyraH Jiel
BOCHMH, ChIH JbiKOHa baiipama, mpokianbiBas ce0Oe E
riryOOKOM CHEry MyThb K IepKBH, CHOTKHYyJCA o€
OKOYCHEBIIHH Tpyn Amaspl  AOGepcarma,
OIaroTBOPHUTES.

* [1o dondicnocmu, no NOA0dACEHUIO (Tam.).




