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D. ADAMS

THE HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY
(excerpt)

“Howl howl gargle howl gargle howl howl howl
gargle howl gargle howl howl gargle gargle howl
gargle gargle gargle howl slurrp uuuurgh should
have a good time. Message repeats. This is your
captain speaking, so stop whatever you’re doing and
pay attention. First of all I see from our instruments
that we have a couple of hitchhikers aboard. Hello
wherever you are. I just want to make it totally clear
that you are not at all welcome. I worked hard to get
where I am today, and I didn’t become captain of a
Vogon constructor ship simply so I could turn it into
a taxi service for a load of degenerate freeloaders. I
have sent out a search party, and as soon that they
find you I will put you off the ship. If you’re very
lucky I might read you some of my poetry first.”

“Secondly, we are about to jump into hyperspace
for the journey to Barnard’s Star. On arrival we will
stay in dock for a seventy-two hour refit, and no
one’s to leave the ship during that time. I repeat, all
planet leave is cancelled. I’ve just had an unhappy
love affair, so I don’t see why anybody else should
have a good time. Message ends.”

The noise stopped.

Arthur discovered to his embarrassment that he

I AAMC
IYTEBOJUTEJIb XUTY-XAKEPA
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— Ppp — ray ray ray raru rarn Oypnb ray ray ray
ppp rari OyppJib Tari rari rari ppp rarit ppp Oyppib
PPP PpPp p ray ray yyyppx paseiekatbcs. [loBTopsiro:
l'oBopuT KammTaH, TaKk YTO OTCTaBUTHh BCE W CTOSTH
CMUpHO. Bo-nepBbIX: mpuOOpHI MOKa3bIBAOT, YTO HA
O0opty napa nomyTHHUKOB. [IpuBer, ryie Obl BBl TaM HH
O0putn. Xody, YTOOBI BBl cpa3y MOHSJIM: BaM 37€Ch
CoBceM He pajasl. MHE CTOmI0 OOJBIIOT0 TpyAa
MoNyuynuTh 4YHMH KanutaHa CrpourtenbHoro @dnora
BoreHos, 1 s €ro morydns COBCEM He ISl TOTO, YTOOBI
MpeBpamarh Kopadib B TaKCH IS BCAKHX HHUIINX
BBIPOJIKOB. Sl TpHKa3ay Bac pa3bICKaTh, U, KaK TOJBKO
Bac HAWAYT, s BBHIMBLIPHY Bac ¢ KopaoOus. Eciau Bam
OUYEeHb TOBE3ET, 5, MOXKET OBITh, TIOYNTAI0 BaM CBOH
CTHXH.

Bo-BTOpBIX: KOpaOiIbh TOTOBUTCS K THUIIEPIICPEXOTY
K 3Be3ne bapuapna. [To mpubsiTiu crostaka 72 gaca. C
KopaOust He cxoauTh. [1oBTOpSIIO, BCE YBOJILHUTENBHBIE
oTMeHstoTes. S mopyrancs ¢ noapyrou. Ilouemy kro-
TO TaM JOJDKEH pa3Biekarbes? Konetr.

I'poxoT KoHuMIICS.

ApTyp B 3aMeIIaTeNLCTBE OOHAPYKWUII, YTO JICKUT
Ha TOJTy, CBEPHYBIINCH KIyOKOM M OOXBATHUB TOJIOBY
pykamu. OH ci1a00 YIBIOHYJICS.

—Kak on mwi, — niporoBopui oH. — XKanb, uto y
MeHsl HeT nouepw. S Obl eil 3ampeTws BBIXOAUTH 3a

. AJAMC
ITYTEBOJAUWTEJIb BOJIBHOI'O
INYTEIECTBEHHHUKA T10 TAJTAKTUKE
(ompwl8oK)
Ilepesoo C. Ileuxkuna

—By-y By-y rppbu By-y rpp66m By-y By-y By-y
rpp601 By-y rpp061 By-y By-y TppOOI rpp60a By-y
rpp06a rpp66a rppOOn By-y Ossmmc Xp-p-pp Bece-
nutkesi. [loBropsito. ['oBOpHUT Baml KamurtaH, IO3TOMY
IIpEKpaTUTE BCE Jejla U ciyllaiite. Bo-mepBbix, 1o
npudopam s BIXKY, 94TO y Hac Ha OOPTy mapodka mac-
caxxupoB. [lpuBercTBYyr0 Bac, rae Obl Bbl HH ObUIH.
Xouy, 4TOOBI BaM CTajo aOCOJIIOTHO SICHO, YTO Bam
3mech He pajapl. 1 monro Tpyawics IS TOTO, Y9TOOBI
MomacTb TyHda, TOe celyac HaxoXKyCb, M S CTal
KallATAaHOM  BOTOHCKOTO  JIOPO’KHO-CTPOUTEIHHOTO
KOpalJIs He 3aTeM, YTOOBI IPEBPATUTH €T0 B TAKCH IS
JIETeHepaToOB, KOTOpBIE TacKaroTcs 0e3 nmena Tyna-
cioaa. S BeICIall OTPAJ] Ha MOKMCKH, M KaK TOJIBKO OHH
HaliIyT Bac, s BBIOpomy Bac ¢ KopaOmsa. Ecmm Bam
OYEHBb TIOBE3ET, MOXKET OBITh, IEper TEM S MOYHUTAIO
BaM HEMHOI'O CBOMX CTHXOB. BO-BTOpBIX, MBI
TOTOBUMCS K MPBDKKY B THIEPIPOCTPAHCTBO K 3BE3C
bapraapma. Ilo mpuOBITHH MBI BCTaHEM B JOK IS
peMoHTa Ha 72 4Yaca, W B 3TO BpeMs HHKTO HE
nokugaer kopabnb. [loBTOpstO, BCe YBOJBHEHHS Ha
IUIAaHETY OTMEHSIIOTCSA. Y MEHS ObUT HEeyIadHBINA
pOMaH, M S HE CYHTAI0, YTO KTO-TO APYTOH TOJDKEH
BecenuThbes. Koner coobuienust.

3aBbIBaHUS M OyJTBKaHbS CMOJIKIIH.

ApPTYyp K CBOEMY HEYIOBOJBCTBHUIO OOHAPYIKHII,
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was lying curled up in a small ball on the floor with
his arms wrapped round his head. He smiled weakly.

“Charming man,” he said. “I wish I had a
daughter so I could forbid her to marry one...”

“You wouldn’t need to,” said Ford. “They’ve got
as much sex appeal as a road accident. No, don’t
move,” he added as Arthur began to uncurl himself,
“you’d better be prepared for the jump into
hyperspace. It’s unpleasantly like being drunk.”

“What’s so unpleasant about being drunk?”

“You ask a glass of water.”

Arthur thought about this.

“Ford,” he said.

“Yeah?”

“What’s this fish doing in my ear?”

“It’s translating for you. It’s a Babel fish. Look it
up in the book if you like.”

He tossed over The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy and then curled himself up into a foetal ball
to prepare himself for the jump.

At that moment the bottom fell out of Arthur’s
mind.

His eyes turned inside out. His feet began to leak
out of the top of his head.

The room folded flat about him, spun around,
shifted out of existence and left him sliding into his
own navel.

They were passing through hyperspace.

“The Babel fish,” said The Hitchhiker’s Guide to
the Galaxy quietly, “is small, yellow and leech-like,
and probably the oddest thing in the Universe. It
feeds on brainwave energy not from its carrier but
from those around it. It absorbs all unconscious

HEro 3aMyX.

— 51 mymaro, oHa cama Ob1 cooOpazmna. C moboi
TOYKH 3pEHMS, U C TIOJIOBOI TOXE, BOTE€HBI CTpalllHee
3Be3gHON BOWHBL. He pgBuraiicsa, — mobasmn Dopp,
YBUAEB, 9TO APTyp NMOTHXOHBKY pPa3BOpadNBaETCS. —
Jlyume npuroroBbes K runeprnepexony. Ha opranusm
OH JICHCTBYET, KaK KpYITHAS MbsSHKA.

— Y0 K€ CTPaITHOTO B KPYITHOH MbSHKE?

— [Toxmense.

Aptyp o6tyman ciiora dopa.

— @opxa, — cka3al OH.

- VYry?

—Uro nenaet 3Ta ppiba B MoeM yxe?

— IlepeBoaut. D10 BaBmioHCKas peida. [locMoTpu
B [lyTeBoauTene, ecinm XO4ersb.

OH NOKONJOBaN C KHUTOH, a TIOTOM CBEPHYJICS B
KITyOOK, KaKk APTyp ¥ PUTOTOBUIICS K MTEPEXO.TY.

l'omoBa y ApTtypa mommwia Kpyrom, MOJOIEIKH
MIPUTONTHIBAS, OAWH TJIa3 MOAMHUTHYJ JPYTOMY, OHH
JIPY)KECKH OOHSUINCh M TIOBEPHYJIHCh BHYTpb. Horm
3aBSI3AIMCHh MOPCKHAM Y3IIOM.

Karora cromrommiach, 3aBepTenach, CBEpHYJIach B
TpyOOuKy, M ApTyp TmoONeTel BHU3 TOJIOBOW B
COOCTBEHHBIH KeMyJOK. ITO M OBbLI THIIEPIIEPEXOI.

Baeunonckas peiba, — TeM BpeMEHEM CIOKONHO
Beman [amaktudeckuit IlyreBomuTens, — MmaneHvkast
Jrcenmas pulbka, noxodcas Ha nuasky. Bozmooicno,
camoe ummepecHoe, umo ecmv 6 Ianaxmuxe. OHa
numaemcs, OGUOMOKAMU MO32d MeX, KMO HAXOOUMCS
pAdoOM ¢ ee HOcumenem, MO ecmb No2ioujaem 8ce
noO0CO3HaAmeNbHble MeHMAalbHble 4acmombl OUOMOKO8
Mo32a. 3amem OHA @bloeniem UX 8 MO32 HOCUMENS 8
sude menenamudecKol mampuysi, 00pPA308AHHOU
HANOJCEeHUeM HAacmomyl CO3HAMENbHOU MbICIU Ha

YTO JIEXKHUT, CBEPHYBIIMCH KIyOKOM, Ha IOy,
o0xBaTHB pyKkamu rojioBy. OH ci1abo ymeIOHyICS.
— OuapoBarenbHbII  4YEJIOBEK, — CKa3al OH. —

Xoten ObI 51, 9TO0BI Y MEHS ObLIa T0Yb — 3aIPETHIT OB
eli BBIITH 32 HETO 3aMYXK.

— Her HYX]IbL, — OTBETUII Dopa. —
[IpuBnekareapbHOCTH B HUX HE OOJbIIE, YeM B aBapuu
Ha Iocce,— JO0aBWI OH, W ApTyp Hadanl
pasBopaunBaTbcs. — Jlydlle IpUroTOBbCS K MPBIKKY
B TUIEPHPOCTPAHCTBO. DTO TaK K€ HEMPHATHO, Kak
Tepernomu.

— A 9TO TaKOTO HEMPHUATHOTO B Ieperoe?

— IIute X0O4eTcs.

Aptyp moaymai 06 3TOM.

— ®opa, — ckazal OH.

— Ja?

—Uro nenaet 3T1a ppiba B MoeM yxe?

—IlepeBomutr Tebe. DTO BaBWUIOHCKas phIOKa.
ITocmoTpH ee B KHUTE, €CITH XOUEIlTb.

®opn 6pocun Aprypy «llyreBoautens BONBHOTO
MyTENIECTBEHHWKAa 10 | amakThKe» W CBEpHYJCA
KITyOKOM, 9TOOBI IPUTOTOBUTHCA K MTPBIKKY.

B sT0 MrHoBeHue B roioBe ApTypa OTBAIMIOCH
TTHO.

I'maza ero oOpartwiuch  BOBHYTpPh. Horm
NPOBAJTMIIMCH BBEPX U CTAJIM TOPYATh HaJ| FOJIOBOM.

Komnara BOKpYr HeEro cioxuiach, 3aBepTeiach,
BBIHEC/IACh W3 OBITHS W OCTaBWja ApTypa BpamiaTbes
Ha COOCTBEHHOM ITyTIC.

Kopabip Bomien B rumneprnpocTpancTBo.

«BaBwiionckasi  peIOKa», — THXO  3arOBOPHII
«lyteBomuTeNns BOJBHOTO ITyTEHIECTBEHHHWKA IO
lanakTuke», — «MaleHbKas M MOXOXas Ha IUJIOTBY,
SIBIISIETCS, BEPOATHO, CAMBIM IIPUYIY IUBBIM CO3/IaHHEM
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mental frequencies from this brainwave energy to
nourish itself with. It then excretes into the mind of
its carrier a telepathic matrix formed by combining
the conscious thought frequencies with nerve signals
picked up from the speech centres of the brain which
has supplied them. The practical upshot of all this is
that if you stick a Babel fish in your ear you can
instantly understand anything said to you in any
form of language. The speech patterns you actually
hear decode the brainwave matrix which has been
fed into your mind by your Babel fish.”

“Now it is such a bizarrely improbable
coincidence that anything so mindboggingly useful
could have evolved purely by chance that some
thinkers have chosen to see it as the final and
clinching proof of the non-existence of God.”

“The argument goes something like this: ‘I
refuse to prove that I exist,” says God, ‘for proof
denies faith, and without faith I am nothing.””

“‘But,” says Man, ‘The Babel fish is a dead
giveaway, isn’t it? It could not have evolved by
chance. It proves you exist, and so therefore, by your
own arguments, you don’t. QED.””

“’Oh dear,” says God, ‘I hadn’t thought of that,’
and promptly vanished in a puff of logic.”

“’Oh, that was easy,” says Man, and for an
encore goes on to prove that black is white and gets
himself killed on the next zebra crossing.”

“Most leading theologians claim that this
argument is a load of dingo’s kidneys, but that didn’t
stop Oolon Colluphid making a small fortune when
he used it as the central theme of his best-selling
book Well That About Wraps It Up For God .”

YACmMomy HepeHO20 MOKA, NOJYHEHHO20 OM Peyesblx
yenmpos  moszea  coeopsiyezo.  Ilpakmuueckas
YEHHOCMb BABUNOHCKOU PblObl 68 MOM, YMO eClu ee
3ACYHYMb 8 YXO, MOJICHO NOHAMb 6Ce, YMO 2080PSIM HA
mobom  aAsvike. Cavluiumvle peuegble COOOUEHUA
AGNAOMCS  pacu@posrkol  mampuysbl  OUOMOKO8
MO32a, 8bI0€/ICHHBIX 8aLUel 8ABUIOHCKOL PblOOIL.

To, wmo »5mo YMONOMPAYUMENLHO NOAE3HOE
CO30aHUe NOSABUNOCL 6  pe3yibmame  60J0Yul,
abCcoNoOmHO  CAYYAUHO,  MHOSUMU  MbICAUMENAMU
paccmampusaemcs Kaxk pewaioujee 00Ka3ameibCneo
HeObImus D0IHCLE2O.

Jloxazvieaemcesi smo npumepro max. « omkaszvi-
8AIOCL QOKA3bIBAMDb, YMO 51 CYWECMBYI0,» — 2080PUM
boe, «ubo ookazamenbcmeo ompuyaem eepy, be3 eepol
Jice 51— HUYMO. »

«Ho,» — omeeuaem emy Uenosex, «Basunronckas
puloa mebs evidaem ¢ 2on060u, pazse nem? Ona He
Mo2na 260IOUUOHUPOBAND CYYAUHO. Omo
odokazvieaem, ymo mol cyuecmasyeun, u,
Cle0osamenvio, no Mmeoum COOCMEEHHbIM CLO8AM —
umo mol He cywecmsyeutb. Quod erat demonstran-
dum.»

«300po60o,» — eosopum boe. «Mne 3mo u 6 20108y
He NPUULio, » — U OH ucue3aem 6 Kiyoax Jo2uxu.

«Hem nuuezo npowe,» — 2o6opum Yenosex, u na
buc doxazvieaem, umo benoe — 3Mo uepHoe, Nocie ye-
20 Ha credyujem neuexoOHoM nepexooe e2o cousaem
MAWUnA.

Bonvuuncmeso eedywux meoiocoe cuumarom, ymo
NnoooOHBIMU — OOKA3AMENbCMBAMU — THOO0IM  MOJILKO
nyopsim moseu, HO 2MO He NoMewdanro Yyiowy
Konnyguoy 3apabomame xyuy Oenee, coenag ux
enasHou memoul cgoezo becmcennepa Iloxooce, boe

Bo Bcenennoi. OHa muTaeTcst SHEprueil BOIH MO3Ta,
HO HE MO3Ta CBOEro XO3iMHA, a TeX MO3TOB, KOTOpEIE
HaxogsaTcsa BOKpPYT HECE. Ona BIIMTHIBACT BCEC
HECO3HATEIHHBIE MEHTAIBFHBIE YaCTOTHI ATON SHEPTHH
BOJIJH  MO3ra, W  HCIONB3YeT  JUII  CBOEH
JKU3HEIEITEIFHOCTH. 3aTeéM OHa IOChUIAeT B MO3T
CBOETO XO035MHA  TEJEMaTUYECKYIO MaTpHuily,
00pa30BaHHYIO M3 KOMOWHAIINY CO3HATEIHHBIX YaCcTOT
MBICIM U HEPBHBIX CUTHAJOB, MPHUHITHIX OT PEUYEBBIX
LIEHTPOB MO3ra, KOTOpbIM UX u3aaeT. IlpakTuueckwuii
CMBICTT BCEro BBIIECKA3aHHOTO 3aKIIOYAEeTCS B
CIIETyIOIIEM: €CITH BBI 3aCYHETE BaBWJIOHCKYIO PBIOKY
B yXO0, TO HEMEIJCHHO HayHETe MOHUMATh BCE, UTO
BaM TOBOPSAT B J1000# opMme s3bIka. Peub, KOTOpyHO
BBl CIIBIIINTE Ha CaMOM JIelie, SIBISIETCS Pe3yIhbTaToOM
JIEKOJUPOBAHMSI ~ BOJIHOBOM  MaTpHIlbl, KOTOPYIO
mocJiaia B Balll MO3T Ballla BaBHJIOHCKAs PHIOKA.

YauBATENBHBIM (BaKT TOro, YTO HEYTO CTOJIb
YMOITIOMPAYHTEIHHO TI0JIE3HOE pa3BHUIIOCH
HCKIIIOUUTEIBHO CIy4YalHO, HACTOJILKO HEBEpOSTEH,
YTO HEKOTOpPhIE MBICIIHTENH BBIBETH W3 HETO
OKOHYATEeNIFHOE W COBEPIIEHHO HEOIPOBEPIKUMOE
JIOKa3aTebCTBO HecylecTBOBaHus bora.

Joka3aTensCTBO CTPOUTCS MNPUMEPHO Tak: .5
OTKa3bIBAIOCh JOKa3blBaTh, 4YTO S CYIIECTBYHO®, —
ropoput bor, — ,,u00 1OKa3aTENLCTBO OTPHUIIACT BEPY,
a 0e3 Bepsl MeHs HeT.

,HO*, — BO3paxxkaer YenoBek, — ,,BaBHJIOHCKas
peIOKa — 3TO HeocropuMas yinka, Bemb Tak? OHa He
MOTJIa MOSIBUThCA ciydaiiHo. OHa mokasbiBaeT TBoe
CYIIECTBOBaHWE, U  CleJoBaTelbHO, 10 TBoei
cobcTBeHHOM Jornke, Tebs He cymecTByeT. KBoy apar
JEMOHCTPAHIYM.

»A, dept!“— rosopur bor.— ,,00 stom S He
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“Meanwhile, the poor Babel fish, by effectively
removing all barriers to communication between
different races and cultures, has caused more and
bluddier wars than anything else in the history of
creation.”

Arthur let out a low groan. He was horrified to
discover that the kick through hyperspace hadn’t
killed him. He was now six light years from the
place that the Earth would have been if it still
existed.

The Earth.

Visions of it swam sickeningly through his
nauseated mind. There was no way his imagination
could feel the impact of the whole Earth having
gone, it was too big. He prodded his feelings by
thinking that his parents and his sister had gone. No
reaction. He thought of all the people he had been
close to. No reaction. Then he thought of a complete
stranger he had been standing behind in the queue at
the supermarket before and felt a sudden stab — the
supermarket was gone, everything in it was gone.
Nelson’s Column had gone! Nelson’s Column had
gone and there would be no outcry, because there
was no one left to make an outcry. From now on
Nelson’s Column only existed in his mind. England
only existed in his mind — his mind, stuck here in
this dank smelly steel-lined spaceship. A wave of
claustrophobia closed in on him.

England no longer existed. He’d got that—
somehow he’d got it. He tried again. America, he
thought, has gone. He couldn’t grasp it. He decided
to start smaller again. New York has gone. No
reaction. He’d never seriously believed it existed

npoueparn .

B mo orce epemsa oOeonas puvibka, ycnewiHo
VCMPausowas 6ce Npensimcmeuss Ha nymu oOueHus:
PA3HBIX HAPOOO8 U KYIbMYp, CMAHOGUMCS NPUYUHOU
MHO2UX B801iH, 60Nlee KpoBaswvlx, uem Ko2oa Ovl mo Hu
OvLI0 6 UCmMOopUU.

ApTYp HCITyCTHJI CTOH, OOJiee MOXOXKHI Ha MbIYa-
Hue. OH yXacHyJCS, TIOHSIB, YTO OCTaJlCS B YKHBBIX.
Teneps OH OBUT B IIECTH CBETOBHIX TOAaX OT TOTO
MecTa, rae Obima Obl 3emiis, ecad OBl Bce elie

CYIIIECTBOBAA.

3emst.

BocrnoMmunanusa o Hell OOJIE3HEHHO KOJBIXAJIUCH B
e€ro BCE emle TsoKemoil romoe. HeBO3MOXKHO

MIPEeICTaBUTh, YTO MCUE3Na BCSI 3eMIIs, IIOTYBCTBOBATH
310. OnHa ciumkoM Oonpmas. OH mompobOoBai
NpeAcTaBUTh cebe, 4TO HUKOTJa YK€ HE YBUAUT
poauteneil u cectpy. U ocrancs cnokoeH. Ilotrom oH
moxgymMan 00 abCONIOTHO HE3HAKOMOM €My HYelIOBEKe,
32 KOTOPbIM OH CTOSUI B O4Yepeld B YHHBEpMare JBa
IHS ToMy Hasaa. U BApyr ero CiIOBHO KOJNBHYJIO —
YHUBEpMar ncye3, ¥ BCE, YTO B HEM OBUIO — TOXE.
Ucuyesna xononna Henbcona! OHa ncyesna, 1 HEKOMY
ee OIUIaKaTh, IOTOMY YTO HET HHUKOIO, KTO MOI' OBl
ormmakath ee. C 3Toif MUHYTHI KoJIoHHa HembcoHa
CYIIECTBYET TOJBKO B €ro MaMATH. AHIJIHA
CyIIIeCTBOBaja TOJBKO B mamstu Aprypa — ApTypa,
3aCyHYTOTO B XOJIOJHBIA KOpPaOib, OKpPYKEHHOTO
CTaIbl0O ®W BOHBIO. Y  JleHTa  HaYMHAJIACh
knaycTpogoousi.

AHnrnmmm 6omnpire He ObBUTO. DTO OH BOCIIPHUHSII —
TaK WIN WHade, HO BocupuHsul. OH mompoboBan errne
pa3. AMepuKa, moyMan oH, ucuesna. BocnpuHsTs 310
eMy He ynanocb. OH pemmia CHOBa HayaTh, C 4Yero-

noayman‘, —
JIOTHKH.

»BOT Tak-To!“ — TOBOpPHUT 4EJIOBEK, Ha OHC
JIOKa3bIBAET, YTO YEPHOE ATO Oeroe, n Ha ONMKalieM
TIEMIEXO0THOM TIEpeXO0JIe MMOMaIaeT IO/ MaIIHHY.

BOABIIMHCTBO BEAYIIMX TEOJOTOB 3asBISET, YTO
3TOT apTyYMEHT HE CTOMT BBICJICHHOT'O SIifIla, HO 3TO HE
nomemano Oonony Kommoddumy momzapaborats Ha
HEM, CJIeJIaB ero JICHTMOTHBOM CBOEro Oectceriepa
,,BOT, IOKaJIyl, U BCE, YTO MOKHO CKa3aTh IO MMOBOJLY
Bora“.

B 1o xe Bpems, OemHas BaBWJIOHCKas phIOKa,
MOJTHOCTHIO YCTPaHUBINAS BCE IMperpaabl Ha IyTH
OOIICHHST MEXK]Ty Pa3IMUYHBIMU pacaMU U KyJIbTypamH,
BbI3Basa OOJIbIIIE KPOBABBIX BOWH, YeM JF000E Apyroe
CYIIECTBO 3a BCIO UCTOPHIO TBOPCHUS.

Aptyp m3man cnabeiii ctoH. OH ¢ yXacoMm
00HapyXHII, YTO OPOCOK Yepe3 TUIEPIPOCTPAHCTBO HE
youn ero. Termeps oH OBLT B IIECTH CBETOBBIX roJjax OT
TOTO MECTa, TJie Haxoauiaach Obl 3emits, eciu Obl OHA
JIO CHX TIOp CYIIecTBOBaja. 3eMJIS. ..

OO6pa3pl 3emuin TOIUTBUIM B TOJOBE ApTypa,
KOTOporo u 0e3 Toro mojaraniHuBaiio. Ero cosnanue
HUKaK HE MOIJI0O BOCIPHUHSATH TO, YTO BCSA 3eMIIs
ucuesna. ApTyp 3acTaBmil cebsl OCO3HATh, YTO €ro
pomutenu u cectpa mnoruOau. Hukakoit peakimu.
Aptyp moaymait 000 BCEX TeX JIFOJSIX, KOTOPhIE OBbLTH
ero Omm3kumu. Hukakoit peaknnu. [ToToM oH momymant
O COBEPIICHHO HE3HAKOMOM YeJIOBEKE, 32 KOTOPHIM OH
CTOSJI B oOuYepead B YHUBEpPcame, ©  BIAPYT
MTOYYBCTBOBAJ PE3KYI0 00JIb: YHUBEpcaMa OOJIbIIe HET,
A BCEro, yro ObLIO B HeM, OoJibilie HeT. KoaoHHBI
Henbcona Oonbiie Her! Komonna Hemnbcona ucuesna,
U HHKTO HE OYyIeT MpOTeCTOBaTh, IMOTOMY 4YTO H

U HCYE3aeT, Pa3BESAHHBIH AYHOBEHHEM
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anyway. The dollar, he thought, had sunk for ever.
Slight tremor there. Every Bogart movie has been
wiped, he said to himself, and that gave him a nasty
knock. McDonalds, he thought. There is no longer
any such thing as a McDonald’s hamburger.

He passed out. When he came round a second
later he found he was sobbing for his mother.

He jerked himself violently to his feet.

“Ford!”

Ford looked up from where he was sitting in a
corner humming to himself. He always found the
actual travelling-through-space part of space travel
rather trying.

“Yeah?” he said.

“If you’re a researcher on this book thing and
you were on Earth, you must have been gathering
material on it.”

“Well, I was able to extend the original entry a
bit, yes.”

“Let me see what it says in this edition then, I’ve
got to see it.”

“Yeah OK.” He passed it over again.

Arthur grabbed hold of it and tried to stop his
hands shaking. He pressed the entry for the relevant
page. The screen flashed and swirled and resolved
into a page of print. Arthur stared at it.

“It doesn’t have an entry!” he burst out.

Ford looked over his shoulder.

“Yes it does,” he said, “down there, see at the
bottom of the screen, just under Eccentrica
Gallumbits, the triple-breasted whore of Eroticon 6.”

Arthur followed Ford’s finger, and saw where it
was pointing. For a moment it still didn’t register,

Hu6y b nomenbue. Horo-Mopk ucues, mogyman on. U
octazics crmokoeH. OH BOOOIe HUKOTZIA BCEPhE3 HE
Bepu1, uto Helo-Mopk cymecTByer.

Kypc mommapa ynanm okoHUaTeNbHO W HUKOTJA HE
MMOTHUMETCS. ApPTyp [IpOTHYN. YHHUYTOXEHBI BCE
koBOoiickue QuibMbel. Cepane 3aHbI0. COCHCKW,
noaymai oH. Het GoJibliie TOpsiuux COCUCOK!

Aptyp motepsin co3Hanme. Korma oH mpumien B
ce0si CeKyHIOH Mo3kKe, OH OOHAPYKWI, YTO TOPBKO
PBIIACT, BCIIOMUHAS CBOIO MATh.

OH BCKOYMI HA HOTH.

— @opn!

dopx cuzmen B yrily U 4TO-TO MypJbIKall ceOe 1Mo
Hoc. OH Bcera ¢ Tpy/JI0M MEePEHOCHI OCHOBHYIO YacTh
KOCMHYECKHX TIePEIETOB — TUIIEPIIEPEXO/I.

— Hy? — ckazan oH.

—Ecnmu 1B coOupaemis MHQOpPMAIMIO JUISL ATOU
KHIDKOHKH, M €CJT THI OBLT Ha 3emite, TO Thl coOHpat
MaTepuan u O Hei?

—Hy, B oOmem, MHe yHagoCch HECKOJBKO
JIOTIOJIHUTh CTAThIO O HEH JUIS CIACAYIOIIUX U3IaHUM, a
9T10?

— Jlali MOCMOTpPETH, YTO €CTh B 3TOM H3AaHuu.
JIOJDKEH 3TO BUJICTb.

— Hy nagHo, — ®opa npoTSHyI KHUTY.

ApTyp BIEHWICS B HEE U MONBITAICS YHAITH JIPOKb
B pykax. OH BBeJ Ha3BaHWE, SKpaH 3aCBETUJICS U Ha
HEM TOSBUJICS TEKCT. APTyp YCTaBHIICS Ha HETO.

—3nmech BOOOIIE HET TakOW CTaThu! — BCKpHUa
OH.

dop orIsIHYJICS.

— Jla ecTp, — cKa3an OH, — B CaMOM HU3Y, BUHIIIb,
nocie «3eKuaoHus [almyMTUTC, Tpexrpyaas mpoCTu-
TyTKa ¢ DPOTHKOHA O».

npotecroBath Hekomy. OtHbiHe Kononna Hembcona
CyLIECTBYET TOJBKO B €ro mnamartu. Besa AHmmg
CYHIECTBYET TOJIBKO B €ro IMnaMiaTu — IaMATH,
3aepTol B OTOM BOHIOYEM TEMHOM IKEJIE3HOM
KOCMHUYECKOM Kopabme. BomHa xmaycrpodobun
3axjecTHyla ApTypa.

AHrIIMU  Oonbile HET. DTO ApPTyp OCO3HAI —
KakuM-To oOpasoM. OH mompoOoBall eme pas.
Amepuku OoJiblIe HET, TOAyMall OH. DTOTO OH HE CMOT
YXBaTUTh. ApPTyp peLIM CHOBa HayaThb C MEJIOYEH.
Hero-Mopka Gombure Her. Hukakoii peakumu. OH, B
CYLIHOCTH, U paHblllé HE OYEHb-TO B HETO BEPHIL.
Homnnap, mogyman Aprtyp, ymanm HaBcerga. Jlerkue
mypamku. Bee ¢pmibmbl ¢ borapTom mponanu, ckasan
Aptyp cebe, W 3TO CHWJIBHO OMpPAYMIO €ro.
«MaxkzgoHanpac», mnoayman oH. KoHummuch Bce
ramOyprepbl, HI OTHOT'O HE OCTaJIOCh.

Aptyp 3amymaincs. Uepe3 MUHYTY OH OOHApY K,
YTO TUIaYeT MO CBOEH MaTepH.

Aptyp 3acTaBui ceOsl HOAHATHCS HA HOTH.

— ®opn!

@opa, cuUAEBIIMA B CBOEM YrOJKE M YTO-TO
MYpPJBIKaBIIMHA TOJA HOC, MOAHSUI IJa3a. la 4YacThb
KOCMHYECKOTO MYTEIIECTBHS, KOTOpas yXOAwja Ha
CaMo IIyTeUIeCTBUE 10 KOCMOCY, €r0 BCEIria HECKOJIBKO
yTOMJISLIA.

— Ja? — oro3Bancs oH.

— Ecnm THI cobupaents MaTepuan Ijis 3TOW KHHTH,
1 TBI ObUT Ha 3emiie, ThI, HaBepHO, cCOOpaT MaTepHual U
o He#?

—Hy... Ty unadopmarmuio mo Hel, uTro OblIa B
KHUI€ W3HA4ajbHO, MHE IPUIUIOCE HEMHOTO
JOTIOJTHUTE.

—Torma TaM OBLIO

)1a171 MMOCMOTPETh, UYTO
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then his mind nearly blew up.

“What? Harmless? Is that all it’s got to say?
Harmless! One word!”

Ford shrugged.

“Well, there are a hundred billion stars in the
Galaxy, and only a limited amount of space in the
book’s microprocessors,” he said, “and no one knew
much about the Earth of course.”

“Well for God’s sake I hope you managed to
rectify that a bit.”

“Oh yes, well I managed to transmit a new entry
off to the editor. He had to trim it a bit, but it’s still
an improvement.”

“And what does it say now?”” asked Arthur.

“Mostly harmless,” admitted Ford with a slightly
embarrassed cough.

“Mostly harmless!” shouted Arthur.

“What was that noise?” hissed Ford.

“It was me shouting,” shouted Arthur.

“No! Shut up!” said Ford. “I think we’re in
trouble.”

“You think we’re in trouble!”

Outside the door were the sounds of marching
feet.

“The Dentrassi?” whispered Arthur.

“No, those are steel tipped boots,” said Ford.

There was a sharp ringing rap on the door.

“Then who is it?” said Arthur.

“Well,” said Ford, “if we’re lucky it’s just the
Vogons come to throw us in to space.”

“And if we’re unlucky?”

“If we’re unlucky,” said Ford grimly, “the
captain might be serious in his threat that he’s going

ApTyp TOoCMOTpen Tyna, KyAa yKa3blBall TaJiel]
@®oppma. CekyHay OH BIJISABIBAJICS B JKpaH, IMBITAsICh
MOHATh, YTO TaMm Hamucano. OH MpoduTal Mpo
3exugonuto lamrymturc. Tam, B  dWacTHOCTH,
TOBOPHJIOCH, YTO WMEHHO OHAa TepBas TMPEMSIOKHIA
runoresy bonpmoro Tpaxa, ¢ KOTOporo sKoObI
Hayajioch CyllecTBOBaHHWE BceneHHoil. 3areM OH
HaKOHEI HaIlle)I CJIOBO «3eMIIsT». A 3aTeM B TOJIOBE y
HETO CJIOBHO B30pBajiach OomOa.

—Yro? besBpenna? OTo Bce, UTO 3AECh €CTh?
besBpemna! OmHO citoBo!

dopa nmoxan rmieyamu.

— Cnymiaii, B ['anakTuke cTO MAJUTMAPAOB 3BE3,
KHUTa He pe3uHoBas. VM KOHEYHO, HUKTO HE 3Hal O
3emite GoubIe.

—boxe Bcemorymuid!
oJIoXKeHne?

—B obmem nma. MuHe ymamoch moOCHaTe CBOU
BapHMaHT B W3MATeNbCcTBO. Ero mnpumuiocs cierka
ype3aTb, HO BCE Jy4lle, 4YeM 3TO.

—UW uro roBopurcs B llyreBommrene o 3emie
ceifgac? — cripocui ApTyp.

— IIpakTryeckn Oe3BpeaHa, — CMYIIEHHO OTBETHII
Dopa.

— Ipaktraecku 6e3BpeaHal — 3akpudan ApTyp.

— Yo 3a mrym? — npomunen Oopa.

— OT0 1 KpUyal.

— 3arkauce! Kaxkercs, 1e10 mi10xo.

— Tebe xaxkercs — Aerno mIoxo!

3a aBeprlo mocneimanuch mard. [nu crpoem.

— JleHTpaccel? — mporenTan ApTyp.

— Her. CapImmins — canory ¢ oJIKOBaMH.

3a aBephIo pa3aancs Js3T.

— A xTo0 TOorma?

Hy TteI-TO wucmpaBun

HanucaHo. S 1OJKeH 3TO YBUAETS.

— Ha, nocmotpu. — @opa nepenan KHUTY.

ApTyp CXBaTHJI €€ U MOMBITAICS YCIIOKOUTH APOXKD
B pykax. OH Ha)xaJl KHONIKY HY>KHOU CTpaHHIIbl. DKpaH
BCIBIXHYJI, TIOTaC U HNPEBPATWICSA B CTPAHHUILy TEKCTA.
ApTyp ycTaBHJIICS B HEE.

— Tyt HeT Takoro cioBa! — BOCKIMKHYJI OH.

®Dopn 3arisiHya ApTypy uepes Iieyo.

— Ectb, ecTh, — ckazal OH,— BOH TaM, B CamMOM
HHU3Y KpaHa, cpa3y nocie DKCHEHTpUKU [ oaroMOuKc,
TPEeXTPynoil MOpPHO3BE3 B ¢ IPOTUKOHA-CHKC.

Aptyp mpocaeaun 3a naigsueM Popaa U Hamen
MECTO, Ha KOTOpOe€ TOT yka3biBal. C MrHOBEHHE OH
CHJIWIICS TIOHSTH MPOYUTAHHOE, 8 IOTOM B30PBAJICS:

—UYto? «be3BpenHb»? JTO BCe, UTO TYT CKa3zaHO?
«be3Bpenubn! OgHO cnoBO!

dopn nmoxan ieyaMu.

—B Tanaktuke cTO MWUIMapAOB 3Be3l, a B
MHKPOIPOLIECCOPAaX KHUI'M HE TaK Y>K MHOTO MecTa, —
ckazan oH. — K ToMy e, MOHATHO, YTO HUKTO paHbILIe
HE 3HAJI 0 3eMIIe CIIUIIIKOM MHOTO.

— Ho, Hazperock, Tl paciunpui cTaTeio?

—Jla, MHe ypmanoch mniepenaTb HOBBIM TEKCT
penakropy. Marepuan NpUILIOCH HEMHOTO YC€4b, HO
OH BCe e 00JIee COOTBETCTBYET AEHCTBUTEIIHOCTH.

— W 9ro tam HanmcaHo Tenepb? — cupocuil ApTyp.

—«B ocHoBHOM Oe3BpenHbI», — oTBeTHN Dop,
CMYIIIEHHO KalUISHYB.

—«B  ocHOBHOM
ApTyp.

—Yro 310 681107 — MIporHIIENT POp.

— Dt0 5 3akpuyan! — KpUKHYIT ApTyp.

— Ha net! 3amomun! — xpuxkHyn B otBeT Dopa. —
[Toxoxe, y Hac mpoOIeMBl.

Oe3BpenHb»?!! —  BCKpHUan
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to read us some of his poetry first...”

—Borensl. Kopoue, eciu mnoBe3er, Hac IpPOCTO
BEIIIBBIPHYT 3a OOPT.

— A ecnu He noBeset?

—Ecnn He moBeseT,— yrpoOMO IPOTrOBOPUI
dopa, — KaIUTaH MOXET OCYIIECTBUTh CBOIO yIPO3y U
CHayaja IMOYNUTAeT HaM CBOU CTHXH. ..

— DTO THI TOBOPHIIIB, YTO y HAC MPOOIEMBI?!

M3-3a aBepu nocnslaics MapuIeBbli TONOT HOT.

— Hentpaccu? — nporenTain ApTyp.

— Her, 5170 OOTHHKM C KejI€3HBIMM HaOOWKaMu, —
otBeTun Dop.

B nBepbh KOPOTKO MOCTYyYaIIH.

— W k1o 310 TOTHA? — cIipocua ApTyp.

— Hy, — ckazan ®@opa, — eciiu HaM NOBE3ET, TO 3TO
BCETO JIMIIb BOTOHBI, MPHIICANINE, YTOOBI BBIKHHYTH
HAC B OTKPBITHINA KOCMOC.

— A ecnu He TioBe3eT?

— Ecnu He moBeset, — MpauHo ckaszan dopn, — To,
3HAYUT, KalmUTaH HE IIyTWI, KOIJia OOemay crepra
MOYUTATh HAM CBOU CTHXH.
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D. ADAMS

THE HITCHHIKER’S GUIDE TO THE GALAXY
(excerpt)

“Howl howl gargle howl gargle howl howl howl
gargle howl gargle howl howl gargle gargle howl
gargle gargle gargle howl slurrp uuuurgh should
have a good time. Message repeats. This is your cap-
tain speaking, so stop whatever you’re doing and
pay attention. First of all I see from our instruments
that we have a couple of hitchhikers aboard. Hello
wherever you are. I just want to make it totally clear
that you are not at all welcome. I worked hard to get
where I am today, and I didn’t become captain of a
Vogon constructor ship simply so I could turn it into
a taxi service for a load of degenerate freeloaders. I
have sent out a search party, and as soon that they
find you I will put you off the ship. If you’re very
lucky I might read you some of my poetry first.”

“Secondly, we are about to jump into hyperspace
for the journey to Barnard’s Star. On arrival we will
stay in dock for a seventy-two hour refit, and no
one’s to leave the ship during that time. I repeat, all
planet leave is cancelled. I’ve just had an unhappy
love affair, so I don’t see why anybody else should
have a good time. Message ends.”

The noise stopped.

Arthur discovered to his embarrassment that he
was lying curled up in a small ball on the floor with
his arms wrapped round his head. He smiled weakly.

“Charming man,” he said. “I wish I had a daugh-

I AAMC
IIYTEBOJIUTEJIb
«ABTOCTOIIOM I10 MJIEHHOMY I1YTHN»
(ompwi60ok)

Ilepesoo E. ll]epbamiox

— Bay Bay Oynps Bay Oynb Bay Bay Bay Oyib Bay
Oynb Bay Bay OyJyib Oyinb Bay Oyiib Oyib OyJib Bay yppil
aaaap TPUATHO TPOBOAUTH BpeMs. [loBTopsto
cooOmieHue. ['oBOpUT Balll KanuTaH, IIOATOMY, 9TO OBI
BBl HU Jiejalid, OCTaHOBHUTECh M ciymaite. [lpexnae
BCETO: M0 MpHOOpaM 51 OOHAPYKHUIL, UTO y Hac Ha OOpPTy
3aBenoch ABoe Opoxmsr. IlpmBer, Tme OBl BBl HH
MPATAINCH. S| IPOCTO X04y COBEPHICHHO OTKPOBEHHO
3asiBUTH: BaM 3JIcCh HE pajbl. Sl yINOpHBIM TpyIOM
JOOWBAJICS CBOETO TOJIOKCHHSI, W CTal KalUTaHOM
BOTOHCKOTO CTPOWTENLHOTO KOPadJisi HE MOTOMY, UTO
caenan U3 Hero OeclulaTHOE TakCH Ui Oaiiacta W3
JIETeHEPaToB. Sl BBICIAN IOMCKOBBIA OTpsA, U Kak
TOJILKO OH Bac HAMIET, s BBICTABIIO Bac C KOPaoOJs.
Ecnmu BaM moBeseT, cHavyana s, ObITh MOXKET, TIOYHUTAFO
BaM YTO-HHUOY/Tb U3 CBOUX CTHUXOB,

—Jlaee: MBI coOumpaeMcsi  TIPBITHYTh B
HQIIPOCTPAHCTBO  JUIS  MYTEHISCTBHSI K  3Be3Jie
Bapuapna. [lo mpuOBITHH MBI MPOCTOMM B JOKax
CEMBJICCAT JIBa Yaca JJIs JI03arpy3KH, U B 3TO BpeMs
HUKTO HE JOJDKEH MOKHUIaTh kopabib. [ToBTOpsito: Bee
YBOJBHUTEIbHBIC HAa IUIAHETY OTMEHEHBL. Y MEHSA
TOJIBKO 4TO ObUIa HECcYacTHas JIFOOOBb, MO3TOMY HE
BUXKY, C Kakoil cTaTh KOMaHAa JO0JDKHA MPHUSATHO
MpOBOIUTE BpeMsi. Koner cooOmnieHust.

IIym npexpatumcs.

K cBoemy cmymieHuto, ApTyp OOHApYXWI, YTO
JISKUT HA TONY, TECHO CBEPHYBIINCH KalladuKOM W

I AJAMC
IIYTEBOJIWUTEJIb I1O TAJIAKTUKE
JUIA ABTOCTOIIIIMKOB
(ompwl8oK)
Ilepesoo IO. Apunosuu

— bpner xpasl Oppa ppit yyypiu1 Opp XpppsI yyaay
Xppit Gppp BIPI y-y-y-y JOIDKHO OBITH Xopormo. Ilo-
BTOPSIIO cooOmeHne. '0OBOpUT Balll KaluTaH, IO3TOMY
OpochTe Bce JOena W CiyliaiTe BHUMATenbHO. Bo-
MIEPBBIX, S BIKY MO mpuOOpam, 4TO y Hac Ha OOpTy
napa aBTOCTONIIUKOB. ['ie Obl BBl HU ObLIH, TIpUBET. 1
X0y, 4TOOBI BBl MTOHSUIA CO BCEH SICHOCTBIO, YTO Ballle
MIPUCYTCTBUE 3/I€Ch KpaliHe HeKenaTeslbHo. S Tpynui-
Csl HE MOKJIaAast PyK, 4YTOOBl AOCTHYH TOTO IIOJIOXKeE-
HUS, KOTOpoe 51 ceiluac 3aHuUMaro; s CTaJl KallUTaHOM
BOTOHCKOT'O CTPOMTEIBHO-MOHTaKHOTO ()II0Ta HE AT
TOro, 4YTOOBI B3STh U NPEBPATHTh €r0 B TAKCOMAPK
JUISL BCSIKUX JIeTEHEPATUBHBIX O€30MJIETHUKOB. S| BBI-
claj TIOMCKOBYIO HapTHIO, U Kak TOJBKO OHHU Bac
HaAWAyT, 1 BBIMBBIPHY Bac ¢ Kopabis. Ecimu Bam mose-
3€T, TO A €Ille CHayala MOYMTAI0 BaM CBOU CTHUXM.

Bo-BTOpBIX, MBI BOT-BOT COBEPIIUM HPBDKOK B
TUIIEpKOCMOC i Tiepenera K 3Besnie bapuapna. Ilo
IpUOBITUN MBI BCTAHEM B JIOK Ha CEMBJECAT J1Ba daca
JUT IPOQHIAKTHYECKOTO ocMOoTpa. Hukto B TeueHue
3TOr0 BPEMEHU HE JOJDKEH MTOKUIaTh Kopabub. [loBTo-
psifo, BCE OTIyCKa HAa IUIAHETY OTMEHSIOTCS. MeHs
HEeaBHO Opocuiia JKEHIIWHA, U 51 HE BIXKY MPHYHUHEI,
Nno4yeMy, KOrjia MHE IUIOXO, KOMY-TO IOJDKHO OBITH
xoporro. Konery coobmeHusl.

[Tym npekpatumcs.

K cBoemy cmymiennto, ApTyp 0OHapy»Xui, 4To Jie-
JKUT Ha IOJy, CKaBLUIMCh B KOMOK M 3aKpbIB PYKaMHU
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ter so I could forbid her to marry one...”

“You wouldn’t need to,” said Ford. “They’ve got
as much sex appeal as a road accident. No, don’t
move,” he added as Arthur began to uncurl himself,
“you’d better be prepared for the jump into hyper-
space. It’s unpleasantly like being drunk.”

“What’s so unpleasant about being drunk?”

“You ask a glass of water.”

Arthur thought about this.

“Ford,” he said.

“Yeah?”

“What’s this fish doing in my ear?”

“It’s translating for you. It’s a Babel fish. Look it
up in the book if you like.”

He tossed over The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the
Galaxy and then curled himself up into a foetal ball
to prepare himself for the jump.

At that moment the bottom fell out of Arthur’s
mind.

His eyes turned inside out. His feet began to leak
out of the top of his head.

The room folded flat about him, spun around,
shifted out of existence and left him sliding into his
own navel.

They were passing through hyperspace.

“The Babel fish,” said The Hitchhiker’s Guide to
the Galaxy quietly, “is small, yellow and leech-like,
and probably the oddest thing in the Universe. It
feeds on brainwave energy not from its carrier but
from those around it. It absorbs all unconscious
mental frequencies from this brainwave energy to
nourish itself with. It then excretes into the mind of
its carrier a telepathic matrix formed by combining

o0xBaTHB pykamu rojioBy. OH ci1abo ymbeIOHYIICS.

— OuapoBatenbHbI MyX4rHa. XOTeN OBl I UMETh
N04b, YTOOBI 3aIIPETHTH €1 BBIATH 3a 3TOTO. ..

—He mnonamobwmoce OBl 3ampemarts. Y HHX
CTOJIBKO K€ IIapMa, CKOJIBKO Y  JOPOXKHOTO
npouctiectBus. Her, He nBuraiics, — modasun Dopg,
Korga ApTyp mnonpoOoBal pa3BepHYThCS, — Tebe
Jyd4ie ObITh TOTOBBIM K NMPBUKKY B HaAIIPOCTPAHCTBO.
3TO HEMPUSTHO HATIOMUHAET OTbSHEHHE.

— UTo HENPUSATHOTO B ONBSIHEHUU?

— M3Hemoraems oT KaKabl.

ApTyp moTymMan HaJl OTBETOM.

— @opna, — n1o3BaJ OH.

— HMa?

— Yo Ta prIOa enaeT B MoeM yxe?

—Ona TebOe mepeBOOUT. DTO BaBHJIOHCKas pbIOa.
[locMoTpH B KHUTE, €CIIH XOYEIIb.

Q®opn  mepebpocun  ApTypy — IIyTE€BOAWTENb
«ABTOCTONIOM IO MII€UHOMY ITyTH» U CaM CBEPHYJICS
B KIIYOOK, TOTOBSICh K TIPBIKKY.

B 3Ty cexyHny y apTypoOBBIX MO3TOB OTBAJIWJIOCH
nHo. I'masa moBepHynuch BHyTpb. CTyNHM Hadaiu
BBITEKATh M3 MaKyIIKH.

Komnara BoOkpyr crunommiach, CTaB IUIOCKOIA,
3aBepTeNach M BbINaja U3 CYIIECTBOBAHMS, OCTaBHB
ApTypa cocKallb3bIBaTh B COOCTBEHHBIN ITYTIOK.

OnHM poX0aUITK Yepe3 HaIIpOCTPAHCTBO.

— BaBmtonckas phI0a, — THXO cKazai
MyTEBOJUTENb, — MAaJCHbKas, JKelTas, I0X0Xa Ha
NMUsABKY. BeposTHO, OHa sBISETCS OOHUM W3

IpeBHEHIINX co3naHuii Bo BeenenHoii. Priba nuraercs
JHeprueil OMOTOKOB MO3ra, HO MOJy4YaeT ee HEe OT
CBOCTO HOCHUTEINs, a W3BHE. UTOOBI MPOKOPMUTHCA,
pBiOa BIHUTHIBACT BCE HEMOHSATHBIC CBOEMY HOCHUTEIIO

ronoBy. OH c1a00 yIBIOHYIICS.

— QOueHp MHIBIH YeJOBEK, — cKaszau oH. — JKajb,
YTO Yy MEHsI HET JIOUEpH, s1 Obl 3aNPETHII €l BBIXOUTH
3aMyX 3a TaKoTO.

— TebGe OB He MPUIIIOCH CTAPaTHCSA, — OTBETHII
®opa. — OHU Tak Ke CEKCyalIbHO IPHBIICKATEIBHEI,
KaK JIOPOXKHO-TPAHCIOPTHOE TpoucinecTBue. He
IBUTaiica! — mo0aBWI OH, BUIA, YTO APTYp BHINIPSM-
nsieTcs. — bByab TOTOB K MPBIKKY B THIIEPKOCMOC.
DTO0 TaK:Ke HEMPUATHO, KaK OBITh MbSHBIM.

— Yro X HEMPHUATHOTO B TOM, YTOOBI OBITH IThsI-
HBIM?

— IToxmense.

ApTyp mogymMalt U CIIpOCHIT:

— @op, a 9To 3TA PHIOKA [ENTaeT B MOeM yxe?

— IlepeBoaut mns Te0s. DTO BaBUIIOHCKAs PHIOKA.
Ecnu xouenib, mocCMOTpH B KHUTE.

On nogonsunyn k Hemy «llyreBogurens mo [a-
JAKTUKE JJIs1 aBTOCTOMIIHUKOB», U CaM CTajJl CBOpadH-
BaThCS B 03y SMOPUOHA, TOTOBSICh K MPBIKKY.

B 5T0T MOMEHT ApTyp NOYYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 pa-
3yM TepsieT CBOM MPEKHUE OYEPTaHMS.

Karora BOKpYr HEro CIUTIONIWIACH, 3aBEpTENIach
W UCYE3JNIa, OCTABUB €ro MBITAIOIINMCS MPOCKOJIb3-
HYTh B CBOM COOCTBEHHBIH ITymok.  OHH BXOIWIH B
TUIIEPKOCMOC.

«BaBuioHckas ppiOKa, — HETPOMKO TOBOPHII TEM
BpeMeHneM "[lyreBomurens mo l'amakTwke s aBTO-
CTOMIIHMKOB", — 3TO MaJE€HbKOE, >KEJITEHBKOE, I10XO0-
JKe€e Ha MUSBKY W, BO3MOXXHO, CamMoe€ CTPaHHOE Cy-
mecTBO Bo Bceenennoir. OHO mmTaeTCs SHEPrHEH
MO3TOBBIX KOJIeOaHWH, NMpHYEM HE TOro, B KOM OHa
JKUBET, a TeX, KTO ero okpyxkaer. OHa TMOTJIOMACT U3
STOW DJHEPTHM BCE IOJICO3HATEIbHBIE MEHTAIBHEIC
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the conscious thought frequencies with nerve signals
picked up from the speech centres of the brain which
has supplied them. The practical upshot of all this is
that if you stick a Babel fish in your ear you can in-
stantly understand anything said to you in any form
of language. The speech patterns you actually hear
decode the brainwave matrix which has been fed
into your mind by your Babel fish.”

“Now it is such a bizarrely improbable coinci-
dence that anything so mindboggingly useful could
have evolved purely by chance that some thinkers
have chosen to see it as the final and clinching proof
of the non-existence of God.”

“The argument goes something like this: ‘I
refuse to prove that I exist,” says God, ‘for proof de-
nies faith, and without faith I am nothing.’”

“‘But,” says Man, ‘The Babel fish is a dead gi-
veaway, isn’t it? It could not have evolved by
chance. It proves you exist, and so therefore, by your
own arguments, you don’t. QED.””

“’Oh dear,” says God, ‘I hadn’t thought of that,’
and promptly vanished in a puff of logic.”

“’Oh, that was easy,” says Man, and for an en-
core goes on to prove that black is white and gets
himself killed on the next zebra crossing.”

“Most leading theologians claim that this argu-
ment is a load of dingo’s kidneys, but that didn’t
stop Oolon Colluphid making a small fortune when
he used it as the central theme of his best-selling
book Well That About Wraps It Up For God .”

“Meanwhile, the poor Babel fish, by effectively
removing all barriers to communication between
different races and cultures, has caused more and

4acTOThl BHELIHUX OMOTOKOB, a 3aTeM HCIIPa)KHSIET B
MO3T XO341Ha TEeJICNaTUIECKYIO MaTpuiy,
COCTABJICHHYI0 U3 4YacTOT CO3HATENIbHBIX MBICIEH U
HEPBHBIX  CHUTH&JIOB  PEYEBOrO  LIEHTpa  MO3ra.
[IpakTueckoe NMpUMEHEHHE 3aKII0YaeTcsi B TOM, UTO,
BCTaBHB BAaBWJIOHCKYIO PBIOYy B CBOE YXO, MOXKHO
BEPHO MOHSTH BCE CKa3aHHOE Ha JIIOOOM SI3bIKE. 3BYKH,

BOCIIPHHUMAEMBIC  XO3MHOM,  pPacIIH(pOBBIBAIOT
MO3TOBOJIHOBYIO MATpHILy, BBIACTICHHYI0 B MO3T
PBIOOH.

— B HacTosImee BpeMsi IPEACTABISACTCS CTPAHHBIM
M HEBEPOSTHBIM, YTOOBI Takash TOIOBOKPYKHUTEIHHO
MOJIC3HAsT BElIb MOIJIA TOSIBUTBCS IO  YHUCTOM
CIIy4alHOCTA. DTO MHEHHE HEKOTOPHIC MBICIHTEIH
CUHTAIOT OKOHYATEIHHBIM u HEOCITOPUMBIM
JI0Ka3aTeJIbCTBOM HE CyllecTBoBaHMsA bora.

— X aprymeHTanus 3By4UT MPUMEPHO Tak: «S1 He
JKENar JOKa3blBaTh, YTO S CYIIECTBYIO, — CKa3al
Bor, — mockobpKy mOKa3aHHOE He TpeOyeT Bephl, a 6e3
BEPBI 1 — HUYTOY.

— «Ho, — Bo3pa3un emy Yenosek, — BABUIOHCKAs
pBIOa SBISIETCS HEOCTIOPUMOH yIHuKOH, He Tak m? OHa
HE MOTJIa MOSBUTHCS CIy4aiiHO. DTO JIOKa3bIBAET, YTO
THl CyHIeCTBYelb. A, CJeIOBaTeIbHO, COTJIACHO
TBOEMY COOCTBEHHOMY 3asiBIIeHUIO, TeOs HeT. Uto u
TPeOOBAIOCH JIOKA3aTh.

— «O rocmonu, — otBeTHs bor, — 006 3TOM 5 U He
nmoxgymany. U ero cpa3y caysio HOPHIBOM JIOTHUKH.

— «Hy, 310 OBIIIO HECITOXKHOY, — CKa3a YenoBek, U
Ha OUC MPHHSIICS JOKa3bIBaTh, YTO YEPHOE ECTh Oeloe
(m Hamen CcBOM KOHEII Ha OJIIKaWIeM Iepexoe-
3ebpe).

— bombmuHCTBO  Beaymmx OOTOCIOBOB  COYIH
JAHHYIO apTyMEHTAIUIO Ky4ei co0auhero aepbMa, uTo

4acTOThl, W BBIJENSET B pa3yM CBOEIO HOCUTENS
TEJIENAaTUYECKYI0 MAaTpHIly, COCTaBIIsIEMYI0 KOMOMHA-
el 4acTOT OCO3HAHHBIX MBICTCH W HEPBHBIX CHUTHA-
JIOB, CHATBIX C PEUYEBBIX LIEHTPOB IPOU3BOJISIIEIO X
Mo3ra. IIpakTuueckuM pe3ynbTaToM BCEro 3TOTO SIB-
JSeTCS TO, YTO BBl MOXKETE 3aCyHYTh BAaBHJIOHCKYIO
pBIOKY cebe B yXO U cpa3y >Ke HauaTh IIOHMMATh BCE,
YTO BaM TOBOPAT Ha S3bIKe JFOO0OW (opmbl. PedeBbie
CTPYKTYpHBI, KOTOpPBIE BBl Ha CAMOM Jelie CIBILINTE,
JEKOJUPYIOT MAaTpPHIy MO3TOBBIX KOJeOaHWH, BBOAHM-
MYIO B Balll pacCy/IOK Balllei BAaBUIIOHCKOH PHIOKOA.

HesepositHOocTh coBmaneHus, Omarogapsi KOTOPO-
MY HCKJIIOUUTENBHO CIIy4aifHO MOTJIO TOSIBUTHCS He-
YTO CTOJIb YMOIIOMPAYHUTENbHO MOJIE3HOE, HACTOJBKO
CTpaHHA ¥ MPUYYAJINBA, YTO HEKOTOPHIE MBICIUTEIN
B3SJIM €r0 B Ka4eCTBE OKOHYATENBHOTO M yOeanuTelNb-
HEHIIero J0Ka3aTelbCTBa HeCyleCcTBOBaHus bora.

Jluckyccuss MPOUCXOOUT TNPHUMEPHO CIEAYIOIUM
obpazoM:

— 51 He xemaio AOKa3bIBaTh, YTO S CYILECTBYIO,
— roBopuT bor.— Jloka3arenbCcTBO OTpULIAET Bepy, a
0e3 Bephl s1 — HUITO.

— Ho Benp BaBuioHCKas peiOKa BblnaeT Tebs C ro-
J0BOM, — roBopHUT YenoBek. — OHa He Moria Obl MOs-
BUTbCA ciy4aiiHo. OHa JOKa3bIBA€T, YTO ThI CYIIECT-
Byelllb, a pa3 TaK, TO [0 TBOEH COOCTBEHHOW JOTHU-
Ke, Thl He cymecTByems. YTo u TpeboBasock Aoka-
3aTh.

— Oii, — roBoput bor, — s 00 3TOM HE MOIyMAal.
— W HemeyieHHO BcYe3aeT Mo/ HaropoM JIOTHUKH.

— Dto0 OBUIO HE TPYIHO, — TOBOPHUT YenoBek u
JTOKa3bIBaeT Ha OWC, 9TO Oelloe — ATO YEpHOE, a 3aTeM
noru0aet Ha OJIMKalIlIeM YINIHOM Mepexoe.

MHorue BegylMe TEOJIOTH 3asBISIOT, YTO 3TOT
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bluddier wars than anything else in the history of
creation.”

Arthur let out a low groan. He was horrified to
discover that the kick through hyperspace hadn’t
killed him. He was now six light years from the
place that the Earth would have been if it still ex-
isted.

The Earth.

Visions of it swam sickeningly through his nau-
seated mind. There was no way his imagination
could feel the impact of the whole Earth having
gone, it was too big. He prodded his feelings by
thinking that his parents and his sister had gone. No
reaction. He thought of all the people he had been
close to. No reaction. Then he thought of a complete
stranger he had been standing behind in the queue at
the supermarket before and felt a sudden stab—the
supermarket was gone, everything in it was gone.
Nelson’s Column had gone! Nelson’s Column had
gone and there would be no outcry, because there
was no one left to make an outcry. From now on
Nelson’s Column only existed in his mind. England
only existed in his mind —his mind, stuck here in this
dank smelly steel-lined spaceship. A wave of claus-
trophobia closed in on him.

England no longer existed. He’d got that —
somehow he’d got it. He tried again. America, he
thought, has gone. He couldn’t grasp it. He decided
to start smaller again. New York has gone. No reac-
tion. He’d never seriously believed it existed any-
way. The dollar, he thought, had sunk for ever.
Slight tremor there. Every Bogart movie has been
wiped, he said to himself, and that gave him a nasty

He mnomemano QOonony Kommadumy mnpomomxars
CKOJIauMBaTh COCTOSHHE, HWCIOJB3ys €€ B KadecTBe
LIEHTPaJIbHONW TeMBI odepenHoro oOecrcemepa «Hy-c,
BOT KaK MBI TIOKOHYNM ¢ borom».

—Mexnay TeMm, HecyacTHas BaBHJIOHCKas pbiOa
HampoYb paspylimia Bce Oapbepbl Ui OOLICHUS
MEXJy pa3IMYHBIMA pacaMH U KyJbTypamH, a 3TO
BBI3BAJIO B UCTOPHH TBOPEHHS OOJIBINE 0’KECTOUYSCHHBIX
Y KPOBAaBBIX BOIH, 4eM, YTO ObI TO HH OBLIO.

Aptyp ucmyctun Hu3kuil croH. OH y)KacHyJcH,
o0HapyX¥B, YTO MWHOK HYepe3 HAAMPOCTPAHCTBO HE
youn ero. Tenepb OH HaXOAMJICS B IIECTH CBETOBBIX
rogax OT MecTa, rie Obuta Obl 3eMils, eciid Obl ele
CyIIECTBOBAIA.

3ems.

Bunenus 00JIe3HEHHO IUIBUIM MEPE]l MBICICHHBIM
B30pPOM paccyiKa, W3HEMOTAIOIIer0 OT TOLIHOTHI.
BooOpaxkenne HE HaXOAWIO CIOc00a BMECTHTH
TIpeACTaBICHHE 00 WCUYC3HOBEHHWH IIEJION 3eMIIH: OHA
ObLJIa CIUIIIKOM BEJIMKA JUJIsl 3TOTO. APTYp MPUILITOPHUIT
CBOM YyBCTBAa MBICISIMH O TOM, YTO €T0 POAMTEIEH H
cecTpel Oonpmie HeT. Hwukakoit peaknun. ApTryp
nmoayMail 000 BCEX JIFOMIAX, C KOTOPBIMU ObUT OJIU30K.
Hukakoti peakiuu. [1oToM BCIIOMHHII O COBEPIICHHO
Yy»KOM YeIIOBEeKe, 1033 J1 KOTOPOTO CTOST B OYEPEIH B
YHHBEpcaMme J1Ba JIHs Ha3aja. M ero mpoH3wmia ocrpas
00Jb: yHHBEpcaMa HET, U BCEro, 4TO TaM ObLIO, —
Her. Obemucka Hembcony mer! ObGemmcka Hembcomy
HET, ¥ OH He OyJeT OIIakaH, TOTOMY YTO HE OCTallOCh
HUKOTO, 4TOOBI oriakuBaTh. C 3TOro MHra mamsSTHUK
Henpcony cymecTBoBan TOJIBKO B €ro CO3HAHUH.
Co3HaHnH, 3aKOBAHHBIM B 3TOT ITPOMO3TJIBIA BOHIOUHMA
3BE370JET CO  CTajlbHBIMH  CTCHaMu. BomHa
knayctpodobun HakpbLa ApTypa.

criop — 4ymb cobaubsi, 9To He momemano OoNoHy
Kommynxuay HaxuTh HEOONBIIOE COCTOSHHE, HC-
MOJIb30BaB €T0 B KAYECTBE LIEHTPAIBLHON TEMBI CBOETO
oecrcemepa "Hy BoT, moxxanyid, u Bce o bore".

A OenHas BaBHIIOHCKAs PhIOKa, MEXKIy TEM, JeHCT-
BEHHO yZAajsis Bce Oapbepbl Ha MyTH OOIICHUsS pas-
JUYHBIX Pac ¥ KYJbTYp, BbI3BaJIa OOJIBIIEC KPOBOIPO-
JUTHBIX BOMH, YeM YTO-THO0 B HICTOPUN MUPO3TAHUSD

Aptyp tuxo 3actoHan. OH ¢ yxacoMm 0OHapyKui,
YTO HE yMEp MPHU TPBDKKE B rumnepkocMoc. OH HaXo-
JIWIICS Ha PACCTOSHHUH B IIECTh CBETOBBIX JIET OT Mec-
Ta, TJIe HaXxoaWaach Obl 3eMirst, ecau Obl OHA eIIe Cy-
IeCTBOBAIA.

3emiis MpOIUIbLIa B €r0 MYTHBIIEMCS BOOOpake-
Hrd. OH HE MOT TIPEICTaBUTh ce0e NCUC3HOBEHUS BCEH
3emun, 370 OBUTO CAUIIKOM MHOTO. OH MOHYKHYI
CBOM YYBCTBa, TIOJlyMaB O TOM, YTO €TI0 POJUTENCH WU
cecTpbl Oombire HeT. Hukakoii peakmmm. OH mogyMant
000 BceX MOIAX, ¢ KOTOpBIMH ObUT 3HaKoM. Hwuka-
KOH peakiuu. Torma oH mogyMan O COBEPIICHHO He-
3HAKOMOM €My YeJOBEKe, KOTOPBIN CTOSII Iepesl HUM
B OoUepenyd B CylepMapKeTe, ¥ BHE3AIHO /0 HEro
JIONUIO: HET CylepMapKeTa, HET HUYEro, YTO B HEM
osu10. Her xomonnsl Henbcona! Kononusr Henbcona
HET, ¥ HUKTO HE BO3MYTHUTCS, IOTOMY YTO BO3MYIIATh-
cs Oonbie HekoMy. OTHBIHE KOJNOHHa Henbcona cy-
IIECTBYET TOJIBKO B €0 MaMsITH — €ro IMaMsTH, KOTO-
pPYIO B3sUIM U 3aCYHYJHU B 3TOT JIPSHHOW, BOHIOYMM
JKETIe3HbI KOoCMHYSCKH Kopabmb. Ero oxsarmia
kjayctpogoousi.

AHrmms Oonpire He cymiecTByeT. Kakum-to obpa-
30M OH CMOT 3TO 0co3HaTh. OH MOMBITANICS €IIe pas.
AMepuku OOJIBIIIE HET, MOIAyMall OH. OJTO HE OXBa-
ThIBaJIOCh. Hy»KHO CHOBa mTONMPOOOBaTH YTO-HUOYb
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knock. McDonalds, he thought. There is no longer
any such thing as a McDonald’s hamburger.

He passed out. When he came round a second
later he found he was sobbing for his mother.

He jerked himself violently to his feet.

“Ford!”

Ford looked up from where he was sitting in a
corner humming to himself. He always found the
actual travelling-through-space part of space travel
rather trying.

“Yeah?” he said.

“If you’re a researcher on this book thing and
you were on Earth, you must have been gathering
material on it.”

“Well, I was able to extend the original entry a
bit, yes.”

“Let me see what it says in this edition then, I’ve
got to see it.”

“Yeah OK.” He passed it over again.

Arthur grabbed hold of it and tried to stop his
hands shaking. He pressed the entry for the relevant
page. The screen flashed and swirled and resolved
into a page of print. Arthur stared at it.

“It doesn’t have an entry!” he burst out.

Ford looked over his shoulder.

“Yes it does,” he said, “down there, see at the
bottom of the screen, just under Eccentrica Gallum-
bits, the triple-breasted whore of Eroticon 6.”

Arthur followed Ford’s finger, and saw where it
was pointing. For a moment it still didn’t register,
then his mind nearly blew up.

“What? Harmless? Is that all it’s got to say?
Harmless! One word!”

«AHTIIMN Oonpiie He cymecTtByer». OH MOHSI
39TO, —  KAaKUM-TO  OOpa3oM  CyMel  TIOHSTh.
[MompoGoRrain emie: «AMEpUKH HET». DTOT0 OH HE MOT
oxBatuTh. Pemnn eme pa3 HayaTh ¢ Majoro. «Hero-
Mopka wer». Hukakoii peakumm. YecTHO TroBops,
ApTyp W paHbllle Bcephe3 HE BEepWJI B €ro
cymecTtBoBanue. «Kypc nommapa ymanm HaBeKH».
Jlerxmit tpemer. «Crept Kaxapii GuaeM borapray, —
mogymMan OH W OWyTHa OONe3HEHHBIH  ynaap.
«Maxknonaneac! He Oymer Oonbie ramMOyprepoB w3
Maxonanbaca!»

Aptyp motepsin co3Hanme. Korma oH, cekyHmoit
MO3Ke, MpHIIEN B ce0sl, TO 0OHAPYKUII, YTO PHIAAET IO
cBoeil Marepu. OH CyIOpOKHBIM YCHJIMEM BCTal Ha
HOTH.

— @opxa!

®opa cunen B CBOEM Iy, IS B MOTOJIOK U
yTo-T0 OOpMoua. Dopa Bcerma CcUHUTANT THKEIBIM
WCIIBITAHUEM Ty YacTh KOCMHYECKOTO IIoJieTa, KOTha
MIPOCTPAHCTBO JICHCTBUTEIHHO MPEOI0JIEBATIOCE.

— Ha?

— Ecnmu TBI MccnenoBarenb, U ObUI Ha 3emile, TO
JIOJDKEH OBLT COOMpaTh O HEH CBEACHUSL.

—Hy, xoHeuHo, s Mor Obl
MOCBSIIEHHYIO €1 CTaThIO.

— Jlaif MOCMOTpEeTh, YTO CKa3aHO O HEHl B 3TOM
u3naHuu. S TOKEH y3HATh.

— Jlagno, nepxu, — Gopj cHOBA MPOTSIHYI KHUTY.

ApPTyp CXBaTwj €€ W IMOCTapaliCid YHSATh JPOXKb B
pykax. HaOpanm HOMep COOTBETCTBYIOIICH CTpaHMLIBL.
OKpaH 3aMHrall, Hd HEM 3aMeJNbTEeIINI0, U MOKA3aICs
HUCKOMBIN TEKCT. APTyp YCTaBUJICS HA JUCILIEH.

— 31ech HeT cTaThbu! — BOCKIIMKHYJ OH.

®opna 3arIgHy eMy Yepes IUIeYO.

paciypuTh

nomensue. Hpio-Mopka ner. He monyuaercs. O Bce
PaBHO HHUKOIZAA BCEPhE3 HE BEPHJI, YTO OH CYyILIECT-
ByeT. Jlommap yman HaBceraa. UTo-To olrymiaercs.
Bce ¢umpmel ¢ boraprom mpomnanm, ckazai oH cebe, u
€My CTaJo TOCKJIMBO. MakaoHalbAC, BCIIOMHHJI OH.
Bonbme Hukorga He OyAeT MaKOBCKMX TaMOyprepos.

OH notepsn cozHanue. OUHYBIIUCH YEpe3 CEKYH-
Iy, OH TIOHSJI, YTO BCXJIMIBIBAET II0 CBOEI MaTepH.

OH BCKOYMII Ha HOTH.

— @opxa!

dopa IoCMOTpesl Ha HEro U3 yIjia, B KOTOPOM OH
CHIENT U MblYal Kakyloo-To Menoauto. OH Bceraa Ha-
XOIMI KOCMHUYECKHE TIEPENIeThI TOBOJIBHO CKYYHBIMH.

— Ja? — OTKJIUKHYJICS OH.

— Ecmm TBI paboTaems ncciaemoBaTeaeM Il 3TOH
KHUTH, W ObUI HA 3eMile, TO Thl, HABEpHOE, coOpal Ka-
KOM-HHOY I MaTepuan?

— Ja, 1 cMor HEMHOro pacHUMpHUTh IEPBOHAYAIb-
HYIO CTaThlo.

— Torna mokaxu MHe, YTO HAIlMCaHO B TBOEM H3-
JaHHU.

— Ioxamyiicta. — @opa cHOBa OJAT €My KHHUTY.

ApTyp cxBaTui ee, crapasch CAEpKaTh JIPOXKb B
pykax. OH HaOpain Ha3BaHHeE.

DKpaH 3aMHTAT W BBIIAJ CTPAHUITY TEKCTa. APTyp
YCTaBUIICS HA HEe.

— 31ech HET cTaThu O 3emie! — 3asIBUI OH.

dop/ 3aryisiHyJ1 Yepe3 ero mieyo.

— Ectp, cKazaJl OH. — BOH, BHHU3Y »3KpaHa,
noJ OKCUEeHTpUuKoH [ammymOuTC, Tpexrpydaod Huo-
XO0# ¢ DpOoTHKOHA-O.

Aptyp mocmotpen, Kyna ykassiBan ®opn, u yBu-
nen. B mepBeiii MOMEHT OH HE MOT MOHSTb, @ TIOTOM
YyTh HE JIOTHYJ OT BO3MYLICHUSI.
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Ford shrugged.

“Well, there are a hundred billion stars in the
Galaxy, and only a limited amount of space in the
book’s microprocessors,” he said, “and no one knew
much about the Earth of course.”

“Well for God’s sake I hope you managed to
rectify that a bit.”

“Oh yes, well I managed to transmit a new entry
off to the editor. He had to trim it a bit, but it’s still
an improvement.”

“And what does it say now?” asked Arthur.

“Mostly harmless,” admitted Ford with a slightly
embarrassed cough.

“Mostly harmless!” shouted Arthur.

“What was that noise?” hissed Ford.

“It was me shouting,” shouted Arthur.

“No! Shut up!” said Ford. “I think we’re in
trouble.”

“You think we’re in trouble!”

Outside the door were the sounds of marching
feet.

“The Dentrassi?”” whispered Arthur.

“No, those are steel tipped boots,” said Ford.

There was a sharp ringing rap on the door.

“Then who is it?” said Arthur.

“Well,” said Ford, “if we’re lucky it’s just the
Vogons come to throw us in to space.”

“And if we’re unlucky?”

“If we’re unlucky,” said Ford grimly, “the cap-
tain might be serious in his threat that he’s going to
read us some of his poetry first...”

—Ectb. IlocmoTpu BHM3y, Kak pa3 Iof
«OxcnenTpuka ['amamOuTc, Tpexrpynas pa3BpaTHHUIIA C
DpOTUKOHA-6Y.

ApTyp mpocnenni, Kya moka3sisai naner; Gopua.
CekyHay OH BCe HHKaK HE MOT OCO3HATh
MPOYUTAHHOTO, TIOTOM B30PBAJICS.

—Yto? be3Bpeanas? J1o Bce, YTO MOKHO CKa3aTh?
besspennas! OxgHo cioso!

@opa noxan ImIe4yamu.

— B TanakTike cTo MUIIMApIOB 3BE3J, a KHUATA —
TOJIBKO MHKPOTIPOIIECCOP € OTPaHWYEHHOW MaMSTHIO.
W, xpome TOTO, HHUKTO BeOb HE 3HAT O 3emie
OobLIero.

— Jlagno! Ho, bora pamu, Thl Beib coOupaiics 3To
TTOATIPABHUTH?

—Hy koHeuHo, s yxuTpuics mnepenaTb HOBYIO
cTateio pegakTopy. Camo cobo10, TOMy NPUILIOCH €€
HEMHOTO ype3aTh, HO TOJBKO C IENIBI0 YITyUIICHHUS.

— W 9ro Teneph TaM ckazaHo?

—Becema  BpenoHOCHas, —
CMYIIEHHO OTKAIUIABIIUCE.

— BecwsMma BpenoHocHas! — Bo3onui ApTyp.

— Uro 5710 6511 32 mymM? — npomunen dopxa.

— OT10 1 opy! — mpokpudan ApTyp.

— Her! 3atkancs! Kaxkercs, y Hac HEPUATHOCTH.

— DTO THI TaK JyMaemib!

3a 1Bepbl0  SIBCTBEHHO
MapIIUPYIOMIIX HOT.

— JleHTpaccucel? — mmporenTanr ApTyp.

—Her, 310 mnoagkoBaHHBIE cTaNbl0 OalIMakH, —
oTBeTusl Dop.

Paznancs 3BeHsIIIMI CTYK B BEPb.

— Tak kT0 %€ 310?

—Hy, eciu moBe3er, TO BCEro-HaBCEro BOTOHBI

npusHancs  Dopx,

nocabplimaliCa  TOIIOT

— Uro? «besspeanas»? U ato Bce? besppennas!
Bcero omno cnoBo!

@opx noxan Imie4amu.

— B layakTuike ¢TO MWUIAAPAOB 3BE3M, 4 B MHK-
porporieccopax KHATH HE TaK MHOTO MeCTa, — CKa3al
oH. — Hy, ¥ KOHEYHO, HUKTO MMOYTH HUYETO HE 3HAJ O
3emie.

— Ho s Hazmeroch, ThI 3TO HCIIPABILIT?

— Ja, s mepenpaBuil peJakTopy HOBOE COIEpKaHHE
cratbu. OH, MIpaBa, €ro HEMHOTO COKpaTHJ, HO BCE
K€ CTaJIo MOOOIBIIIE.

— W1 g9T0 Tam HammcaHo ceigac? — cmpocui ApTyp.

— «B ocHoBHOM, Oe3BpenHas», — MPOLUTHPOBAI
®dopx, cinerka CMyTHUBILUCH.

— B ocHOBHOM, 0e3BpeaHast! — BOCKIHKHYIT APTYD.

— Yo 3a mrym? — npomentan Oopa.

— OT0 st Kpu4y, — coo0IMI ApTyp.

— Her! 3amomun! — ckazan ®@opma. — Kaxkercs, Mbl
BITUILTH.

— Tebe kakeTcst, YTO MBI BITMILIN?

3a aBepbi0 OBUT CIBIIIEH TOMOT MAapIIMPYIOIIIX
HOT.

— JlenTpaccu? — npomenTain ApTyp.

— Her, sT0 monkoBaHHBIE OaliMakW, — OTBETHII
®Dopa.

B nBeps rpoMko mocTyvany.

— Torna xro? — cripocun Aptyp.

— Hy, ecnin Ham moBe3Ii0, TO 3TO BOTOHBI, KOTOPBIE
MIPOCTO BBIMIBEIPHYT HAcC 3a OOpT.

— A ecnu He OBE3N0?

— A ecnu He TTOBE3710, — MpayHO ckazanr Popx, — u
KalmiTaH HE [MOIIYTWJ, TO CHaYaja OH MOYHUTAeT HaM
CBOU CTHXH...
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TIPHIILUTA BEIOPOCUTH HAc 3a OOPT.

— A ecnu He nioBe3eT?

—Ecnu He 1moBe3er...— 3J0BEllEe IPOU3HEC
@opa. — Benp kanutaH MOr BCEpbE3 yIpoXaTh, YTO
CHayaJla MPOYTET HaM YTO-HUOY/b U3 CBOMX CTHUXOB...




